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PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MoDI’S FIRST ADDRESS TO THE NATION SINCE OPERATION SINDOOR

‘India won’t accept Pak nuclear blackmail... | dedicate

our soldiers’ valour to every mother, sister, daughter
India, Pak DGMOs

Op Sindoor not just
a name, says PM, it
is an unwavering
pledge for justice

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

INHIS first address to the nation
since the commencement of
Operation Sindoor and intense
aerial strikes before the armed
forces of India and Pakistan
agreed to stop military actions,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
drew the red lines for Pakistan
Monday, promising counter-
strikes as a response to acts of
terror without differentiating
between terrorists and the
regime that sponsors them, and
of not yielding to Islamabad’s
nuclear blackmail.

Underlining that Indian mil-
itary actions have only been sus-
pended, not concluded, Modi
said India will closely watch
Pakistan’s activities, and any fu-
ture talks will only be on the is-
sues of terror and Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir.

He told the nation that India
decided to temporarily suspend
its counter-operations against
Pakistani terrorist and military in-
stallations because “Pakistan, in
itsappeal, assured it would cease
all terrorist activities and military
aggression against India”.

He dedicated the valour of
the Indian armed forces to
“every mother, every sister and

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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IFTHERE IS
aterrorist attack on
India, a fitting reply

will be given

INDIAWILLNOT
tolerate any nuclear
blackmail. Will
strike precisely,
decisively

WE WILLNOT
differentiate
between the
government

sponsoring
terrorism and the
masterminds of
terrorism

4

Remnants of Chinese-origin long-range PL-15 missile fired
by Pakistan are displayed at a media briefing by DGMOs. ANI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his televised address to the nation on Monday. P11

TAKEAWAYS: STRATEGY

PM unveils new 3-point
doctrine, frames it part
of global war on terror

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

WITH URI and Balakot, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
pushed at the frontiers of deter-
rence. After Operation Sindoor,
the most intense military cam-
paign since Kargil, he delineated
India’s new doctrine against ter-
rorism resting on three key ele-

ments: a response on India’s
terms; no tolerance for terror
that hides under “nuclear black-
mail”; and no distinction be-
tween the terrorists, their
leaders and a govern-
ment that sponsors them.
Healso kept the strate-
gic and military doors
wide openmaking it clear
Delhi has only “suspended” its
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EXPLAINED

POLITICS

Address flags unity of

nation, peace in strength
and justice for women

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

PERHAPS, the strongest
political signal from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s speech on
Operation Sindoor and its
aftermath was how it
avoided the tropes of partisan
politics — referring to the nation

as a united front and the impor-
tance of this unity towards en-
suring “shanti” (peace) through
“shakti” (strength).

Modi framed the response as
one in which “the entire nation,
every citizen, every community,
every class, every political party,
unitedly stood up for strong ac-
tionagainst terrorism,” after the
Pahalgam terror attack.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

First time, India names China as supplier of
missiles used by Pak, shows remnants

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

FOR THE first time since it com-
menced Operation Sindoor and
thwarted most of Pakistan’s aer-
ial attacks, India Monday named
China-supplied weapons in the
Pakistani arsenal used against
the Indian Armed Forces.

Briefing the media, Air
Marshal A K Bharti, Director
General Air Operations, pre-
sented visual evidence of missile
remnants. “You can see the
pieces of iton the screen,” he said,
showcasing debris of the PL-15
long range missile that fell inside
Indian territory, including arela-
tively intact rear section recov-
ered from Hoshiarpur, Punjab.

The Armed Forces inter-
cepted and neutralised a range
of high-tech foreign weapons
used by Pakistan, including
Chinese-origin PL-15 air-to-air
missiles and Turkish Byker YIHA
I1l Kamikaze drones.

The naming of Chinais afirst
in this round of India-Pakistan
hostilities — all these years, New
Delhi has closely tracked the ex-

panding Sino-Pak military ties.
Sources said that China-
Pakistan ties across domains —
political, economic, nuclear and
military — have been ongoing for
decades, and Beijing has been
supplying  weapons  to
Rawalpindi.
Last week, India had only
named Turkish drones as being
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

agree to reduce
troops on borders

More visual evidence of Indian air
defence and damage to Pak bases

Indian Navy’s Carrier Battle Group deployed in the Northern
Arabian Sea in the wake of tensions with Pakistan. ANI

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

TWO DAYS after they decided to
end military action against each
other following Operation
Sindoor, the Director Generals of
Military Operations (DGMOs) of
India and Pakistan Monday
“agreed that both sides consider
immediate measures to ensure
troop reduction from the bor-
ders and forward areas”.

DGMO Lt General Rajiv Ghai
spoke to his Pakistani counter-
part Major General Kashif
Abdullah at 5 pm Monday - their
second conversation since
Saturday when they agreed to
stop all military actions.

The Indian Army said: “Issues
related to continuing the com-
mitment that both sides must
not fire a single shot or initiate
any aggressive and inimical ac-
tion against each other were dis-
cussed. It was also agreed that

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

measures to ensure troop reduc-
tion from the borders and for-
ward areas.”

Earlier in the day, releasing
more visual evidence of the
damage inflicted on 13 Pakistani
military installations in retalia-
tory attacks, the Indian Armed
Forces said that a multi-layered
counter-drone and air defence

both sides consider immediate CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Trump to reduce US drug price,

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
& AGGAM WALIA
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

GLOBAL PHARMA companies
could ramp up pressure on India
and other developing markets to
raise the prices of drugs after
President Donald Trump signed
an executive order Monday tak-
ing measures to ensure US drug
costs are aligned with their
cheapest equivalents abroad.
The order instructs officials
to set price targets and proposes
rules to ensure that manufactur-
ers sell at “most favoured nation

Trump: Will introduce ‘most
favoured nation’ policy

(MFN)” price whereby the US
pays “the same price as the na-
tion that pays the lowest price
anywhere in the world”.
“According torecent data, the

Indian pharma braces for impact

prices Americans pay for brand-
name drugs are more than three
times the price other OECD
(Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development)
nations pay, even after account-
ing for discounts manufacturers
provide in the US,” the White
House said.

The order came hours after
Trump took to social media to
highlight that prescription drugs
and pharmaceuticals in the US
“will be reduced, almost imme-
diately, by 30 per cent to 80 per
cent”. “For many years, the world
has wondered why prescription

CONTINUEDONPAGE 5

Ranthambhore: Lured
by live bait, tigress kills
ranger, her 2nd victim

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

ON MULTIPLE safaris to
Rajasthan’siconic Ranthambhore
tiger reserve last year, a veteran
chronicler repeatedly spotted
something unusual: tigers
crouching at the edge of under-
growth, a few metres away from
a wall by the road at the Jogi
Mahal gate that leads to tourist
zonesaround the lakes Padam ta-
lao, Rajbagh and Malik talao.
The gaze of these tigers, he

noticed, was fixed on one of the
two small rooms behind the
wall. On closer inspection, he
heard low grunts of a buffalo on
the other side of the closed
doors. It turned out forest staff
were using that room to stock a
live buffalo to be presented as
weekly bait to a well-known ti-
gress called Arrowhead. Aghast,
the veteran warned the staff on
duty they “may have to pay the
price for luring tigers so close”.
On Sunday, forest range offi-
cer Devendra Singh Choudhury
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

After 123 Tests, ‘the
quiet grind, long days’,
Virat Kohli says enough

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
NEW DELHI,MAY 12

WITHIN DAYS of Rohit Sharma
calling time on his Test career,
Virat Kohli followed suitand an-
nounced his retirement from the
longest format. Was he quick to
read the room after the abrupt
end to Rohit’s Testinnings? With
talk of Shubman Gill's coronation
at 25, did he sense palace intrigue
and a subtle signal to him? Or
was it the case of the 36-year-old
father of two and an undisputed

batting great no longer having
that famous drive to deal with
the demons in the head that
mess with muscle memory?
Days before the team for the
England tour was to be an-
nounced, Kohli shared his deci-
sion with the world on
Instagram: “There’s something
deeply personal about playing in
whites. The quiet grind, the long
days, the small moments that no
one sees but that stay with you
forever... As I step away from this
format, it’s not easy — but it feels
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Virat Kohli with wife
Anushka Sharma at Mumbai
airport, Monday. P11
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OMKAR GOKHALE
AMRAVATI,NAGPUR, MAY 12

AT HER home in the Congress
Nagar area of Amravati, its walls
lined with photos of B R
Ambedkar, Kamaltai is counting
her blessings. “Mera bachha toh
mugqaddar ka sikandar banna hi
chahiye, na(My child ought to be
a conqueror of his destiny, no),”
she asks rhetorically.

With her son Justice Bhushan
Ramakrishna Gavai set to take
oath as the 52nd Chief Justice of
Indiaon May 14, the 84-year-old

has been besieged with ques-
tions on whether she will attend
the oath-taking ceremony in
Delhi. “Mee gelich pahije na (I
should certainly be going,
shouldn’t])?” she says, clutching
awell-worn file filled with hand-
written notes, clippings and
some old photographs of her son
— a careful compilation of the
signposts in Justice Gavai’s jour-
ney, from his birth to his eleva-
tion to the top office of the
Supreme Court.

It is a milestone for both
Kamaltai,a former school teacher,
and the judiciary. Justice Gavai

will be only the second from the
Dalit community to be Chief
Justice of India.In 2007, former CJI
K G Balakrishnan became the first
Dalit CJI and served for three
years. Justice Gavai’s six-month
tenure ends on Novemnber 23.

Since its establishment in
1950, the Supreme Court has
only had seven judges from the
Scheduled Castes or Scheduled
Tribes.

Justice Gavai has often in-
voked the spirit of the
Constitution to acknowledge
how affirmative action has
shaped his identity. “It is solely

[llustration: Suvajit Dey

Amravati slum to Nagpur to Delhi: Justice Gavai’s

due to Dr BR Ambedkar’s efforts
thatsomeone like me, who stud-
ied in a semi-slum area at a mu-
nicipal school, could attain this
position,” he said in a speech in
April 2024. When he ended that
speechwith a chant of “Jai Bhim”,
the judge received a standing
ovation from the crowd.

Justice Gavai is known for his
rulings in contentious and high-
stakes political cases, often grant-
ing relief to the litigant against
the state. In three important de-
cisions, including those involving
Newsclick founder-editor Prabir
Purkayastha and former Delhi

Jaipur

road to CJI office

Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, a bench led by Justice
Gavai established procedural
safeguards against arbitrary ar-
rests under stringent laws such
as the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act and the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act. In November 2024, a bench
led by him held that demolish-
ing citizens’ properties without
following due process was con-
trary to the rule of law.

Justice Gavai was also part of
the seven-judge bench that de-
livered a landmark verdict in
favour of sub-classification of the

Scheduled Caste quota. In his
separate opinion, Justice Gavai
compared the opposition of Dalit
groups to the splitting of quota to
the discrimination “higher castes
have done” to Scheduled Castes.
He has also lent his weight to
significant constitutional cases.
InFebruary last year, Justice Gavai
was part of the bench that an-
nulled the electoral bonds
scheme and in December 2023,
another Constitution bench of
which he was a part upheld the
Centre’s abrogation of Article 370
that granted special status to J&K.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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India won’t accept Pak nuclear blackmail: PM

every daughter of the country”,
and acknowledged the impor-
tance of national unity and har-
mony. He also acknowledged the
support from all political parties
to Operation Sindoor following
the Pahalgam terror attack.
Underling that Operation
Sindoor had seta new normal, he
outlined three key pillars of
India’s security doctrine: “Firstly,
the decisive retaliation, where
any terrorist attack on India will
be met with astrong and resolute
response. India will retaliate on
its own terms, targeting terror
hubs at their roots. The second is
no tolerance for nuclear black-
mail; India will not be intimi-
dated by nuclear threats. Any ter-
rorist safe haven operating under
this pretext will face precise and
decisive strikes. The third pillaris
no distinction between terror
sponsors and terrorists — India
will no longer see terrorist lead-
ersand the governments shelter-
ing them as separate entities.”
During Operation Sindoor, he
said, the world once again wit-
nessed Pakistan’s “disturbing re-
ality” that senior Pakistani mili-
tary officers attended funerals of

FROMPAGE ONE

eliminated terrorists, proving
their deep involvement in state-
sponsored terrorism. “These
hubs in Muridke and
Bahawalpur were universities of
global terrorism,” he said, adding
that they were behind many
global terror attacks, including
the 9/11 attacks in the US, the
London tube bombings, and ter-
ror attacks on India.

Referring to the May 7 Indian
strikes on nine terror sites in
Pakistan and PoK; he said India,
in one stroke, killed more than
100 terrorists.

Modi said Pakistan was feel-
ing “helpless and hopeless” after
this attack. “In its agitation,
Pakistanresorted toareckless act.
Instead of joining the global fight
against terrorism, it launched at-
tacks on Indian schools, colleges,
gurudwaras, temples, civilian
homes, and also targeted military
bases. This aggression exposed
Pakistan’s vulnerabilities as its
drones and missiles crumbled
like straw before India’s advanced
air defence systems, which neu-
tralised them in the sky.”

“Pakistan had prepared to
strike India’s borders, but India

delivered a decisive blow to
Pakistan’s core. Indian drones
and missiles executed highly ac-
curate strikes, severely damag-
ing Pakistani air bases thatit had
long boasted about. Within the
first three days of India’s re-
sponse, Pakistan suffered de-
struction far beyond its expecta-
tions,” he said.

“Following India’s aggressive
counter-measures, Pakistan be-
gan seeking ways to de-escalate,
appealing to the global commu-
nity for relief from rising ten-
sions. After suffering severe
losses, Pakistan’s military
reached out to India’s DGMO on
the afternoon of May 10. By then,
India had already dismantled
large-scale terrorist infrastruc-
ture, eliminated key terrorists,
and reduced Pakistan’s terror
hubs to ruins.”

“Pakistan, in its appeal, as-
sured it would cease all terrorist
activities and military aggression
against India. In light of this state-
ment, India reviewed the situa-
tion and decided to temporarily
suspend its counter-operations
against Pakistan’s terrorist and
military installations. This sus-

pensionis nota conclusion. India
will continue to assess Pakistan’s
every move in the coming days,
ensuring that its future actions
align with its commitments.”

Modi said the entire nation —
“every citizen, every community,
every section of society, and
every political party” — was
united in demanding strong ac-
tion against terrorism in the
wake of the Pahalgam terror at-
tack. Underlining that unity is
India’s greatest strength in the
fight against all forms of terror-
ism, he said while this is not an
eraof war, it cannot be one of ter-
rorism either. “Zero tolerance
against terrorism is the guaran-
tee of a better and safer world,”
he said.

Modi also had a message for
Pakistan: sponsoring terrorism
would one day finish it off, and
that it would have to dismantle
its terror infrastructure if it
wished to survive. Noting that
Monday was Buddha Purnima,
he said Lord Buddha had shown
the path of peace to the world.“I
say to the world: if we talk to
Pakistan, we will talk only about
terror and PoK. Today is Buddha

Purnima. Lord Buddha showed
us the path of peace. Shanti ka
marg bhi shakti se hokar jaata hai
(The path of peace also goes
through power).”

He saluted the armed forces
for their valour, dedicating their
actions to the mothers and
daughters of the country. “Our
soldiers showed great valour in
Operation Sindoor. I dedicate the
valour of our soldiers to every
mother, every sister and every
daughter of our country. The
world was shaken by the attack
in Pahalgam... People were asked
their religion in front of their
families, their children, and then
killed. This was an attempt to
break the unity of the country,”
he said, adding that it was after
this that the government gave a
free hand to the armed forces to
destroy terror.

“Today, every terrorist organ-
isation knows the outcome of
any attempt to remove the sin-
door from the heads of our sis-
ters and daughters. Operation
Sindoor nyay ki akhand pratigya
hai(Operation Sindoor is our un-
wavering commitment to jus-
tice),” he said.

e Address flags unity of nation, peace in strength and justice for women

“Our greatest strength is our
unity (“ekta, ekjut rahna”)
against all forms of terrorism.
This is certainly not the era of
war but this is also not the era
of terrorism. Zero tolerance
against terrorism is the guaran-
tee for a better world,” he said.

This acknowledgment of
unity as a “strength,” came as
the PM drew the new red lines
on terror emanating from
Pakistan and dedicated
Operation Sindoor to women.

For over a decade, empow-

erment of women has been a
refrain in the PM’s political
communication: from triple ta-
laq to Ujjwala, beti bachao to
the Women’s Bill and a raft of
measures to secure women's
safety nets. He took that refrain
to the domain of national secu-
rity blending it with the per-
sonal idea of a family's safety,
driving home the message of
Operation Sindoor loud and
clear. “Our brave soldiers dis-
played immense courage to
achieve the objectives of
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Operation Sindoor. I pay tribute
to their bravery, courage and
valour. [ dedicate this valour to
every mother, every sister and
every daughter of the country,”
he said.

Operation Sindoor, he said,
“is not just a name but it's a re-
flection of the feelings of mil-
lions of people of the country.
Operation ‘Sindoor’ is our unwa-
vering commitment to justice.”

Modi highlighted how the
terror attack in Pahalgam had
seared the national conscience
and hit at the very heart of a
family and their faith: “The
merciless killing of innocent cit-
izens in front of their family and
their children on the basis of
their religion was a very grue-
some face of terror and cruelty.
This was also a disgusting at-
tempt to break the harmony
and unity of the country....We
gave full freedom to the Indian
forces to wipe out the terrorists.
And today every terrorist, every
terror organisation knows the
consequence of wiping out the
Sindoor of our sisters and
daughters,” he said.

“The terrorists had wiped
out the Sindoor of our sisters
and India responded by de-
stroying their terrorist head-
quarters,” he said.

Given the scale of Operation
Sindoor and the intense military
conflict which followed, Modi’s
address to the nation Monday
struck distinct chords but some
also resonated with the ones in
2016 (Uri)and 2019 (Pulwama).

In his Kozhikode rally after
the Uri attack, he had reached
out to the people of Pakistan by
saying the war needed was one
on poverty, unemployment, il-
literacy and maternal mortality.
This time, he said that Pakistan
would be consumed by terror if
itdidn’t act against it and the
way the Army and the
Government there were “en-
couraging terrorism,” that “will
destroy Pakistan one day.”

After the Balakot strike, in
March 2019, Modi had said:
“When enemies try to desta-
bilise India and unleash a terror
attack on us, their attempt is to
stop the functioning of our na-
tion and stall its progress. Every

Indian has to stand against it
like a strong wall...India will
live as one. India will work as
one. India will grow as one.
India will fight as one. India will
winasone.”

That message of unity was
reiterated Monday and framed
as a strength in the war against
terrorism.

Modi's reference to “every
political party” as being united
in the war on terror comes in the
context of a deeply divided pol-
itics where he has often accused
sections of the Opposition as be-
ing soft on terrorism.

This time, the entire
Opposition had pledged sup-
port to the Government for any
action against perpetrators of
the Pahalgam terror attack post
Operation Sindoor. The political
consensus was dented after the
announcement of the ceasefire
with many of the Opposition
parties raising questions on the
role played by the US in bring-
ing about a truce when there
was no scope for third-party
mediation in settling the
Kashmir dispute.

e First time, India names China as supplier of missiles

used by Pakistan. But now it has
publicly named Chinese and

Turkish weapons.
The PL-15, developed by
China’s Aviation Industry

Corporation(AVIC),isalong-range,
radar-guided missile designed to
engage high-value airborne tar-
gets at ranges exceeding 200 km.

The PL-15 is China’s standard
active-radar-guided AAM, and it
wasintended toatleast matchthe
performance of the US-made
AIM-120D Advanced Medium-
Range Air-to-Air Missile (AM-
RAAM).

Itsexportversion, the PL-15E, is
reported to have a maximum
range of 145 km and is integrated
with Pakistan’s JF-17 Block Ill and
J-10CE fighters.

The domestic versionin use by
the Chinese military has areported
range of between 300-500 km.

On April 26, the Pakistan Air
Force (PAF) released visuals of JF-
17s armed with PL-15E and PL-10
missiles. Pakistan’s fleet includes
anestimated45-50]F-17 BlockIlls
and 20 J-10CEs — approximately
70aircraft capable of deploying the
PL-15E, according to Pakistan’s
military.

The missile’s guidance system
includes inertial navigation,

Beidou satellite updates, a two-
way datalink,and AESA radar ter-
minal homing.

It features a dual-pulse solid
rocket motorand canreach speeds
exceeding Mach 5. The warhead,
typically high-explosive fragmen-
tation, weighs between 20 to 25
kg. The weapon may have been
sourced directly from China’s
People’s Liberation Army Air Force
(PLAAF).

Both countries jointly manu-
facture theJ-17 aircraft, the main-
stay of the PAE.

The Indian military’s state-
ment on the PL-15 is significant,
coming two days after an under-
standing withPakistan to stop all
military actions.

On May 10, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry said NSA Ajit
Doval spoke to Chinese State
Councillor Wang Yi.

“Doval said that the Pahalgam
terrorist attack caused serious ca-
sualties... and that India needed
to take counter-terrorismactions.
War was not India’s choice and
was not in the interests of any
party.Indiaand Pakistan would be
committed toa ceasefire and look
forward to restoring regional
peace and stability as soonas pos-
sible,” the Chinese Foreign

Ministry said.

“Wang Yi said China con-
demns the Pahalgam terrorist at-
tack and opposes all forms of ter-
rorism. The current international
situation is turbulent and inter-
twined. Peace and stability in the
Asian region is hard-won and de-
serves to be cherished. India and
Pakistan are neighbours that can-
not be moved away, and both are
neighbours of China. Chinaappre-
ciates your statement that war is
not India’s choice, and sincerely
hopes that India and Pakistan will
remain calmand restrained, prop-
erly handle differences through di-
alogue and consultation, and avoid
escalation of the situation. China
supports and expects India and
Pakistan to achieve acomprehen-
sive and lasting ceasefire through
consultations. Thisisin the funda-
mental interests of India and
Pakistan and is also the common
wish of the international commu-
nity,” it said.

For Delhi to single out Beijing
sendsasignal tothe Chineselead-
ership on its role in the hostilities
between India and Pakistan, at a
time when China said it will play
aconstructive role tobringabouta
ceasefire between India and
Pakistan.

grid successfully foiled Pakistani
attempts to hit multiple military
installations and civil infrastruc-
ture last week.

Briefing the media on
Operation Sindoor, Lt General
Ghai and his Indian Air Force and
Navy counterparts, Air Marshal
AKBharti and Vice Admiral AN
Pramod, said Pakistan used a
range of weapons — from
Chinese-origin missiles and
Turkish-origin drones to armed
UAVs and loitering munitions -
in its attempt to reach targets in
India.

Drawing a cricket analogy to
explain the multi-layered, robust,
integrated air defence systemsin
place, Lt General Ghai said,
“Targeting our airfields and logis-
tics is way too tough... I saw that
Virat Kohli has just retired from
Test cricket. He is one of my
favourites... In the 1970s, during
the Ashes between Australiaand
England, two Australian bowlers
destroyed the batting line-up of
England, and then Australia gave
a proverb: ‘Ashes to ashes, dust
to dust, if Thommo don’t get ya,
Lillee must'. If you see the layers,
you will understand what [ am
trying to say. Even if you cross all
the layers, one of the layers of this
grid system will hit you.”

Air Marshal Bharti said tri-
service assets were deployed in
a multi-layered system - point
defence comprised low-level air
defence guns and shoulder-fired
weapons, while aerial defence
comprised fighter aircraft and
long-range missiles. A range of
surveillance radars also formed
part of the grid.

Lt Gen Ghai said repeated at-
tempts by Pakistan to target
Indian airfields and logistic instal-
lations on May 9 and 10 were un-
successful because of the robust
air defence grid.

He said the first layer com-
prised counter-drone systems
and MANPADS (Man-Portable
Air Defence Systems), the second
and third layer of the grid com-
prised point air defence, short-

range surface-to-air missiles and
medium-range surface-to-air
missiles respectively. The fourth
layer of the grid comprised long-
range surface-to-air missiles.

According to Air Marshal
Bharti, this complex counter-
drone and air defence shield
countered a range of Pakistani
threats such as Chinese-origin
PL-15 air-to-air missiles, Turkish-
origin Yiha systems, aside from
other missiles, long-range rock-
ets, loiter munitions and a range
of quadcopters typically used for
surveillance.

He said the numerous waves
of drones and UCAVs used by
Pakistan were also thwarted by
indigenously developed softand
hard-kill counter-UAS systems
and well-trained AD personnel.
“All this was brought together as
an efficient and effective AD en-
vironment, by the Integrated Air
Command & Control System
(IACCS) of the IAF, which accords
us Net-Centric Op capability,” he
said.

He said older and battle-
proven AD weapons like the
Pechora, OSA-AK and the LLAD
guns played a key role in coun-
tering the Pakistani threat vec-
tors in the current operations and
underlined the “stellar perform-
ance” of indigenous AD weapons
like the Akash system.

In spite of some minor dam-
age incurred, he said, all Indian
military bases and systems con-
tinue to remain fully operational,
and ready to undertake further
missions if needed.

He displayed video evidence
of damage caused by Indian pre-
cision strikes at the Nur Khanair-
base and Rahim Yar Khan airbase
in Pakistan - one showed a huge
crater at Rahim Yar Khan. As
many as 13 military targets, from
Rawalpindi to Karachi, were
struck in retaliatory precision
strikes.

He said the Kirana hills, near
Pakistan’s Sargodha air base,
were not hit by India - the hills
are said to house a nuclear facil-

e India, Pak DGMOs agree to reduce troops on borders

1ty.

Vice Admiral Pramod said the
Navy was effectively using multi-
ple sensors and inputs. “We are
maintaining continuous surveil-
lance to degrade or neutralise
threats as they emerge or mani-
fest, to ensure targeting at ex-
tended ranges.”

“All these are conducted un-
der the umbrella of a compre-
hensive and effective layered
Fleet Air Defence mechanism
that caters for all threats, be it
drones or high speed missiles or
aircraft, both fighters as well as
surveillance aircraft,” he said.

He said the fleet operatesasa
composite force, maintaining a
surveillance bubble at extended
ranges using advanced radars.

“Any aerial target that at-
tempts to penetrate this bubble
is detected and identified using
various techniques and tech-
nologies, affording quick and
clear distinction between com-
mercial, neutral and hostile air-
craft or flying objects at ranges
above the anticipated attack
range,” he said.

The Carrier Battle Group with
itsintegral Air Wing provides the
first layer of this layered mecha-
nism, he said, highlighting that
adequately equipped and trained
naval pilots are able to operate
both by day and night.

“In the current standoff, the
presence of our aircraft carrier
with a large number of Mig-29K
fighters and airborne early warn-
ing helicopters prevented any
suspicious or hostile aircraft close
to the Carrier Battle Group within
several hundred kilometres,” he
said.

The CBG, with formidable of-
fensive capability, was able to op-
erate with impunity and main-
tained an uncontested presence
inthe area of operations, he said.

“Effectively, it compelled the
Pakistani air elements to remain
bottled up close to the Makran
coast, denying any opportunity
tobeathreat in maritime space,”
he said.

e PM unveils new doctrine

military action and will watch
Pakistan’s behaviour. “In the com-
ing days we will measure every
step of Pakistan on the criterion
thatwhatsortof attitude Pakistan
will adopt ahead.”

Underlining that thisisa“new
normal”, this new policy is out-
lined to define Delhi’s approach
that is qualitatively higher in ag-
gression and also lowers the
threshold for any future attacks.

“After the surgical strike and
air strike, now Operation Sindoor
isIndia's policy against terrorism.
Operation Sindoor has carved out
a new benchmark in our fight
against terrorismand hassetupa
new parameter and new normal.”

While India had given a “fitting
reply” twice before — the surgical
strike after Uri terror attack in
September 2016 and the Balakot
strike after the Pulwama terror at-
tackin February 2019 — thisis the
first time, the Prime Minister has
framed a response like the May 7
strikes on nine locations in re-
sponse to April 22 Pahalgam ter-
ror attack.

Thisis also the first time Modi
has called out Pakistan’s nuclear
posturing evident in the way a
meeting of the nuclear command
authority was called and then
cancelled. “India will not tolerate
any nuclear blackmail. India will
strike precisely and decisively at
the terrorist hideouts developing
under the cover of nuclear black-
mail,” he said.

“We will not differentiate be-
tween the government sponsor-
ing terrorism and the master-
minds of terrorism. During
Operation Sindoor the world has
again seen the ugly face of
Pakistan, when top Pakistani army
officers came to bid farewell tothe
slain terrorists. This is strong evi-

dence of state-sponsored terror-
ism. We will continue to take de-
cisive steps to protect India and
our citizens from any threat,” he
said, targeting the Pakistan’s es-
tablishment that has long used
cross-border terrorism against
India as an instrument of policy.
This means that Pakistan military
and government are not off-limits
for any future retributive actions
aswell.

For Modi to name the terror-
ist headquarters of Jaish-e-
Muhammed and Lashkar-e-Taiba,
is also something new, and he
linked all of them to major terror
attacks in the US and UK. This
framed India’s war on terrorism
as the latest in the global cam-
paign that started with the one
Americans and NATO forces had
launched in Afghanistanafter 9/11.

He flagged India’s capability
and superiority in its offensive.
“The world saw how Pakistan's
drones and missiles fell like
straws...India's strong air defence
system destroyed themin the sky
itself. Pakistan had prepared foran
attack on the border, but India
struck at the heart of Pakistan.
India's drones and missiles at-
tacked with precision. They dam-
aged those airbases of the
Pakistani Air Forces, of which
Pakistan was very proud.”

Ontheissue of whodialled the
US with an SOS, he spelt out
India’s objectives that were ac-
complished and India’s reason to
pause military action for the mo-
ment. This is, in response to criti-
cism, from some quarters from
within his supporters on choos-
ing to “prematurely” end the hos-
tilities.

“...After India's aggressive ac-
tion, Pakistan started looking for
ways to escape. Pakistan was

pleading to the world to ease ten-
sions. And after suffering heavy
losses, Pakistan's army contacted
our DGMO on the afternoon of
May 10. By then, we had de-
stroyed the infrastructure of ter-
rorismonalarge scale. The terror-
ists were eliminated. We had
destroyed the terror camps estab-
lished in the heart of Pakistan.
Therefore, when Pakistan ap-
pealed and said that it will not in-
dulge in any sort of terror activi-
ties or military audacity further,
India considered it.”

Healsosought to bring the in-
ternational community on the
same page on countering terror-
ism by invoking his famous line
on “this is not the era of war” to
Russian President Vladimir Putin.
This was to blunt the criticism of
war-mongering by India.

“Our greatest strength is our
unity against all forms of terror-
ism. Thisis certainly not the era of
war but this is also not the era of
terrorism. Zero tolerance against
terrorism is the guarantee for a
better world,” he said.

Inaclear message to the global
community including references
made by US President Donald
Trump and Secretary of State
Marco Rubio on India-Pakistan
talks, Modi reinforces the redlines
ondialogue with Pakistan that has
been suspended since 2016.

“The way the Pakistani army,
Pakistan government are encour-
aging terrorism, it will destroy
Pakistan one day. If Pakistan
wants to survive, it will have to
destroy its terror infrastructure.
There is no other way to peace.
India's stand is very clear: Terror
and talks cannot go together.
Terror and trade cannot go to-
gether. Water and blood cannot
flow together...”

o After 123 Tests, ‘the quiet grind, the long days’, Kohli says enough

right.I'vegiveniteverythinglhad..
I'll always look back at my Test ca-
reer witha smile.”

The post had Frank Sinatra
singing his ‘Idid it myway’ songin
the background, reminding thata
career of 123 Tests which brought
a little less than 10,000 runs too
might not be totally fulfilling.
“Regrets, I've had a few, But then
again, too few to mention. I did
whatIhad to do,” goes the song’s
lyrics.

Though, of late, Kohli had been
findingit tough todowhat he had
to. In that context, this England
tour miss is actually a judicious
‘well left’. It is a grim reminder of
thereality of ageing. Kohli still has
a gym-sculpted body and is Bolt
between wickets. But the fittest
too can get jaded, the driven too
slowdown,and evenKingscallita
day.

Kohli has retired, but hasn’t
given up. He never does, it's just
that every great story has an end.
Once he signs up for a cause, he
neverbacks out. Thatwas the orig-

inal narrative around the Delhi boy
when he first hit the headlines as
an 18-year-old in his debut first-
class season.

It was an incredibly cold
December day in 2006 when he
landed at the Feroze Shah Kotla
(now the Arun Jaitley Stadium) in
a Delhi Ranji Trophy jersey hours
after his father died. In the dress-
ing room, he broke down but
quickly splashed his eyes with wa-
ter to play a match-saving knock.
He leftearly andlit his father’s pyre.

It was after the sun had set on
the toughest day of his life that he
would tell his elder brother: “lam
going to play this game at the high-
est level and there is nothing that
can distract me from doing that.”
Kohli didn’t just play at the high-
est level butwill finishas one of the
greatest the game has seen. With
ODIsstillinteresting to him, he can
further glorify his legend.

From his under-19 days, he
never doubted himself or let in-
timidation overwhelm or under-
mine him. In the initial rounds of

the 2008 Under-19 World Cup in
Malaysia, he would swagger
around the team hotel. Once when
a tall well-built England player
crossed him and gave him a look
of disapproval, Kohliraised his eye-
brows: “Why you staring?” The
English boy blinked and sheep-
ishly snuck away. “Arrey, inko
dikhana padta hai (One needs to
showthese guys)who's the boss,”
he would say.

By the end of the tournament,
he would make sure that the other
teams conceded he was the boss.
Thejunior India triumph would be
followed by his graduation to the
senior team and a phase when he
lost focus. By his own confession,
Kohli got caught in leading the
‘cool life’ -- partying, eating un-
healthy and taking cricket for
granted.

Realising that he was drifting
from his goal, he would take the
challenge of being his old self. He
changed his routine and diet. He
starved. “One night [ was so hun-
gry thatl had thoughts of chewing

upthebedsheet,” he had once said.
The linen was spared nor was the
room service approached, but
Kohli’s resolve didn’t break. The
will to take the tough road re-
mained unbreakable.

That would be the recurring
theme of the Virat Kohli story. In
2014, he was in a freefall on the
England tour. He thought he had
forgotten how to bat and would
not get his touchback.He couldn’t
sleep. Later, he would figure out
that he was dealing with depres-
sion. Kohli would reach out to
Sachin Tendulkar and that would
start his rehabilitation. Once he
ironed out the flaws, trusted his
game, he got back his purpose in
life. Runs would flow, he would get
proclaimed as cricket’s GOAT, but
fame and fortune would bring big-
ger challenges. It is around the
Covid-19 period that Kohli would
face existential issues.

When the world called him
King  Kohli,  Superman,
Chasemaster, he was confused
about hisownidentity. “With your

Jaipur

professionalidentity, somewhere
you start losing perspective as a
human being,” he would articu-
late. To live up to the hype around
him, Kohli would say that he
would “fake his intensity”. The
world wanted him to be the
scowly Kohli even when he was-
n'tinamood to be that. He would
share these anxieties with the
world after he would return from
arare cricket break, something he
had never done in his life.

Evenon his return, Kohliwould
findit tough to meet the staggering
standards he had set for himself.
From January 2022 to January
2025, he would score just three
Test hundreds. None memorable,
nor with gravitas. Kohli, the Test
batsman, was wilting but he was-
n'tgiving up. He would train hard,
even take philosophical inputs
from spiritual gurus. He kept ex-
ploring, kept trying to keep the
promise he had made to his
brother.

Recently during the IPL, he had
spoken about how the meaning of
cricket had changed for him. “You
start with wanting to hit the ball

and later, you go through this
whole journey of being someone
and dealing with expectations. But
then finally again, you reach a
point...and say I am here to hit the
ball,” he had said in an RCB pod-
castinthe middle of hisdream IPL
run.

He seemed to be enjoying “hit-
ting the ball” but going to England
would again mean “being some-
one and dealing with expecta-
tions”. All his career he had been
in a constant fight with odds and
winning it. Now finally, it seems,
he had enough.

On that magical April night in
2011, after India’s World Cup win
at the Wankhede Stadium, Kohli,
after carrying Tendulkar on his
shoulder on a victory lap, had
come up withamemorable quote.
“Tendulkar has carried the burden
of the nation for 21 years, it was
time we carried him,” he said. In
years to come, Kohli would go on
to do a Tendulkar, be a legend af-
ter two decades of high-level bat-
ting. Now that it is time to bid him
goodbye, carry him on the shoul-
ders, it is for others to do a Kohli.
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32 airports shut
due to conflict
reopen; flight to
Amritsar returns
amid blackout

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

FOLLOWING the ceasefire under-
standing between India and
Pakistan, New Delhi on Monday
lifted the temporary closure of
various airports in parts of north-
ern and western India, making
them available for regular civil
flight operations.

Amid the major escalation in
tensions with Pakistan last week,
India had announced atemporary
closure of 32 airports for civil air-
craft operations till 15 5:29 am
May 15, according to a series of
Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs) is-
sued on Friday by aviation author-
ities. Those NOTAMs were can-
celled Monday morning with
immediate effect.

Airlines said they were work-
ing to fully restore operations to
and from the affected airports,
with two IndiGo flights from Delhi
to Jammu and Chandigarh oper-
ating on Monday evening.

Initially, IndiGo announced
the resumption of Delhi-
Chandigarh, Delhi-Jammu and
Delhi-Amritsar flights from
Monday evening. While the
Delhi-Jammu and Delhi-
Chandigarh flights operated with-
out a hiccup, the airline’s Delhi-
Amritsar flight turned back to the
Capital midway after a precau-
tionary blackout was enforced in
Amritsar and a few other areas of
Punjab, itis learnt. The airline did
not comment on the reason for
the flight diversion, but cancelled
Tuesday’s flights to and from
Jammu, Amritsar, Chandigarh,
Leh, Srinagar, and Rajkot “in light
of latest developments”, and
keeping passengers’ “safety” as
priority.

The closure of the 32 airports
led to cancellation of over 300
flights aday, industry sources said.
IndiGo, which is the country’s
largestairline, alone saw over 160
flight cancellations a day due to
the airport closures.

Amongother airlines, Air India
Express has announced the re-
sumption of flights on four routes
— Hindon-Bengaluru,
Jammu-Delhi, Jammu-Srinagar,
and Srinagar-Delhi — from
Tuesday, and Hindon-Mumbai
flight from Wednesday.

Inits press statement, Air India
Express said: “Air India Express
will gradually reinstate flight op-
erations from previously closed
airports, following the lifting of
NOTAM s by the authorities... The
reinstatement of other flights, in-
cluding international services
from Amritsar, is expected to fol-
low from 15th May.”

Two arrested for
making obscene
video, uploading
it on porn site

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
JAIPUR, MAY 12

A 24-YEAR-OLD woman and her
male companion have been ar-
rested for allegedly uploading an
obscene video of an elderly man
onaporn website, the police said
Monday.

Smiriti Jain, a resident of
Dodaghat in Uttar Pradesh, and
Shanu Kumar (28), of Vaishali in
Bihar, were nabbed by police in
Noida and brought to Jaisalmer.

“They were placed under ar-
rest on Saturday,” Circle Officer
Jaisalmer Roop Singh Inda said,
adding the accused are under ju-
dicial custody. The police officer
added that the accused were sus-
pected of having filmed more
such videos, including one in
Dausa district.

Jain allegedly made a video of
a70-year-old man being seduced
and engaging in obscene acts with
herinJaisalmer, while Kumar was
inthedriver's seat. The video was
uploaded on a porn site and the
matter came to light on May 4.

After the video surfaced, the
Jaisalmer police took cognisance
of the matter, registered a case at
Tanot police station and launched
an investigation. The video pur-
portedly showsawomanand her
companion stop the car at a de-
serted place and call the old man
whowas grazing sheep and goats.
Later, obscene acts were filmed
with the old man.

Recently, another video had
surfaced in which a woman can
be seendoingobscene actswitha
man near Dausa. The accused
stopped the car on the pretext of
asking the man the distance to
Dausa. “The faces were blurred. It
is suspected that the accused
made the video. The matter is be-
inginvestigated,” the circle officer

said.

ASSAM PANCHAYAT ELECTIONS: COUNTING STILL ON ACROSS 27 DISTRICTS

BJP heads for big win, Himanta eyes
‘even better’ results in Assembly polls

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI,MAY 12

WITH COUNTING of votes for
Assam’s panchayat elections
continuing to take place through
the day on Monday without be-
ing completed, it became clear
by the evening that the ruling BJP
and its allies were heading to-
wards a clean sweep.

While the counting of the pa-
per ballots for panchayat polls
across 27 districts of the state
started on Sunday morning and
continued through the day on
Monday, by 8:00 pm on Sunday,

the state election commission
had published the results of just
430 0f 2,192 anchalik panchayat
seats.

Of these, 273 were won by
the BJP and 57 by its ally, the
Asom Gana Parishad (AGP). The
Congress cornered 60 of these
seats, while the other opposition
parties, AIUDF and Raijor Dal,
won eight and four, respectively.
Independents won 28 of these
seats.

The leads by the ruling party
are particularly commanding in
the Easternand Northern Assam
districts. For example, out of 86
seats for which results were pub-

lished for Jorhat district — where
Congress leader Gaurav Gogoi is
also the Lok Sabha MP — the BJP
has won 73 and the AGP has won
9, while the Congress has only
managed 3. Of 45 such seats in
Golaghat district, the BJP has
won 32 and the AGP 8, while the
Congress again has won just 3.
Far fewer results were fi-
nalised of 397 zila parishad
members. Results were pub-
lished for 47 seats of which 36
and 7 were cornered by the BJP
and AGP, respectively. The
Congress wononly 1and 3 were
won by Independents. All candi-
dates for 21,920 gram panchayat

THREAT TOo BLow Ur SMS STADIUM

Police personnel frisk cricket coaching players with a metal detector after the Sports Council
office received a mail threatning to blow up the SMS Stadium, Monday. A similar bomb
threat mail was also received on May 8. Rohit jain Paras

members contested as inde-
pendents and were not officially
contesting on any party ticket.

The outcome of these pan-
chayat polls will be read in the
light of the Assam Assembly
election which will be held next
year. As celebrations broke out
among the BJP members across
the state, Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma stated
that the party would perform
“even better” in the Assembly
election.

“In the panchayat election, it
is the village. The BJP is even
stronger in cities. So when urban
results come together with village

results, this result will get even
better... Today I think the poten-
tial of the BJP is to win 104 seats
[out of 126 assembly seats]. But

Western Rajasthan to experience
severe heat from today: Met dept

Jaipur: Some parts of Rajasthan
will experience severe heat
starting Tuesday, according to
the Met department.

Western Rajasthan may see
adecrease in thunderstorm and
rain activities, and temperatures
are predicted to soar by 2-3 de-
grees Celsius.

The weather office said the
maximum temperature will
likely be recorded at 44-45 de-

grees in border areas of Jodhpur
and Bikaner from May 14.

According to the weather of-
ficeinJaipur, in the last 24 hours,
Bikaner's peak temperature was
recorded at 42.3 degrees.

Meanwhile, on Tuesday, light
to moderate rains are expected
in some parts of Bikaner, Jaipur,
Bharatpur, Udaipur and Kota di-
visions.

PTI

there is always a gap between po-
tential and reality... I think there
isavery strong possibility of win-
ning around 95,” he said.

Assam BJP president Dilip
Saikia said in a statement that
the outcome is heading towards
“near-opposition-free
Panchayats.”

Conceding defeat, former

EXPRESS

C

dreers

Congress MPR P Sharmaalleged
“misuse of government machin-

ry” by the BJP during the course
of the campaign.
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UGC RECOGNIZED

Formerly Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University (PDPU)

INVITESTAPPLICATIONS FOR THE POSITION
OF ASSISTANT PROFESSOR/ (ONITERM)

The NSDC-PDEU Centre of Excellence for Skill Development focuses on skilling,

re-skilling, and

upskilling students from Tier-1 to Tier-3 institutions in key sectors like Digital Edge, Energy, Health, and
Water. It offers flexible learning through online, hybrid, and offline modes to ensure inclusive and
accessible education. The Centre supports national missions such as Aatmanirbhar Bharat and Viksit
Bharat, while contributing to Sustainable Development Goals. With industry-grade infrastructure, it
equips students for global workforce readiness to help drive this transformative skilling mission.

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION:

- Emerging Technologies and Digital

- Innovations: Digital Edge

- Energy & Environment

- Life Sciences & Biotechnology
- Social Sciences, Law & Policy

- Language and Cultural Skills

APPLY NOW

[m] -2 [m]
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[m] 5.2

Interested candidates can apply on or before 24th May , 2025

For all other details visit University website: https:/pdeu.ac.in/careers

Hearty Congratulations
Dr.G.Viswanathan

Founder & Chancellor -VIT

on being conferred Honorary Doctor of Pedagogy

by the prestigious

Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT),
Rochester, New York State, USA

This momentous occasion of being conferred with your Honorary
Doctorate marks a remarkable milestone, underscoring your unwavering
dedication, profound impact on countless lives through selfiess service

and significant effort in nation building.

We salute your transformative work and inspiring journey.

Best Wishes from

) VT iy

VIT Alumni Association (VITAA)

Instisutn of Tach

< Nippon ineha Mutual Fund

Wealth sets you free

Mutual Fund Investor Awareness Program

To increase awareness about Mutual Funds, we conduct Investor Awareness Programmes (IAPs) across
the country. Schedule of upcoming IAP is as mentioned below:

/

Date

Time

Location

14" May, 2025

06:30 PM

Jaipur

Rajasthan 302018.

Venue: Hotel Safari, Gopalpur Bypass Rd,Near Surya Nagar, Gopal Pura Mode, Jaipur,

Name: Mukesh Gupta | Mob. No.: 8879861653
Nippon Life India Asset Management Limited | CIN : L65910MHI995PLC220793

CIN: L65190MH2004GOI148838

" Regd. Office: IDBI Bank Ltd, IDBI Tower, WTC Complex,

IDBI Bank Ltd.
Advertisement No. 3/ 2025-26

Recruitment of Junior Assistant Manager (JAM),
Grade 'O' 2025-26

IDBI Bank Ltd. invites online applications for the following position :

Cuffe Parade, Mumbai — 400005.
Tel: 022-66553355

Sl.No. Position

Tentative Vacancies

1. JAM - Grade ‘O’

676

Online registration window is open from
May 08, 2025 — May 20, 2025.

Good gets betlere

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, read all scheme related documents carefully.

NOTE: IDBI Bank reserves the right to accept or reject any/ all application(s) without
assigning any reason(s) whatsoever. Any addendum/modifications with regards to the
selection process shall only be published on the Bank’s website (career section)
www.idbibank.in and not through any other mode. Candidates are requested to
regularly visit the website as above, for update in the matter.

Place — Mumbai

General Manager-HR

w

TATA
TATA STEEL LIMITED

Registered Office: Bombay House, 24, Homi Mody Street, Fort, Mumbai -
Tel.: 91 22 6665 8282 < Email: cosec@tatasteel.com < Website: www.tatasteel.com

400 001 India

CIN: L27100MH1907PLC000260
NOTICE
Extract of Standalone Financial Results for the quarter/twelve months ended on 31st March 2025
Z Crore
P rt | . . . .
articulars Quarter Quarter Quarter Financial Financial
ended on ended on ended on enzzzron enzzgron
31.03.2025 31.12.2024 31.03.2024 31.03.2025 31.03.2024
Audited Audited Audited Audited Audited
Total revenue from operations 34,398.84 32,760.45 36,541.48 1,32,516.66 1,40,932.65
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before tax and
exceptional items) 4,826.22 5,320.79 6,113.01 19,620.88 22,992.73
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax
after exceptional items) 4,293.18 5,174.54 5,471.29 18,718.84 19,504.71
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax 3,169.19 3,878.57 4,091.23 13,969.70 15,661.85
Total comprehensive income for the period
[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period (after tax) | (21,813.74) 1,126.79 3,917.96 (10,003.46) 6,633.48
and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)]
Paid-up equity share capital
[Face value % 1 per share] 1,248.60 1,248.60 1,248.60 1,248.60 1,248.60
Reserves excluding revaluation reserves 1,25,483.34 | 1,39,980.87
Securities premium reserve 31,290.24 31,290.24 31,290.24 31,290.24 31,290.24
Net Worth 1,23,543.94 | 1,45,359.20 | 1,38,041.53 1,23,543.94 | 1,38,041.53
Paid-up Debt Capital 15,156.26 12,825.48 12,823.10 15,156.26 12,823.10
Net Debt Equity Ratio 0.43 0.33 0.27 0.44 0.27
Earnings per equity share:
Basic earnings per share of ¥ 1 each (not
annualised) - in Rupees (after exceptional 254 3.11 328 11.19 12.55
items) ' ' ' ' '
Diluted earnings per share of ¥ 1 each (not
annualised) - in Rupees (after exceptional 254 311 308 11.19 12.54
items) ' ’ ' ' ’
Debenture Redemption Reserve 1,328.75 1,328.75 1,328.75 1,328.75 1,328.75
Debt Service Coverage Ratio 3.47 5.93 9.47 3.82 2.56
Interest Service Coverage Ratio 8.87 8.81 14.47 9.94 10.33

Extract of Consolidated Financial Results for the quarter/twelve months ended on 31st March 2025

% Crore
Particulars Quarter Quarter Quarter Fi';(i’;im Fi';;r:ial
ended on ended on ended on
31.03.2025 | 31122024 | 31.03.2024 | 1rosooes | arocS o,
Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Audited Audited
Total revenue from operations 56,218.11 53,648.30 58,687.31 | 2,18,542.51 | 2,29,170.78
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before tax and
exceptional items) 2,588.30 1,798.22 2,403.34 9,267.51 6,667.04
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax
(after exceptional items) 2,199.69 1,672.03 1,808.87 8,412.87 (1,147.04)
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax 1,200.88 295.49 554.56 3,173.78 (4,909.61)
Total comprehensive income for the period
[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period (after tax) 1,422.37 (561.03) 232.10 3,447.08 (8,137.51)
and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)]
Paid-up equity share capital
[Face value % 1 per share] 1,247.44 1,247.44 1,247.44 1,247.44 1,247.44
Reserves (excluding revaluation reserves)
and Non controlling interest 90,105.34 91,185.30
Net Worth 87,770.44 86,281.05 88,623.82 87,770.44 88,623.82
Net Debt Equity Ratio 0.91 0.94 0.78 0.90 0.78
Earnings per equity share:
Basic earnings per share of ¥ 1 each (not
annualised) - in Rupees (after exceptional items) 1.04 0.26 0.49 2.74 (3.62)
Diluted earnings per share of ¥ 1 each (not
annualised) - in Rupees (after exceptional items) 1.04 0.26 0.49 2.74 (3.62)
Debenture Redemption Reserve 1,328.75 1,328.75 1,328.75 1,328.75 1,328.75
Debt Service Coverage Ratio 0.74 1.82 221 0.70 0.68
Interest Service Coverage Ratio 344 253 291 312 247

Note:

Sd/-

T V Narendran
Chief Executive Officer &
Managing Director

Mumbai: May 12, 2025

The above is an extract of the detailed format of Standalone and Consolidated financial results for the
quarter/twelve months ended on 31st March 2025 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 and
Regulation 52 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full
format of the Standalone and Consolidated results for the quarter/twelve months ended on 31st March 2025
are available on the websites of the Stock Exchanges (www.nseindia.com/www.bseindia.com) and the

Company's website (www.tatasteel.com).

TATA STEEL

Sd/-

Koushik Chatterjee
Executive Director &
Chief Financial Officer

Jaipur




KARNATAKA POWER
CORPORATION LIMITED

CIN : U85110KA1970SGC001919

No.: KPCL/2025-26/SE0246 Date: 08.05.2025

ABSTRACT BID NOTIFICATION
DOMESTIC COMPETITIVE BIDDING (TWO COVER SYSTEM)

Through e-Procurement Portal only

Name of work: Consultancy services for Performance improvement
of Coal Handling Plant at YTPS-RPCL.

KPCL invites bids through GoK e-procurement platform
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in from the qualified bidders for
"Conducting performance study on Coal Handling Plant at YTPS-
RPCL & preparation of the comprehensive report of constraints
faced by the site team with best possible solution tailor made as
per site conditions and monitoring/supervise the implementation
of best possible solutions recommeded in the analysis report,
review of O&M practices, safety system and to provide guidance
to prepare HIRA (HAZARD Identification and Risk Assessment),
JSA (Job Safety Analysis) to improve safety practices etc. at
Yeramarus Thermal Power station (YTPS-RPCL)-2X800MW in the
state of Karnataka, India"

The tender details can be downloaded from https://kppp.
karnataka.gov.in and further details can be had from Chief Engineer
(Thermal Designs), KPCL, No. 3, 2nd Floor, Green Building, Drug
Controller Department Premises, Palace Road, Bengaluru-560
001. Mobile No.: 9448436926, E-mail: kpclcetd@gmail.com,
cetdbtps3@gmail.com, Website: www.kpcl.karnataka.gov.in
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MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS
Notification
New Delhi, the 2 April 2025

S.0. 1582-E (E). Whereas by the notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highway, S.0. 5523-E Dated:23 December 2024 published in Gazette of India,
Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-section (ii) issued under sub-section (1) of section 3A of the
National Highway Act, 1956 (48 of 1956) (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), the Central
Government declared its intention to acquire the land specified in the Schedule annexed to the said
notification for building (widening/four-laning, etc.), mai and operation of
NH2-48A in the stretch of land from Km. 0.400 to km. 24.200 in the village(s) namely Bagawas
Chaurasi Taluk- Virat Nagar and in the village(s) namely- Taluk- Shahpura in the district of JATPUR
in the state of RAJASTHAN

And whereas the substance of the said notification has been published in “Naya India” and “Times
of india” both dated 11.01.2025 and 24.01.2025 respectively under sub-section (3) of section 3A of
the said Act;

And whereas the Competent Authority has received objections filed under Section 3-C, considered
and settled the same appropriately;

And whereas, in pursuance of sub-section (1) of section 3D of the said Act, the Competent Authority
has submitted its report to the Central Government;

Now, therefore, upon receipt of the said report of the Competent Authority and in exercise of the
powers conferred by the sub-section (1) of section 3D of the said Act, the Central Government hereby
declares that the land specified in the said Schedule should be acquired for the aforesaid purpose;
And further, in pursuance of sub-section (2) of section 3D of the said Act, the Central Government
hereby declares that on publication of this notification in the Official Gazette, the land specified in
the said Schedule shall vest absolutely in the Central Government, free from all encumbrances.
SCHEDULE

Brief Description of the land to be acquired with or without structures falling NH-248A in the stretch
of land from Km. 0.400 to Km. 24.200 in the village(s) namely Bagawas Chaurasi Taluk-Virat Nagar
and in the village(s) namely- Taluk-Shahpura in the district of JAIPUR in the state of RAJASTHAN
2328 G1/2025

File Number: RW/JAI/RJ/CE_RO/NH-12012/2017-18/21/3D

DIPR/C/5434/2025 ABHAY JAIN, Director.

~ YES BANK YES BANK LIMITED

Branch Office: 4th Floor, Anand Bhawan , Plot No. 307, Sansar Chandra Road, Chowkri Haveli, Jaipur - Raj. - 302001
Registered Office: Yes Bank House, Off Western Express Highway, Santacruz East, Mumbai - 400055

PUBLICATION OF NOTICE U/S 13 (2) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

13(2) of the Securiti

Agreement No.

1 | MIC011101515857

and R

Name of Borrowers, co-borrowers,

Mortgagors/ Guarantor

Mr. Gopal Mali (Borrower)
Mrs. Shanta Devi (Co-Borrower)

Shanta Sabji Bhandhar Through Proprietor
Shanta Devi (Co-Borrower)
Mrs. Mitthu Bai Mali (Co-Borrower & Mortgagor)

Notice is hereby given that the under mentioned borrower(s)/ co-borrower(s)/ guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) who have
defaulted in the repayment of principal and interest of the loan facilities obtained by them from the Bank and whose
facility account has been classified as Non-Performing Assets (NPA). The notices were issued to them under Section
i uction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002
(SARFAESI Act) on their last known addresses but they have been returned un-served and as such they are hereby
informed by way of this public notice.

13(2) Notice

Ols. Amount As per Notice Date
NPA Date

Rs. 23,27,098.74/-

(Rupees Twenty Three
Lakh Twenty Seven

Thousand Ninety Eight
and Paisa Seventy Four
Only) as on 02-May-25

02-May-25
15-Apr-25

Wide, West : Plot No. 24 & 25

Manak Nagar, Near Sabji Mandi, j A
owned by Mrs. Mitthu Bai and same bounded as under: North : Plot No. 18B, South : Plot No. 17A, East : Aam Rasta 30’ Ft.

Details of secured asset : All that piece and parcel of Plot No. 17B, 18A, Patta No. 1058, Khasra No. 395, 396, 100 Ft. Road,
- g . A

Village

ing 2000.0 Sq. Ft. and

sale ofthat secured asset.
Dated: 13-05-2025

The above borrowers, co-borrowers and /or their
upon to make payment of outstanding amount within 60 days from the date of publication of this notice, failing which
further steps will be taken after expiry of said 60 days under sub-section (4) of Section 13 of SARFAESI Act,2002.
Furthermore, this is to bring to your attention that under Section 13 (8) of the SARFAESI Act, 2002, in case our dues
together with all costs, charges and expenses incurred by us are tendered at any time before the date fixed for sale or
transfer, the secured asset shall not be sold or transferred by us, and no further step shall be taken by us for transfer or

Place: Udaipur

(s)/mortgagor(s) (

Authorized Officer, For YES BANK Limited

are hereby called

s/d -

Whereas,

é1cICI Home Finance

Corporate Office: ICICI HFC Tower, Andheri Kurla Road, J.B. Nagar, Andheri (E), Mumbai - 400 059.
Branch Office: 1stfloor, 294, Mehar Plaza, PlotNo. 1,2,15 & 16, Veer Durgadas Nagar, Pali, Rajasthan 306401

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

Registered Office: ICICI Bank Towers, Bandra-Kurla Complex,
Bandra (East), Mumbai-400051.

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of ICICI Home Finance Company Limited under the Securitisation,
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers
conferred under section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002, issued demand
notices upon the borrowers mentioned below, to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from
the date of receipt of the said notice.

As the borrower failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that
the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on
him/ her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below-mentioned dates. The
borrower in particular and the publicin general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings
with the property will be subject to the charge of ICICI Home Finance Company Limited.
The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time
available, to redeem the secured assets.

(Borrower), PHATMA
(Co-Borrower),
NHPLI00001277529

Remaining Part Of

306401. Bounded By- North: 14 Ft Wide Road, South:
his House Jubeda, East : 10 Ft Way,
West : Remaining Part Of This House Samsuddin. Date Of
Possession :08-May-25

Name of the Borrower/ —r Date of Demand | Name
Sr. Co-Borrower(s) Loan Description of Property / Notice / Amount in|  of
0. ~Account Number's Date of Symbolic Possession Demand Notice (Rs) |Branch
1 [UMAR FARUKH Part Of H No 35 Chipo Ki Dahal Teliyo Ki Gali Pali Rajasthan|  15-02-2025 PALI

Rs.625528.16/-

)

HINDUJA HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

HINDUJ Corporate Office: No. 167-169, 2nd Floor, Little Mount, Saidapet, Chennai-600015 | E-mail: auction@hindujahousingfinance.com
HOUSING FINANCE Regional Office Rajasthan: 2nd Floor, 212, 213, 214, Evershine Tower, F-1, Amrapali Circle, Vaishali Nagar, Jaipur, Rajasthan -302021

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Hinduja Housing Finance Limited (HHFL) under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notice under section 13(2) calling upon the below mentioned borrowers to repay the amount mentioned in the
notice alongwith further charges and interest etc. within 60 days from the date of the said notice. The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is
hereby given to the borrowers and the publicin general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers
conferred on him under Sub-Section (4) of Section 13 of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security interest Enforcement Rules, 2002.

DL/BDP/BDRP/A000000030
MRS. SAROJ KUMARI (Co Borrower)

Account Number &
Name of the Borrowers
1. MR. DHARMENDRA KUMAR (Borrower) 2,

Demand Notice
Date & Amount (Rs.)
31/08/2024
Rs.62,51,088/-

Symbolic Possession, Symbolic
Possession Date & Amount
08/05/2025
62,51,088/- as on 21/08/2024

Description of the Secured Assets- All that part and parcel of the property situated at Khasra No. 660/237, Village Santhalka, Tehsil Tijara, Dist.
Alwar, Rajasthan, India - 301019 Admeasuring Area 1513 sq. yds. Bounded by: North: Road, South: Vacant Land of Ghasiram, East: House of

Tejpal, West: House of Mehar Chand.
RJ/BEH/BEHR/A000000182 & CO/CPC/CPOF/A0000002417
1. Mr.Narendra Kumar Yadav (borrower) 2. Mrs. Anju Bala (Co Borrower)

09/05/2025

10/08/2024
Rs 23,96,928/- as on 09/08/2024

Rs 23,96,928/-

Description of the Secured Assets- All that part and parcel of the property situated at Patta No. 19, Village Kaliyahoda, Gram Panchayat
Dhundhariya, Panchayat Samiti Behror, Dist. Alwar Rajasthan- 301709 Admeasuring Area 125 Sq. Ft. Bounded by: North: House of Patram Yadav,

South: House of Rajpal Yadav, East: Road, West: Road & House of Kishan Yadav
E DL/BDP/BDRP/A000000850 & CO/CPC/CPOC/A00000067
1.MR.ABDUL MAJID (Borrower) 2MRS. MUNESH DEVI (Co Borrower)

31/08/2024
Rs. 34,31,135/-

09/05/2025
Rs. 34,31,135/- as on 21/08/2024

Road and House of Dulla.

Description of the Secured Assets- All that part and parcel of the property situated at Khasra No. 367, 136, 139, Village Chopanki, Tapukara,
Dist. Alwar, Rajasthan, India - 301707 Admeasuring Area 578.66 sg. yards. Bounded by: North: Property of Nasroo, South: Road, East: Road, West:

DL/BDP/BDRP/A000000629 1.
RAHISAN RAHISAN (Co Borrower)

MR. AARIF KHAN (Borrower) 2. MRS.|

31/08/2024
Rs. 47,33,035/-

09/05/2025
Rs. 47,33,035/- as on 21/08/2024

Property of Kurisid.

Description of the Secured Assets- All that part and parcel of the property situated at Khasra No. 215, Village Bandapur, Tehsil Tijara, Dist.
Alwar, Rajasthan, India - 301707 Admeasuring Area 659.5 Sq. mtrs. Bounded by: North: House of Hajidanu, South: Road, East: Rasta, West:

DL/BDP/BDRP/A000000775

1. MR. SATBIR SINGH (Borrower) 2. MRS.|
MAYAMAYA (Co Borrower) 3. MR. VARUN VARUN (Co Borrower)

12/09/2024
Rs. 44,78,342/-

09/05/2025
Rs. 44,78,342/- as on 12/09/2024

Description of the Secured Assets- All that part and parcel of the property situated at PLOT NO. 34, ARAJI NO.3488/2691,GANDHI NAGAR,
REVENUE GRAM - BHILWARA, TEH.& DIST. - BHILWARA, Rajasthan, India - 311001, admeasuring area:- 928 Sq.Ft. Bounded by: North: Gali,
South: PlotNo. 33, East: Road, West: Open Land.

Authorised Officer, CLM -9521299560 RLM - 9928078531, RRM 7891119990, CRM -7014034149
The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub —section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured
assets. The borrowers in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property
will be subject to the charge of HHF L alongwith further charges and interest etc. thereon.

Date: 13.05.2025 Place: All Rajasth

(Authorised Officer) Hinduja Housing Finance Limited.

1, SADDIQ KHAN S/o Ahmed Khan R/o
village- Rawla Badiya, Post- Bayla,
Tehsil- Masuda, Dist.- Beawar (Raj.)
have declare that in my Passport No.
M7349293 My name MOHAMMAD
SIDDIQ KHAN S/o AHAMAD KHAN is
wrong. My correct name is SADDIQ
KHAN S/o Ahmed Khan. In future |
shall be know as SADDIQ KHAN S/o
Ahmed Khan for all purposes.

\_Date : 13.05.2025 | Place : Pali

The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/ guarantors(s) are hereby given a 30 day notice to repay the amount, else the
mortgaged properties will be sold on the expiry of 30 days from the date of publication of this Notice, as per the
provisions under the Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.
Authorised Officer, ICICI Home Finance Company Limited )

Q.

muthoot

HOUSING FINAMNCE

MUTHOOT HOUSING FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED

Registered Office: TC NO.14/2074-7, Muthoot Centre, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram - 695 034,
CIN NO - U65922KL2010PLC025624, Corporate Office: 12/A 01, 13th floor, Parinee Crescenzo,

Plot No. C38 & C39, Bandra Kurla Complex-G block (East), Mumbai-400051 TEL. NO: 022-62728517,
Email Id: authorised.officer@muthoot.com

FORM NO. URC-2
Advertisement giving notice about registration
under Part | of Chapter XXI of the Act
[Pursuant to section 374(b) of the companies
Act, 2013 and rule 4(1) of the companies
(Authorised to Register) Rules, 2014]

1. Notice is hereby given that in pursuance of|
sub-section (2) of section 366 of the
Companies Act, 2013, an application is
proposed to be made after fifteen days
hereof but before the expiry of thirty days
hereinafter to the Registrar at Central

APPENDIX -IV [Rule 8(1)] Possession Notice (For Inmovable Property)

Whereas The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Muthoot Housing Finance Company Ltd., under the Securitisation And
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (ACT NO.54 OF 2002) and in exercise of powers
conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice to below
mentioned Borrower/s / Guarantor/s. After completion of 60 days from date of receipt of the said notice, The Borrower/s / Guarantor/s
having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower/s / Guarantor/s and the public in general that the undersigned
has taken Symbolic Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on them under section 13(4)
of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on this.

3" Floor, Bldg No : 36, Millenium Business Park,
Opp Ramada Hotel, TTC Industrial Area, Sector - 2,
Mahape, Navi Mumbai - 400705
Tel No.: +91 22 49116300

FINAL AUCTION CUM SALE NOTICE FOR GOLD ORNAMENTS

The borrower(s) (whose details are provided in the table herein below), in particular, and the
public, in general,are hereby informed that the below mentioned accounts are overdue, and
the borrowers/account holders have not responded /complied with the communication,and
notice send by HDB Financial Services Limited (the “Company”) requesting the borrower to
clear his/her/their dues as per the documents in respect of the below mentioned loan signed/
accepted by the borrower(s) (such documents, collectively “loan agreeement”) and therefore
defaulted in terms thereof. The Company has in excercise of its rights as a pledgee, decided to
enforce the pledge and therefore hold a public auction of the gold ornaments pledged to the
company as security for the loan for the purpose of selling the same and realizing/recovering
the dues owned by the borrower(s) to the company. The auction will be conducted on/after
16-05-2025 at the below mentioned local branch of HDB Financial Services Limited from
11.00 am onwards on the date and branches mentioned in the below table;-

HDB Financial Services Limited

Loan No | Customer Name Date of Loan| Overdue Branch Name
Amount I

44082424| Adity Surela 18-01-2024 72438 Chomu
50551523 |Vinod Kumar Meena 13-06-2024 26171 Jaipur-Subhash Chowk
58296435|Ramesh Chand Meena | 27-11-2024 18452 Jaipur-Subhash Chowk
58248776|Vikky Meena 26-11-2024 8979 Jaipur-Subhash Chowk
47505440| Yogesh Chand Sharma | 09-04-2024 32833 Jaipur-Vidhyadhar Nagar
51255861/ Firoj Khan 02-07-2024 33090 Jaipur-Vidhyadhar Nagar

The auction shall be conducted on an “AS IS WHERE” and “AS IS WHAT IT” basis and the
Company is not making and shall not make any representation or warranties as regards
the quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold ornaments. It shall be
the sole and absolute responsibility of the potential purchaser to verify, examine and
satisfy themselves about the quality, purity, caratage, weight or valuation of the said gold
ornaments prior to placing their bid and for such purpose it shall be open to potential
purchasers to examine, at their sole cost and expense, and at the address set out herein
above, the gold ornaments whether with or without expert advice 45 minutes prior to
the time stipulated for the conduct of the auction. All the bid shall be subjected to such
minimum reserve price as the company may deem fit to fix in this regards. The auction
process and sale (if any) pursuant to such auction shall be subjected to such further terms
and condition as the company may at sole discretion deem fit to impose.

If the borrower(s) mentioned above pays the amount due to the Company in terms of
the loan agreement in his individual loan account in full before the auction as mentioned
above, the pledged ornaments securing the said loan may be withdrawn from the said
auction without further notice. Please note the it is the absolute discretionary power of the
undersigned authorized officer of the company,either to postpone or to cancel the auction
proceeding without prior notice and without assigning any reason thereof and to reject any
or all the bids or offer without assigning any reason for the same.

Place : RAJASTHAN
Date : 13-05-2025

Authorised Officer
(HDB Financial Services Ltd)

Sr. LAN / Name of Borrower / Co-Borrower / Guarantor Date of I?emand Total Os Amount (_Rs.) Date °.f
No| notice Future Interest Applicable | Possession
LAN No. MHFLPROCTG000005003574 Rs.5,35,406.30/-
111, Roshan Lal, 2. Durga Devi, 3. Kishan Lal Nayak 03-January-2025 as on 06-May-2025
07-December-2024

Description of Secured Asset(s) /Immovable Property (ies) ALL PIECE AND PARCEL OF RESIDENTIAL PLOTAT PATTANO.
4743, BOOK NO- 95, VILLAGE KARJIYA, GRAM PANCHAYAT — SANKHALI, PANCHAYAT SAMITI — RASHMI, TEHSIL -
RASHMI, DISTRICT — CHITTORGARH, RAJASTHAN, AREA ADMEASURING 2560 SQ. FEET. BOUNDED BY: EAST:- ROAD
WEST:- SELF BADANORTH: BHAGWAN LAL/ GHISANAYAK SOUTH: ROAD

and further interest thereon.

The Borrower/s / Guarantor/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with
the property will be subject to the charge of the Muthoot Housing Finance Company Limited, for an above mentioned demanded amount

Place: RAJASTHAN, Date: 13 May, 2025

Sd/- Authorised Officer - For Muthoot Housing Finance Company Limited

PAISALO DIGITAL LIMITED
(Formerly known as S.E. Investments Ltd.)
CIN No. L65921DL1992PLC120483
Registered Office at CSC Pocket-52, Near Police Station, CR Park, New Delhi-110019
Branch Office at: Off. No. 457,4th Floor, Sunny Mart, New Aatish Market, Mansarovar,
Jaipur-302020, (Rajasthan)
Ph. No. 9314142990, website: www.paisalo.in, Email: legal@paisalo.in

PAISAL

EASY LOAN 3T @

(Under Rule 8 (1) and (2) for inmovable property)
Whereas, The undersigned being the authorised officer of M/s Paisalo Digital Limited
under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security InterestAct, 2002 (54 0f 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section
13(12) read with [rule 3] of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 had issued
demand notice dated 24.12.2024 under Section 13(2) of the said Act calling upon you
being the Borrower/Guarantor, Security Provider i.e., Borrower: M/s Asha Niketan
Public School Shiksha Samiti Chomu having its Regd. Office at Shree Ram Nagar,
Behind Gayatri Mandir, Radha Bhag, Chomu, Jaipur-303702, Guarantors: 1. M/s Indo
Australian Education Society, Regd. Off: Shree Ram Nagar, Behind Gayatri Mandir,
Radha Bhag, Chomu,Jaipur-303702 (Raj.), 2. Shri Ravindra Kumar Joshi (Mortgagor)
Slo Shri Kailash Chand Joshi R/o 20, Anjani Nagar, Indra Colony, Chomu, Tripolia,
Chomu, Jaipur-303802 (Raj.), 3. Shri Kailash Chand Joshi S/o Shri Shankar Lal Joshi,
R/o 20, Anjani Nagar, Indra Colony, Chomu, Tripolia, Chomu, Jaipur-303802 (Raj.) 4.
Smt. Shashi Joshi W/o Shri Ravindra Kumar Joshi R/o 20, Anjani Nagar, Indra Colony,
Chomu, Tripolia, Chomu, Jaipur-303802 (Raj.), to repay the amount mentioned in the
said notice being Rs. 1,57,24,627/- (Rupees One Crore Fifty Seven Lakh Twenty Four
Thousand Six Hundred Twenty Seven Only) payable and due as on 14.12.2024 along-
with late fee w.e.f. 15.12.2024 and any incidental expenses, costs, charges, etc. incurred
and accruing on daily basis thereafter till the date of payment and/or realization within 60
days from the date of the said notice.
The Borrower and Guarantors having failed to repay the amount in full as mentioned in
the demand notice dated 24.12.2024, notice is hereby given to the Borrower/Guarantors
and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property
described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub-section (4) of
section 13 of Act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on
this 9th day of May, 2025.
The Borrower and Guarantors in particular (mentioned hereinabove) and the public in
general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the
property will be subject to the charge of M/s Paisalo Digital Limited for an amount of Rs.
1,57,24,627/- (Rupees One Crore Fifty Seven Lakh Twenty Four Thousand Six
Hundred Twenty Seven Only) which is excluding further interest at contractual rates on
the aforesaid amount, incidental expenses, cost, charges, etc. incurred and accruing
thereon on daily basis.
The Borrower and Guarantors' attention is invited to provisions of the sub-section (8) of
section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

POSSESSION NOTICE

. VASTU HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION LTD
Unit 203 & 204, 2nd Floor, “A” Wing, Navbharat Estate, Zakaria Bunder Road,
Sewri (West), Mumbai 400015. Maharashtra.

VASTUE

HOUSING FINANCE

CIN No.: U65922MH2005PLC272501

Registration Centre (CRC) Indian Institute of
Corporate Affairs (lICA), Plot No. 6, 7, 8,
Sector 5, IMT Manesar, District Gurgaon
(Haryana), Pin Code-122050 that “M/s
Ajmer Diesels & Tractors” a
Partnership firm may be registered under
Part | of Chapter XXI of the Companies Act
2013, as a Company limited by shares.

2. The principal objects of the company

are as follows:

i.  Toactas distributors, dealers, and suppli-
ers of electronic goods and devices,
including national and international
brands, to retailers, wholesalers, and end
customers across the country.

i. Tocarry on the business of wholesale and

retail of all kinds of electronic goods,

consumer electronics, home appliances,
gadgets, and related accessories,
including televisions, mobile phones,
computers, kitchen appliances, air
conditioners, and audio systems and

Household electrical items, pumps,

motors, fans, chakki, virtual products like

AMC and product insurance and repairs

for all the above-mentioned category.

To establish, manage, and operate retail

stores, online stores, and showrooms for

the sale of electronic goods to end
consumers, dealers, and corporate
clients.

iv. To establish, operate, and manage an e-
commerce platform for the online sale and
delivery of electronic goods, allowing
customers to purchase products directly
from the company via the internet.

v. Tocarry onimport and export of scrap and
sale of scrap in India and intemational
markets.

3. A copy of the draft memorandum and
articles of association of the proposed
company may be inspected at the
registered office at OUTSIDE HATHIPOLE,
Udaipur, Rajasthan, 313001

4. Notice is hereby given that any person
objecting to this application may commu-
nicate their objection in writing to the
Registrar at Central Registration
Centre (CRC), Indian Institute of
Corporate Affairs (IICA), Plot No. 6, 7, 8,
Sector 5, IMT Manesar, District
Gurgaon (Haryana), Pin Code-122050,
within Twenty one days from the date of
publication of this notice, with a copy to
the Company at its registered office
address mentioned above.

For and on behalf of

M/s Ajmer Diesels & Tractsodrls
Alok Tak

(Partner)

Date : 12.05.2025 | Place : Udaipur

= REGIONAL OFFICE
ﬁfg RAJASTHAN STATE '“ﬁ"%
POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD
1st Floor, Sahkari Bhumi Vikas Bank, College Road, Opposite
Police Line, District- Nagaur 341001
email: rorpcb.nagaur@gmail.com
REGISTERED POST/E-MAIL
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RPCB/RO NGR/PUB-33/514-519 Date: 05/05/2025

~ YES BANK YES BANK LIMITED
Branch Office: 4th Floor, Anand Bhawan , Plot No. 307, Sansar Chandra Road, Chowkri Haveli, Jaipur - Raj. - 302001
Registered Office: Yes Bank House, Off Western Express Highway, Santacruz East, Mumbai - 400055

APPENDIX 1V [Rule 8(1)] POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)

Whereas

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Yes Bank Limited under the
Securitization & Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of the powers conferred under section
13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued a
demand notice dated 01-Jan-2025 calling upon the Borrower Mr. Naresh Narvani
(Borrower), Mrs. Rekha Alias Rekha Devi Narwani (Co-Borrower) vide loan account
number MOR002401080311 & 123388900000011 to repay the amount mentioned in the
said notice being Rs. 40,32,408.89/- (Rupees Forty Lakhs Thirty Two Thousand Four
Hundred Eight and Paisa Eighty Nine Only) as on 20-Dec-24 together with further
interest and other charges thereon, within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said
notice.

The Borrower, Co-Borrowers, Mortgagors, and Guarantors having failed to repay the
amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower, Co-Borrowers, Mortgagors,
Guarantors, and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the
property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub-
section (4) of section 13 of the said Act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this the 09th day of May of the year 2025.
The Borrower, Co-Borrowers, Mortgagors and Guarantors in particular and the public in
general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the
property will be subject to the charge of the Yes Bank Limited for an amount Rs.
40,32,408.89/- (Rupees Forty Lakhs Thirty Two Thousand Four Hundred Eight and Paisa
Eighty Nine Only) as on 20-Dec-24 and interest and costs thereon.

The Borrowers/Mortgagors attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of
section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

All that piece and parcel of 1/1194, In Block No. 01, Malviya Nagar, Jaipur, Rajasthan
Admeasuring 44.0 Sq. Mtr. and owned by Mrs. Rekha Devi Narwani and same bounded
asunder:

North: Road South: House No. 1/1199
East: House No. 1/1193 West: House No. 1/1195

For YES BANK Limited
Date: 09/05/2025 | Place: Jaipur Authorized Officer)

Place Jaipur, Udaipur

shown in Column (H) of the table.

POSSESSION NOTICE
Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Vastu Housing Finance Corporation Limited under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred to him under
section 13 (12) read with Rule 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued a Demand Notice calling upon the borrowers
mentioned herein below to repay the amount mentioned in therespective notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise
of powers conferred on me under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 9 of the said rules on the date mentioned below.
The borrower and guarantor in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with
the property will be subject to the charge of the Vastu Housing Finance Corporation Limited Branch for an amount metioned as below and
interest thereon, costs etc.
SN Name of Borrower, Date & Amount of Description of Property Date & Type of
Co-Borrower and LAN No. Demand Notice Possession
1 Bularam Gurjar, 11-Jan-25 Plot in Khasra No 47, Village Balawas, Kotputli, Symbolic
Sukli Devi, Rs.521161&  |Jaipur, Rajasthan, 303108, Area Adm. 217 [Possession Taken
HL0000000024871 Rs.239646 on  |Sq./Mtr..North-House of Dataram, South-House| on 08-May-25
LP0000000066994 08-Jan-25 of Lala, East-3ft Street, West-Rasta 20ft
2 Amar Singh Rajawat (Since 24-Dec-24 Plot No.22, Measuring 108.30 Sq. Yards, Durga Symbolic
Decee}sed) to all legal Heirs Rs.1959110 on |Vihar-E, Khori Road, Luniyawas, Sanganer,|Possession Taken
o éApp"caT\),;,sfeemf‘, ran\m rof 23-Dec24  |Jaipur, Rajasthan-302017 North-Other's Land,| On 09-May-25
0 Borrower) Wife and legal Heir o | y y
Late Mr. Amar Singh Rajawat South-Plot No 21, East-Road 30 Feet, West-Plot
(Since Deceased), Shivraj Singh No15
Rajawat Son and Legal Heir of Late
Mr. Amar Singh Rajawat (Since
Deceased),Karan Singh Rajawat Son
and Legal Heir of Late Mr. Amar
Singh Rajawat (Since
Deceased),Vishal Singh Rajawat Son
and Legal Heir of Late Mr. Amar
Singh Rajawat (Since
Deceased),Bhagwan Singh Rajawat
(Guarantor) ,Sampat Singh
(Guarantor)
HL0000000015212
3 Manish Suhalka, 19-Jun-23 Araji No. 671, Part Of Plot No.52, Revenue Vill. - Physical
Rani Suhalka, Rs.342847 &  |savenaKhasraNo.671, Khera, Tehsil -girwa, Dist. | Possession Taken
LP0000000045485 Rs.1580003 &  |-Udaipur,Rajasthan,313001North-Road 25 Ft| on07-May-25
HL0000000017205 Rs.384177 on | wide, South-Plot No.51, house of Mr. Jain Sab,
LP0000000027199 12-Jun-23 | East.At Joining Part of Plot No. 52, West-Road 25
Ft. Wide.

Vastu Housing Fi

Authorised officer

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

Aot I 311w sfsar

Central Bank of India

BRANCH : ARYA SAMAJ ROAD KOTA DIST. KOTA -324001

APPENDIX-IV-A [ SEE PROVISO TO RULE 8 (6) ]

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE (Under SARFAESI Act 2002)

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 Read with Proviso to Rule 8 (6) of
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, Notice is hereby given to the general public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) shown in Column (A) of the table below that the
Immovable Properties shown in Column (C) of the table below which are mortgaged with the secured creditor, Actual possession of the Central Bank of India secured creditor has been taken by the Authorized
Officers of the Central Bank of India on "As is Where is" and As is what is Basis" from the Borrowers and Sureties. The Outstanding Amount of the secured creditors of the Central Bank of India as per
demand notice 13 (2) detailed below in The Column (B). Reserve Price, Earnest Money (EMD) & Bid Escalation Amount shown in Column (D) of the table. Date & time of Inspection of the property shown in column
(E) of the table. Date and Time for Submission of EMD & KYC Documents shown in Column (F) of the Table. Date and Time of e-Auction is described Column (G) of the table. The date and type of possession is

DISCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

Owner of Particulars of Property Boundaries of
the Property the property
Mr. Ravindra | Residential Plot bearing No. 20 along-with | North- Plot No.5
Kumar Joshi | any construction thereon situated at Anjani | East- Plot No. 25,

South- 25 Ft. Common Road
West- 25 Ft. Common Road

Nagar, Chomu, Jaipur admeasuring 400
sq.yardsi.e. 334.45sq.mtr.

A B C D E F G H |
Name of the Outstanding Discription of the Inmovable Property Reserve Price Date & Ti Last date & Date & |Date & time | E-AUCTION
S. | Borrowers/ Guarantors | Amount as per ate & Time| e for Time of | of Physical | Scheduled
. Earnest Money | for Property o N .
No. 13 (2) Notice - 1 tion | Submission | e-Auction | Possession
Name of Branch BID Escalation Amt ! of EMD & KYC
1. | M/is NARENDRA Rs.35,67,071.01 |/mmovable Property in the Name of — Mrs. Rs. Date Date Date Date 06.06.2025
g\/IENI\IIEARLdST(GJREt ) :(gmlesh‘Gau)ta'{n \!\4/0 ‘MI’I ll\:arendr; Gall;t/asrz 30,05,000.00 | 05.06.2025 | 06.06.2025 | 06.06.2025 | 27.11.2024 15 DAYS
r. Narendra Gautam uarantor ) Residential House No
& Mr. Narendra Gautam & Second Floor Akhyaraj Ki Haweli ( Katla) Shastri Rs. 3,00,500.00 11'01?)AM 0 4u0%tt;M 11'1(‘)’AM N%A"I'II-(EE
Mrs. Kamlesh Gautam Market Ward Purani Dhanmandi Kota. Rs. 10,000/~ 04.00 PM i 05.00 PM
Mrs. Kamlesh Gautam AdmeaSLIJrlng 1137.Sq.Ft g -
Wio Mr. Narendra Gautam Boundaries
(Guarantor) East - House of Guddi Lal, West- Rest Portion
AtBranch: Of Anandraj House, North- Jain Mandir, South-
Arya Samaj Road Kota Common Chowk & Rest Portion of 12/54

The Bidder will register on website https://baanknet.com and upload KYC documents and after verification of KYC documents by the service provider, EMD to be Deposited in Global EMD wallet through
NEFT/RTGS/transfer (after generation of challan from https://www.mstcecommerce.com). The Auction will be conducted through the Bank's approved service provider "https://baanknet.com". E-auction will
be held "As is where is", "As is what is" and "whatever is there is" basis. For detailed terms and conditions, please refer to the link provided in www.centralbankofindia.co.in secured creditor or auction platform
https:/lbaanknet.com. the service provider's web portal. For more information please contact Arya Samaj Road, Kota 8696930750

Date: 09.05.2025
Place: JAIPUR

(Satya Prakash Sharma)
Authorized Officer

Paisalo Digital Ltd.

Date : 12.05.2025 Place : Kota

The borrower/ guarantors are hereby notified to pay the sum as mentioned above along with up to dated interest and ancillary expenses Within 15 days from the publication of this notice. The date of E-Auction,
failing which the property, Bank Shall sell the property as per the provision laid downin the SARFAES| ACT 2002.

Authorised Officer, Central Bank of India

Jaipur

HINDUJA HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED
Registered office at 27-A, Developed Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai

600 032, Tamil Nadu. E-mail : auction@hindujahousingfinance.com

HINDUJA
HOUSING FINANCE

Contact Person Details - (Jaipur, Sikar, Jhunjhunu, Churu, Tonk) - CLM Neha Kumawat -
7877008700, CLM Man Singh Shekhawat - 9602222269; RRM Siddhartha Singh -
7891119990, RLM Arun Kumar Singh - 9506011777, (Alwar, Bharatpur, Behror) CLM
Yogendra Singh - 9521299560, CRM Preetam Singh - 7014034149

Demand Notice under Section 13[2] of the Securitization and Reconstruction of

Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
The undersigned being the authorised officer of HINDUJA HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED
under the Act and in exercise of the powers conferred under Section 13(2) of the Act, read
with the Rule 3, issued Demand Notice(s) under Section 13(2) of the Act, calling upon the
following borrower(s) to repay the amount mentioned in the respective notice(s) within 60
days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The undersigned reasonably believes that
the borrower(s) are avoiding the service of the demand notice(s), therefore the service of
the demand notice is being effected by affixation and publication as per the Rules. The
contents of the demand notice(s) are extracted herein below:

Borrower(s) /Co-Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) / LAN / Sanctioned Amount

RJ/ALW/ALWR/A000000695. Sanctioned Amount - Rs.27,00,000/- | 1. Mr. Amit Kumar
(borrower) 2. Mrs. Kamlesh (Co Borrower) | NPA Date : 03-05-2025 | Demand Notice
Date & Amount: 08/05/2025 & Rs. 24,61,299/- as on 01/05/2025 |Description of
Secured Asset (Immovable Property): All that part and parcel of the property situated at
Patta No. 01, Book No. 01, Gram Panchayat Gopalgarh, Tehsil Pahadi, Dist. Bharatpur,
Admeasuring Area 210 Sq. Yards. Bounded By — North: Aam Rasta, South: House of
Shyam Sundar, East: Aam Rasta, West: House of Vijay Kumar

=y

RJ/ALW/ALWR/A000000822. Sanctioned Amount: Rs.19,00,000/- | 1 Mr. Bharat Ram
(borrower) 2. Mrs. Lalita Kumari (co-borrower) 3. Mr. Rohit Kumar Meena (co-borrower)
4. Santosh W/o Suraj Prasad (Co-Borrower) | NPA Date : 03-05-2025 | Demand Notice
Date & Amount: 08/05/2025 & Rs.18,18,843/-as on 01/05/2025 |Description of
Secured Asset (Immovable Property): All that part and parcel of the property situated at
Patta No. 471, Mohalla Shivlal Gambler Wali Gali Naya Bass, Tehsil Alwar, Dist. Alwar
Admeasuring Area 113.68 Sg. Yards. Bounded By — North: Aam Rasta 17 feet wide, South:
House of Mangal Ram, East: House of Suraj, West: Aam Rasta

RJ/ALW/ALWR/A000001102. Sanctioned Amount - Rs. 10,10,000/- | 1. Mr. Roop Ram
(borrower), 2. Mrs. Bina Devi (co-borrower) 3. Mr. Sunil Saini (Co-Borrower) | NPA Date
:03-05-2025 | Demand Notice Date & Amount: 08/05/2025 & Rs. Rs. 10,11,571/- as
on 01/05/2025 | Description of Secured Asset (Immovable Property): All that part and
parcel of the property situated at Property situated at Patta No. 56, Village Naglakala, Gram
Panchayat Boudouli Dahar, Panchayat Samiti Pahadi, Tehsil Pahadi, Dist. Bharatpur,
Admeasuring Area 116.80 Sq. Yards. Bounded By — North: Gallary of Kanhaiya s/o Charni,
South: Plot of Sundar s/0 Ramhet, East: Aam Rasta, West: Bada of Kanhaiya s/o Charni

RJ/BEH/BEHR/A000000265. Sanctioned Amount —Rs. 7,10,000/- | 1. Mr. Shabbir Khan
Pathan (Borrower), 2. Mr. Shannu Khan (Co-Borrower) 3. Mrs. Jafari Shannu Khan (Co-
Borrower) | NPA Date : 03-05-2024 | Demand Notice Date & Amount: 08//05/2025 &
Rs. 6,87,304/-as on 01/05/2025 | Description of Secured Asset (Immovable Property):
All that part and parcel of the property situated at Patta Serial No. 15, Moh- Ward No. 15
Near OId Kila Kishangarh, Tehsil Kishangarh, Panchayat Samiti Kishangarh, Dist. Alwar
Admeasuring Area 107.639 Sq. Yards. Bounded By — North: Gali, South: House of Anil
Kumar & Others, East: CC Road, West: House of Anil Kuamr & Others and Plot of Shabeer

The above borrower/s are advised to make the payments of outstanding within period of 60
days from the date of issuance of notice U/s. 13 (2), failing which further steps will be taken
after expiry of 60 days from the date of issuance of notice U/s. 13 (2) dated mentioned
above as per the provisions of Securitization and Re-construction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 SD/- Authorised Officer
Place: Rajasthan Date : 13.05.2025 For Hinduja Housing Finance Limited
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Trump to reduce US drug price

drugsand pharmaceuticalsin the
United States are so much higher
in price than in any other nation
— sometimes being five to ten
times more expensive than the
same drug, manufactured in the
exact same laboratory or plant, by
the same company,” Trump said
inapost.

The comments triggered a
sell-off in pharmaceutical stocks
Monday amid concerns that prof-
its could be hit if firms have to cut
prices in the US. In India, too,
pharma stocks tanked. Sun
PharmaLtd led the decline, falling
3.36%, followed by Ajanta Pharma
Ltd (-2.19%), Divis Labs Ltd (-1.39%)
and Glenmark Ltd (-1.18%). Both
Nifty 50 and Sensex surged by
over 3.5%.

According to international
trade experts, Trump’s executive
order may offer immediate relief
to American patients, but it is
likely to trigger a global price re-
calibration as low cost markets
would determine pricesinthe lu-

crative US market.

India’s generic drug industry,
which is not only a source of low-
costmedicinesinIndiabutalsoin
the US and UK, has long been a
bone of contention for large
pharma companies in developed
countries. These companiesargue
that weak intellectual property
rightsin India leave them uncom-
petitive.

Trump’s executive order
comes after the US placed the
Indian patent regime on its
“Priority Watch List” for intellec-
tual property rights (IPR), which
has a significant bearing on drug
manufacturing.

Ajay Srivastava, who heads the
think tank Global Trade and
Research Initiative (GTRI), said
Trump’s MFN pricing policy
should be a wake-up call.

“The battleground is nolonger
just legal — it has moved to trade
negotiations. India must respond
with strategic clarity and unyield-
ingresolve. As global pharmaceu-

tical firms turn to free trade agree-
ments (FTAs) to extract Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights ‘(TRIPS)-plus’
commitments, India must hold
theline onits patent regime —one
that enables affordable access,
prevents monopolistic extensions,
and safeguards public health,”
Srivastava said.

India’s pharmaceutical laws
comply with the WTO’s
Agreement on TRIPS. However,
India has long resisted pressure to
adopt “TRIPS-plus” provisions --
additional patent protections of-
ten pushed by developed coun-
tries through Free Trade
Agreements(FTAs). These include
data exclusivity, automatic patent
term extensions, patent linkage,
broader patentability criteria,and
evergreening practices, Srivastava
said.

An Indian pharma executive
told The Indian Express that
Trump’s executive order will not
have anyimmediate negative im-

pact on Indian generic manufac-
turers and exporters, and would
instead squeeze the margins of
distributors in the US.

Bypassing distributors or mid-
dlemen is now a key focus of the
Trump Administration's MFN pol-
icy on pharmaceuticals. “The
Secretary of Health and Human
Services will establish a mecha-
nism through which American
patients can buy their drugs di-
rectly from manufacturers who
sell to Americans at a “Most-
Favored-Nation” price, bypassing
middlemen,” the order said.

The pharma executive ex-
plained that out of the $670 bil-
lion US pharma market, only 21%
is generics, while the remaining
79%are patented drugs. “In gener-
ics, price erosion has already hap-
pened. There is only one big gap -
-if it is addressed, that would be
good forour country also. Whatis
happening is that over five or six
distributors are ruling the entire
US market in generics,” the exec-

utive said.

“If I sell at, say, $1, the actual
cost paid by the pharmacy is $9-
10. Around $8 is taken by the dis-
tributors. In the generic space, if
Trump really wants to... bring
down the price, he needs toattend
to this supply chain lobby, then
definitely that will help American
patients,” he said.

The order tolower drug prices
for American patients comes af-
ter Trump exempted pharmaceu-
tical products fromreciprocal tar-
iffs in April, but later announced
plans for “major” tariffs —a move
economists warn could be infla-
tionary.

Metal protruding from trailer
leads to 13 deaths in Raipur

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
RAIPUR, MAY 12

THIRTEEN PEOPLE, including
three children, died and 14 peo-
ple were injured after a mini-
truck collided with a trailer car-
rying heavy iron materials in
Chhattisgarh's capital, Raipur,
late Sunday night.

The incident occurred
around 11:20 pm near Bangoli
village on the Baloda Bazar-
Raipur road. The trailer was
headed towards Jharkhand,
while the mini-truck was en
route to Raipur.

"Some parts of (the materi-
als), made of iron, were hanging
out on both sides," stated a po-
lice press note.

The mini-truck, carrying 28
people, brushed against the pro-
truding iron and veered off the
road before crashing into an-
other stationary heavy vehicle.
Among the deceased were nine

women, a four-month-old boy,a
six-year-old girl, and a seven-
year-old boy.

All passengers were return-
ing from a ceremony celebrating
the birth of a girl in Banarasi vil-
lage, Raipur.

The trailer driver, 32-year-old
Amit Burman from Jharkhand,
has been arrested.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
Director General and all Ranks
of Border Security Force salute
its gallant Officer Sh. Vivek
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Scheme, Jaipur

New Alish Market
Vistar, Jaipur

®
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RERA Website : http://rera.rajasthan.gov.in
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Hkkjr ljdkj dk mi&e A Government of India undertaking

Union Bank

of India

New Delhi - 110001), Email ID — ubin0554723@unionbankofindia.bank

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of movable / Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002

Nilay Kunj Patarkar Colony, Swarn Vihar, Rajarampura Anand Vihar, Harit Vihar Shaurya Nagar
Phase-ll, Jaipur Jaipur Jaipur Scheme, Jaipur | Jaipur Scheme, Jaipur Scheme, Jaipur
RERA Reg. No. RAJPR0189Y
Godown Institutional
{D) srouve rousine A (01

Vastu Nagar,

For terms & conditions of auction Visit JDA website

www.jda.rajasthan.gov.in

_‘;§.g ”
Indira Circle, Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur - 302004

Asset Recovery Branch, D-26/28, Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001
(Working at M-35, First Floor, Outer Circle, Connaught Place,

Lohamandi,
Macheda Phase-l
Scheme, Jaipur

Arked Vistar
Scheme, Jaipur

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
PUBLIC HEALTH AND MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING

DEPARTMENT

No. SE (PH)/DB/STPs/Quotations/2025-26
Name of the work: Invitation of quotations/financial offers from reputed agencies/ organizations/Technology
providers for construction of Sewage Treatment Plants of various capacities (varying from 0.50 MLD to 100.00
MLD) in various Urban Local Bodies in Telangana State. Quotations/Financial offers shall be s i

through mail to mail IDs: il.com, ei il.com or offline in sealed covers at the
O/o- Superintending Engineer (PH), V»est Circle, AC Guards, Hyderabad 500004. Pre-Offer Meeting 16. 05 2025
at Conference Hall, 7th Floor, O/o-Engii in-Chief (PH), Hyderabad. Q
Closing Date: 23.05.2025 @ 04:30 PM

Interested agencies/contractors/Technology providers can visit https://publichealth.telangana.gov.in for
further details. Contact: 040-23325849, 9154299724,

Financial offer

Superintending Engineer (PH)

No. : 1719-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2025-26 Date: 12-05-2025

Scmi-Conductor Laboratory
Ministry of Electronies and Information

Chaudhary, DC and Sub == e
Inspector Sohan Lal on their }
Balidan Diwas. On this day,
SISOHANLAL ' they made supreme sacrifice in - SHVIVEKCHAU
02.04.1960- helicopter crash while on ~ DHARYDC
Dt: 12.05.2025 13.05.2011 N 3 A 09.05.1977-
operational duty in Girwar
. 13.052011
10000 area, Rajasthan.
s/ A A
Sd/- - y
West Circle, Hyderabad
HC/GD SUBHASH CT/GD PRAKASH CT/GD ASHOK KR
CHANDRA CH MEENA VERMA
BIOM KIRANDUL BIOM KIRANDUL BIOM KIRANDUL
13-05-2012 13-05-2012 13-05-2012

Technology, Gove, of India
Sector 72, SAS Nagar L60UTL, Punjab, Ph:91-172-2296104-01

Date :10.05.2025

S

No.SCL:P&GA: Addendum:07/2025
ADDENDUM

In relerence (o this office Advertisement No.
SCL:01/2025 regarding filling up the post of Controller
in Semi—Conductor Laboratory (SCL), (MeitY) S.A.S
Nagar in Level-14 ol Pay Mairix (7th CPC) on
Deputation basis, it is hereby informed that the last date
of receipt of applications is further extended upto
30.05.2025.
The other terms and conditions of the Advertisement
No. SCL:01:2025 remains unchanged.
Details can be viewed at SCL websitc www.sel.gov.in
under careers

Head, P&GA SCL

The Ring Avenue Govind
Block-B Residency-B
Scheme, Jaipur Scheme, Jaipur
Nathu Lal Karal | Lohamandi
Enclave Scheme, 1 (Block-C)
Jaipur | Scheme, Jaipur
Krishana City, .  Lalkothi Scheme,
Jaipur . Jaipur

®

Mahal Scheme
D-Block, Jaipur

Anupam Vihar
Scheme, Jaipur |

Metro Enclave,
Jaipur
RERA Regi No. RAJPIIIS

®

Jaipur

CONSTRUCTED
SHoP

Under Pass to Join
SMS Hospital to
Troma Centre Jaipur

Raj. Samwad/C/2025-26f 2130

KARNATAKA POWER

CORPORATION LIMITED

CIN: U85110KA1970SGC001919

ABSTRACT BID NOTIFICATION
(Through KPP Portal Only)

No.:KPCL/2025-26/EL/WORK_INDENT2867 Date:07.05.2025

Bids are invited through KPP Portal https://kppp.
karnataka.gov.in from the qualified bidders for the
Design, Manufacture, Supply, Quality Surveillance, Testing
at supplier's works, Transportation, Unloading at site,
Delivery on FOR designation basis, arranging transit
insurance, providing guarantees, supervision of erection,
testing & commissioning of one number of 11/66kV, 9MVA,
ONAN, 3 phase Generator Transformer for Bhadra Hydro
Electric Plant. Estimated Cost : Rs. 1,84,87,229/- Last date
for submission of bids along with documents to meet the
pre-qualification criteria : 06.06.2025 upto 15.00 Hrs.
Further details can be had from Chief Engineer (Electrical
Designs), KPCL, 3rd Floor, KPCL Green Building, No. 3,
Palace Road, Bengaluru-560 001 Mob.: 080-24413630,
e-mail : ceedkpcl@gmail.com

HUBLI ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LTD

(Wholly owned Govt.of Karnataka under taking)
Corporate Office,
Navanagar, P. B. Road, Hubballi-580 025.
Phone:9449057833, Fax: 0836-2324307
mail.ID:seepmc.hescom@gmail.com

Corporate Identity Number (CIN): U31401KA2002SGC030437

No: HESCOM/SEE(PMC)/EE-P2/AEE-2/2025-26/3156-61  Date: 12.05.2025

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Through KPPP Portal Only)

Superintending Engineer (Ele), Projects Monitoring Cell, Corporate
Office, HESCOM, Hubballi invites tenders for(61+5nos of
Projects)“Selection of Solar Power Generators (SPGs) on the basis of
Build Own & Operate (BOO) for Design, Survey, Supply, Installation,
Testing, Commissioning, Operation & Maintenance of grid connected
distributed solar power plants for solarization of selected Agri feeders
at Sub-Station (SS) level in HESCOM jurisdiction totally covering
approximate 52,726 IP sets, its associated 11kV line to connect the
plant with concerned SS and Remote Monitoring System (RMS) of
solar power plants through RESCO mode, for 25 years under
Component C-Feeder Level Solarization of PM-KUSUM scheme”vide
IndentNo: HESCOM/2025-26/SE0389

The detailed notification regarding the bid enquiry can be obtained by
logging in to the website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in on or after
12.05.2025

Sd/- Superintending Engineer (Ele),
Projects Monitoring Cell,

DIPR/Dwd/154/DeshpandePublicity/2025-26 ~ HESCOM, Hubli

read with Rule 8 / 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described movable /immovable property mortgaged/ charged to the Secured Creditor, the possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of Union Bank of India (secured creditor), will be sold on “As is
whereis”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is” on the date mentioned below, for recovery of dues as mentioned hereunder to Union Bank of India from the below mentioned Borrower(s) & Guarantor(s). The Reserve Price and the Earnest Money Deposit are also mentioned hereunder:

CT/GD JAYANTADAS CT/GD KAILASHCH  CT/GD RANJEET

BIOM KIRANDUL MEENA SINGH
13-05-2012 BIOM KIRANDUL BIOM KIRANDUL
13-05-2012 13-05-2012

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of these brave-
hearts. On this day, they laid down their lives at the altar of duty
while fighting with the LWE outfits. Their courage and bravery
would remain an abiding source of inspiration for the force. The
force will remain eternally indebted to them for their noblest
deeds.

INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE(ITBP)
Constable
Surender Singh
ITBP salutes its braveheart Constable
Surender Singh of4th Battalion, who made
the supreme sacrifice in the line of duty on this
day in Jammu & Kashmir in 2002.

Resident of : Vill.- Kandote, Post.- Nodinalla, Distt.- Doda,
State- Jammu & Kashmir.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
13 May 1974

13 Battalion of CRPF was deployed
in Manipur (then part of Assam) for
counter-insurgency operations
against underground rebels. During one such operation, a sec-
tion led by Nk Ishador Lakra was ambushed. Despite valiant
resistance, he was grievously injured and laid down his life in
the line of duty.

Veer Balidani Naik
Ishador Lakra 13 Bn
27-07-1944 To 13-05-1974

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

13 May 2008
Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Constable ' Constable
Ashif Ali . gl Rafiq Ahmed
Beigh - Khan
166 Bn o 166 Bn
23-09-1972 To \\ 04-07-1973 To
13-05-2008 | “\1 13-05-2008

On 13 May 2008, troops of 166 Battalion of CRPE along with
SOG and JKB launched an operation against militants in village
Podder, PS-Killer, Pulwama. As the area was being cordoned,
militants hiding in an orchard opened indiscriminate fire. A
fierce encounter followed. Constable Ashif Ali Beigh and
Constable Rafiq Ahmed Khan bravely chased and injured two
fleeing militants, who managed to escape into the nearby jungle.
Both constables sustained severe injuries in the exchange and
later attained martyrdom.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

9 May 1984
Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Constable Constable
Mahavir m K. T
Mabhali Jayanandan
31 Bn 31Bn
07-03-1951 To | 15-09-1951 To
13-05-1984 13-05-1984

In the midst of Punjab's insurgency, 31 Battalion of CRPF was
deployed in Ludhiana for anti-terrorist operations. On 13 May,
Constable Mahavir Mahali and Constable K. T. Jayanandan
were on naka duty on the Pakhowal-Raikot Road when a
suspected vehicle, instead of stopping, opened fire. Both brave
constables were hit and attained martyrdom on the spot.

SALE NOTICE

for sale of movable / Immovable
Properties

L Constructive Dues to be Reserve Price (Rs.) | pate and Ti Encumbrances
Sr. Name & address Description of the movable / Immovable or Physical recovered ENE & ::“ Ui known to
No. of Borrower & Guarantor ElopeltEutibgasction Possession | from Borrower/ of Aution bank/SA
taken Guarantor (Rs.) | BID Increment Amt. Pending, if any.
1 | Borrower/Directors/Promoters Flat No. 812, Tower- Sapphire-1, 8th Floor having Super Built-up Area 1490 Sq. Ft. situated at Physical |Rs. 39,41,165.97 as on Rs.22,50,000/- 30-05-2025 Not known to bank
1(a) Mfs. BVM Enterprises, E-320, Sector-5, Bawana Industrial Area,Delhi- 110039 Also at: 13/12, Ground Floor, Moti Nagar, New | BDI Sunshine City, Village Saidpur, Alwar Bypass Road, Bhiwadi, Tehsil Tijara, Distt. Alwar, | Possession [30.09.2021 with further 12:00 Noon to
Delhi- 110015 Rajasthan in the name of Mr. Raj Kumar Arora and Mrs. Shashi Arora, bounded as: interest, expenses and Rs.2,25,000/- 05:00 PM
1(b) Ms. Geeta Arora (Proprietor) D/o Mr. Raj Kumar Arora, Flat No. V-4/902, TDI Kingsbury Apartment, Kundli, Sonipat- 131028 | East: Entry to Flat & facing to Unit No. 805 (Sap-l),, West: Open at GF & than boundary wall, North: other charges thereon Rs.22,500/- (with unlimited
Guarantors Adj. with UnitNo. 811 (Sap-1),, South: Adj. with Unit No. 813 (Sap-I). extension of
2 (a) Mr. Raj Kumar Arora, 13/12, Ground Floor, Moti Nagar, New Delhi- 110015 10 minutes each)
2 (b) Ms. Shashi Arora, 13/12, Ground Floor, Moti Nagar, New Delhi- 110015
2 | Borrower: M/s Pavitra Milk Products Pvt Ltd., 104 and 103 First Floor, Times Square Building, Sushant Lok 1, Gurgaon, | Item No.1 - All that part and parcel of Leasehold Industrial property built on industrial plots no Physical Rs. 16,43,16,295.10 as RS.4,26,56,000/- 30-05-2025 Not known to bank
Haryana-122002 H-83, H1-103, H1-104 total area measuring 1846 Sq.Mtr at Industrial Area EPIP Neemrana, | pogsession [0n 17.06.2016 with 12:00 Noon to
Guarantor: 1. Mr. Bhagwan, H No-5, Chakkarpur,Near Siddhi Ganesh Mandir, DLF Phase I, Gurgaon, Haryana Tehsil Bahrod, District Alwar, Rajasthan along with item no. 2 i.e., Plant & Machinery. Bounded further interest and Rs.42,65,600/- 05:00 PM
2.Ms. Guneeta, HNo-5, Chakkarpur, Near Siddhi Ganesh Mandir, DLF Phase II, Gurgaon, Haryana as under: On the North: - Property No F-78, On the South:- Road, On the East:- Property No. costs. Rs.4,26,560/- (with unlimited
3.Ms Dayawati, HNo-43, Village-Chakarpur, Gurgaon, Haryana G-123/Road, On the West:- Road extension of
4.MrHarkesh Yadav, HNo-43, Village-Chakarpur, Gurgaon, Haryana 10 minutes each)
Item No.2 - Plant & Machinery Rs.1,55,84,000/-
Note: Item No.1 & Item No.2 will be sold together to the Rs.15,58,400/-
highest bidder, but ltem No.2 can be sold separately. Rs.1,55,840/-

For registration, login and bidding rules visit PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. (https://baanknet.com). For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in https://www.unionbankofindia.co.in/auction-property/view-auction-property.aspx
EMD shall be deposited and Linked/Mapped with the Property ID before the expiry of auction time prior to placing the bid. It is advisable to deposit and Link / Map the EMD amount with the property ID well in advance to avoid any technical glitch.
For Properties Serial No. 1 Authorized Officer- Ms. Neha Bansal, Chief Manager, Mobile No. 9729146633
For Properties Serial No. 2 Authorized Officer- Ms. Pratibha Jain, Chief Manager, M-9953758707.
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Date : 09.05.2025, Place : New Delhi

Authorised Officer, Union Bank of India

Jaipur
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A‘connect
with people’

Born on November 24, 1960,
Justice Gavai is the oldest of three
siblings. His father, Ramkrishna
Suryabhan Gavai (1929-2015),
“Dadasaheb” to his followers and
admirers, was the founder of the
Ambedkarite  outfit, the
Republican Party of India (Gavai).
A Lok Sabha MP from Amravati,
the senior Gavai served as
Governor of Bihar, Sikkim, and
Kerala between 2006 and 2011,
when the Congress-led UPA was
in power at the Centre.

Justice Gavai was initiated into
the activities of serving the samaj
in hisinfancy,as he would lie near
his mother as she made bhakris
(Maharashtrian flatbread) for the
hordes of visitors to their house.

With social work keeping the
senior Gavai away from home for
prolonged periods, he worried his
children would get “spoiled like
children of politicians”. Kamaltai
took over and ensured that the
young Gavai helped her with
chores in the house — from cook-
ing, washing utensils, serving
food,and later, farming and draw-
ing water from borewells late at

night.“Maybe because he was the
eldest, he was amature child quite
early,” she says. “During the 1971
Bangladesh war, even though our
economic condition was bad, the
soldiers would have meals at our
small house in the Frezarpura area
and Bhushan would help me in
various chores.”

It was at the Frezarpura slum
in Amravati that Justice Gavai
spent much of his childhood,
studying in a municipal Marathi-
medium school till Class 7, after
which he variously spent time in
Mumbai, Nagpur and Amravati.

Roopchand Khandelwal, a
businessman in Amravati who
was Justice Gavai's neighbour in
Frezarpura and his classmate in
the municipal school, says, “He
had a small jhopdi then, which
was reconstructed later and sold
off by the family. The slum had
labourers from various castes and
religions. Our school had no
benches and we would sit on the
floor. Bhushan was helpful, polite
... kind to the underprivileged.”

After a B.Com degree, Justice
Gavai studied law from Amravati
University and began his practice
in 1985 atthe age of 25. After early
stints in Mumbai and Amravati,

he moved to Nagpur, where the
Bombay High Court hasitsbench.
There, he represented the govern-
ment as Additional Public
Prosecutor (for criminal cases)
and later, GP or Government
Pleader (appearing in civil suits).

An independent-minded
lawyer, Justice Gavai had agreed
to be GP on the condition that he
would pick his own team. At least
two of his picks for Assistant
Government Pleaders — Justices
Bharati Dangre and Anil S Kilor —
went on to become judges of the
Bombay High Court.

Talking about how he stood up
for his team, Justice Kilor said that
when the Chief Secretary once
calledJustice Gavai asking for one
of the AGPs to be sacked, he read
the riot act to the bureaucrat. “You
are my client, and I expect you to
behave like that. Clients give in-
structions to lawyers and not di-
rections. If youwant toremove the
AGP, remove mefirst,” Justice Kilor
recalled Justice Gavai as saying.

Justice Gavai did not compart-
mentalise hislegal practice toany
forum or area of law. Besides ap-
pearing before the Supreme Court
and High Court, he would fight
cases in the district court and for

FROM PAGE ONE
From slum in Amravati to Nagpur to De

Kamaltai, mother of Justice B R Gavai, at her home in Amravati.

revenue authorities, including the
tehsildar. It is perhaps this varied
experience, along with his family
background of working with the
backward classes, that shaped his
judicial worldview.

In 2001, he was offered a
judgeship, but the process took
over two years. A disheartened
Justice Gavai considered with-
drawing his consent for judgeship,
but his father is learnt to have ad-
vised him against it. In 2003, he
was finally elevated as an addi-
tional judge of the Bombay HC

andin2005, became a permanent
judge.

In 2015, he sought a transfer
from the principal seatin Mumbai
toNagpur to take care of his ailing
father, who died in July 2015. His
contemporaries in the Amravati
and Nagpur Bar talk of Justice
Gavai's “connect with people”.

Justice Nitin W Sambre, now
the most senior judge at the
Nagpur bench of the HC, says, “He
understands what the difficulties
of the common man are. Money
was never his priority. Even when

he was a lawyer, 50 to 60% of the
work would be on pro bono ba-
sis,” he says.

Justice Sambre recalls the time
Justice Gavai was short of money
for ahouse he wanted to buy. “He
then sold his four-wheeler and for
ayear, he would come to courton
atwo-wheeler. He is a self-made
man,” he says.

Many also speak about Justice
Gavai’s encouragement of junior
lawyers.

“He has a knack for making
juniors comfortable. As a High
Court judge, he wouldn't allow
senior advocates to appear during
vacation benches (and ensured
the juniors gotachancetoargue),”
says senior advocate Firdos Mirza.

OnMay 25,2019, after serving
as High Court judge for 16 years,
Justice Gavai was elevated to the
Supreme Court. While his ap-
pointment to the High Court may
have been delayed, Justice Gavai
has himself acknowledged that
his appointment to the Supreme
Court was fast-tracked by a cou-
ple of years for reasons including
theneed toensure diversity onthe
Bench.

“If not for giving representa-
tion to Scheduled Castes, | would

have been elevated maybe two
years later,” he had said during a
discussion hosted by the New
York City Bar Association in 2024.

The collegium in its recom-
mendation elevating Justice Gavai
to the Supreme Court had said,
“His recommendation, in noway,
istobe misconstrued tomean that
three senior-most Judges from
Bombay High Court (two of
whom are serving as Chief
Justices) are less suitable than
Justice Gavai. On his appointment,
the Supreme Court Bench will
have a Judge belonging to the
Scheduled Caste category after
aboutadecade.”

Apart from the role of affirma-
tive action in his career, Justice
Gavai has openly acknowledged
his family’s political background
incourt.

In July 2023, while hearing a
criminal defamation case against
Rahul Gandhi, Justice Gavai had
offered to recuse, disclosing his
family’s affiliation with the
Congress. “There is some difficulty
onmy part... Though (my father)
was not a Congress member, he
was associated with Congressand
very closely... for more than 40
years. He had been a Member of

Justice Gavai’s road to becoming CJI

Parliament, Member of
Legislature, with support of the
Congress and... And my brother
is still in politics and is associated
with Congress,” he had said.

The government, however, did
not seek his recusal. The bench
eventually stayed the conviction,
paving the way for Gandhi’s re-
turn to Lok Sabha.

What's on the table for
Justice Gavai

Despite his short, six-month
stint as CJ1, Justice Gavai has his
task cut out. He takes over amid a
credibility crisis for the judiciary;,
with the prospect of impeach-
ment proceedings against two sit-
ting High Court judges --
Allahabad High Court judge
Shekhar Yadav, whose remarks at
a VHP gathering were seen as di-
visive and partisan, and former
DelhiHigh Court judge Yashwant
Verma, at whose residence unac-
counted cash was found after a
fire broke out on March 14.

One of the first few cases he
will hear as CJI will be on May 15,
when the Supreme Court takes up
the crucial hearing challenging
the contentious amendments to
the Waqf Act.

Lured by live bait, unfazed by humans, tigress kills ranger in Ranthambhore

was killed a few metres from that
spot, sources told The Indian
Express. It was the second death
inside Ranthambhoreinless than
a month which, experts say, was
precipitated by a series of
“thoughtless interventions and
oversights”.

Consider this:
W 15 tigers frequenting a space of
roughly five sq km around Jogi
Mahal, Ranthambhore Fort and
Ganesh temple — spots that at-
tract hundreds of tourists and pil-
grims daily.
M Nine of these tigers habituated
to live bait — six since birth.
B Continuous live baiting — at
least once a week — with buffalo
calves for nearly two years.
EMultiple instances of “unusual”
tiger behaviour overlooked.
BAd hocmeasures, such as using
firecrackers, were recommended
to deter big cats.
M A proposal to shift a tigress af-
teritattacked aguard andkilled a
7-year-old boy last month was

turned down.

It all began at the onset of
summer in 2023, when tigress
Arrowhead — then a little over
eight years old and displaced by
her offspring, tigress Riddhi, from
prime habitat along the lakes to
the adjacent Nalghati area — was
spotted with a hip bone defor-
mity. Increasingly handicapped,
Arrowhead had its fourth litter of
two females and a male soon af-
ter. Worried for the cubs, the for-
est department started providing
Arrowhead with live buffalo baits
in August 2023.

Around the same time, Riddhi
gave birth toalitter of three — two
females and amale. It did not take
long for these six cubs, Riddhiand
T-120, the resident male, to start
feeding opportunistically on the
live baits laid out for Arrowhead.
Meanwhile, a third tigress — T-107
(Sultana) — also had a litter of
three cubs soon after Arrowhead
and Riddhi. This family used the
space on the other side of the Jogi

Mahal gate along with T-105
(Noor) and T-101, the resident
male.

By the end of 2024, four ti-
gresses, two tigers and nine
grown-up cubs were using the
area around the Jogi Mahal gate
(seechart).

Of the six young tigers now
habituated with baits and stalk-
ing people, Arrowhead’s three
were frequenting the main
Ranthambhore road crowded by
safari tourists, visitors to the fort
and pilgrims to the Ganesh tem-
ple. Of them, tigress Kankati
turned out to be the most unin-
hibited. The first attack was
recorded on April 13 when a ti-
gress jumped on forest guard
Babu outside Jogi Mahal. He iden-
tified and yelled at Kankati and
survived with a scratch as the ti-
gress backed away.

On April 16, the day of Ganesh
Chaturthi, the number of pilgrims
to the temple swelled, and many
travelled on foot. Early afternoon,

TIGERS ARE USED TO BAIT AROUND JOGI MAHAL

Tigress Kankati killed

Devendra Singh
Choudhury. Rajesh Gurjar

ET107 Tigress Sultana
+3 grown-up cubs
(+2infant cubs)

Other tigers in the vicinity

T84 Tigress Arrowhead
+3 grown-up cubs,
including tigress Kankati

T124 Tigress Ridhhi
+3 grown-up cubs

T120resident male with
Arrowhead and Riddhi

ET105 Tigress Noor

ET101 resident male
with Sultana and Noor

Kartik Suman (7) was walking
holding his grandmother’s hand
on the busy road when he was
snatched by a tigress in the pres-
ence of at least 50 people in the
vicinity. It was Kankati again.

On Sunday, sources said,

ranger Choudhury alighted froma
forest vehicle near the Jogi Mahal
gate and walked a few steps to-
wards Yagnashala, an old struc-
ture now under renovation. Inthe
full view of labourers and some
safari tourists, a tigress accompa-

nied by a tiger took Choudhury
downright on the road.
Speaking to The Indian Express,
Ranthambhore Field Director KR
Anoop confirmed that Kankati
has been identified as the tigress
involved in both fatal attacks on
April 16 and May 11. Asked if the
tigress will now be shifted as per
the National Tiger Conservation
Authority’s protocol that calls for
removing a big cat after two de-
liberate attacks on people, Anoop
said, “A decision on the potential
transfer of the tigress is awaited.”
Govind Sagar Bhardwaj,
member secretary of the National
Tiger Conservation Authority, said
he is yet to receive any report on
the latestincident fromRajasthan.
“The protocol is clear. The chief
wildlife warden (CWLW) of the
state will have to take a call,” he
said. When contacted, Rajasthan
CWIW Shikha Mehra declined to
comment. Sources in the depart-
mentsaid the matter “is being de-
cided at the secretary level”.

Field Director Anoop declined
to confirmor commenton official
communication, but sources said
the reserve administration had
sought toshift the tigress after the
April 16 incident to an enclosure.
The instruction from the Jaipur
headquarters, it is learnt, was to
control pilgrim trafficand use fire-
crackers instead.

On numerous occasions, said
local sources, Kankatiand her sib-
lings showed aggressive behav-
iour and ventured fearlessly out-
side the reserve. Only this Friday,
Kankati created a commotion by
scaling a boundary wall on the
main Ranthambhore road. A few
days ago, the sources said,the ti-
gress was “rescued” from a hotel
whereitventured withouta care.

“They followed the vehicle
that took the live bait inside the
forest and then began to follow
random vehicles, thinking they
were carrying food. They started
frequenting the Jogi Mahal gate
areaand stalking the room for buf-

falo.They have lost all fear and we
don’t feel confident on foot any
more,” said a forest guard.

“By offering medical care, food
and creating water facilities, we
artificially increased the tiger pop-
ulation and also made them get
used to human presence.
Arrowhead’s grown-up cubs may
pose even greater problemsin the
future, as they are no longer
hunters. They are becoming semi-
domesticated animals waiting to
befed,” said Dharmendra Khandal
of TigerWatch, a Ranthambhore-
based NGO.

Valmik Thapar, who has fol-
lowed tigersin Ranthambhore for
over five decades, said any tiger
that kills a human must be relo-
cated. “It is our job to protect the
tiger’s future, but not by letting
man-killersand man-eaters roam.
Some tigers turn into nasty killers
and must be jailed just like hu-
mansare forkilling. Thatis the only
way man and tiger will be able to
survive into the future,” he said.

CROSSWORD 5674

ACROSS

1 Package returned; give
address with added detail
9)

8 Amina confused state —
it'samentalillness (5)

9 As a necessity six have to
agree (7)

101t's played by those out
of their class (6)

11 Time may be the main
issue (6)

12 Choke — or another
carburettor control (8)

15 Goes offin a bad temper?

18 No robe for aking (6)

20 Dolly’s involved in marine
insurance (6)

21 Abeautiful woman describes
Eastern ways (7)

22 Steps taken to make sunburn
disappear? (5)

23 Denis seen to be wanting

9)

DOWN

2 Knowledge about one
flower seen in France (5)
3 Note more money is
needed for cook (6)

4 Advanced in a rush but
thought better of it (8)

5 It will grow more by
development (6)

6 First-class students (7)
7 Stockholder (6,3)

11 Moon produces little
change inrough sea
9)

13 Found the answer again,
being determined (8)

14 Furnish with a soft tip
(7)

16 Strange child is a favourite
(4-2)

17 Be inclined to receive
support from others?

(42)

19 Begins with writers on
love (5)

Solutions Crossword 5673 Across: 1 Reserve, 4 Emend, 7 Mule, 8 Activity, 10 Air
hostess, 12 Caught, 13 Timbre, 15 Indecision, 18 Acolytes, 19 Mace, 20 Hindu, 21
Dithers Down: 1 Rumba, 2 Solarium, 3 Excite, 4 Evil spirit, 5 Exit, 6 Daytime, 9 No
thankyou, 11 Abdicate, 12 Car wash, 14 Defend, 16 Needs, 17 Goon

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

A___isachance foryou to do your best. - Duke Ellington (7)

ADEER

STUUMP

DUWLO

ABELUB
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

JUST HELP ME GET THIS
THING OFF MY HEADY

HMM... \ q
WHAT’S IN
ITFOR US? 4

MY UNDYING
GRATITUDEY

THAT AND 8l
WILL GET YOU
A WITHERING
LOOK OF PITY
WHEN ORDERING
A NENTI
MALCHIATO.

QM Fry &£ Tlaowwts, DVt by Ao McMial Synacatian

PLEEASEZ?/
o | S0 ON THE ONE HAND,

HE'S A JERK. ON THE
OTHER HAND, HE'S...

STILL A
JERK!

/

SIGH. ..

0K, THAT'S PLEMTY
OF TELEVISION.

TLL Mo A Whitle AMD
ARGUES T1L GET I THE Wik’
T1L GEY W TROUBLE! TWL

A MOMEMTS PEACE F YO
MRKE ME TURW OFF THE TN

TEAR RROUND! YOU WONT HAVE |2

3T W,

T MOVICED SWE WRD TD
Trir AEOUT T

\
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HOW DO You
BECOME A VOICE
ACTOR, ANYWAY?

Difficulty Level 1s
Instructions

Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to 9
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rowsandineach of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level

Ts =Veryeasy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard;
5s=VeryHard;
6s=Genius

SUDOKU 5953

WELL, THE MAIN WAYS ARE
HAVING TALENT OR
THROUGH CONNECTIONS

{52025 by Merth America Syadicats, fag. Warld rights reserved

GOING TO BE FPITY

...50 YOUR BEST
HOFE IS FROBABLY

3] | 3 § 7/9/2[8[3]4]5]|6]1
“ (4] [6]9] [7] | 0 11/4/8[2/5/6(9/7)3
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5 4(2] |1 §8163|297,45
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| 18] [3]2] [1] 3 [4]5/7|6]8][2|1]3]9
9 41| |12 [2[8]1]9]7[3[4]5]6

.. . Jaipur

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
The fact that
theMoonisina
lively mood should
be sufficient to
persuade you that other people
are onyour side. In fact, the
more personal contacts you
build up now, the better.
You're intense and passionate.
TAURUS (Apr21 -May 21)
You'll soonbe
hittingamore
energetic phase —
if suchathing were
possible — so keep your eye on
the long-term picture and go
the whole hog when dealing
with anything connected with
your broader interests and
ambitions. Plus a partner who
was once soirritable, could be
displaying hidden charm.
GEMINI(May 22 - June 21)
There's no doubt
thatyou'll be able
togetimportant
projects off the
ground, this week. Itis up toyou,
though, to see that all practical
arrangements are absolutely
crystal-clear and confirmed.
Otherwise, other people will
pick up the wrong end of the
stick—and run withit.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Thisis certainto
be an action-packed
weekand your
determination to
bring an uncertain phasetoan
end should be successful. It's all
too easy to be swept away by
your feelings, soit is essential
tomaintainagriponall
practical angles and details.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Travel plans,
new projectsand
adventures are
well starred,
although Mars'imminent
change of position means
thatyou have very little time
left to finalise arrangements.
Move fast to secure agreements
because otherwise they
could come badly unstuck.
VIRGO (Aug 24 -Sep 23)
Recent planetary
patterns have
undoubtedly
helped you gain
your independence in one
area, but may have made
you increasingly reliant on
partners in another. Such
contradictions are inevitable,
but there is no reason why
you shouldn't turn them to
your advantage.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
You must accept
what takes place
now as a signal
to settle rifts or
disagreements with partners
and close companions.
However, it is less incumbent
onyou to keep the peace
by yourself. Instead, you
can encourage partners to
play their proper part.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Several planets
are now aligned
with the early
regions of your
sign, arousing a spirit of
argument and debate. You
may be taken aback by
somebody's attitude, but
that's no reason to let them
walkall over you. It's justa
matter of finding the
middle way.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec22)
This is withouta
doubt one of the
most confusing and
exacting periods of
the year for you and for many
people in your social circle.
Orisit? Think again.It'sin
the nature of your current
transits that reality is likely
to be obscured by layers of
misunderstanding.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Although partners
have been bringing
alittle light into
your life, you
may have felt that just the
opposite was true. Often it
has seemed that you have
been bowed down by
personal responsibilities,
but not for much longer.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Events at work may
have made you
regret taking others
at their word. Yet,
within a few days, Mercury
will have adopted a position
which allows you to put your
ideas across with poetic flair.
You'll be at your most inspired
around the end of next week.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Recent lunar twists
and turns have done
agreatdeal to
establish your social
confidence. New community
responsibilities may beckon for
those of you who have tasted
collective action and have
decided that you like it. You'll
get a good feeling from being
involved and appreciated.
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11 DAYS, ACROSS THE COUNTRY

Tiranga Yatras begin today as PM Modi sets
tone for BJP outreach on Operatlon Sindoor

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

BY SENDING a clear and categor-
ical message on Operation
Sindoor and the road ahead,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
address to the nation Monday
night — two days after the cease-
fire announcement in the India-
Pakistan conflict — has also set
the tone for the party’s outreach
across the nation on the issue.
As part of it, the BJP will hold
Tiranga Yatras for 11 days start-
ing Tuesday across the country.
Earlier in the day, the party held
its first press conference on
India’s strikes against Pakistan,
underlining how these had
achieved the desired objective.
A meeting of top BJP leaders
held Sunday night at party chief
J P Nadda’s residence, and in-
cluding Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Home
Minister Amit Shah, is believed
to have decided the party’s ap-

proach on the issue. Sources said
the brief was to underline the
gains made by the armed forces
without a note of triumphalism
and build on the party’s plank of
standing for a “strong, secure”
nationalism. With the ceasefire
holding, PM Modi himself took
the lead, party sources said.
“Multiple rounds of discus-
sions were held at the top level
to go ahead with outreach pro-
grammes. The leadership also
tookinto view the feedback from
state units,” said a party source.
On Sunday, the Ministry of
External Affairs separately held
detailed briefings for the media.
One issue that came up
within the BJP was how to ad-
dress statements by US
President Donald Trump on the
ceasefire, and remarks by US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
that India and Pakistan had
agreed to start talks “on a broad
set of issues at a neutral site”.
This had also drawn a response
from the Opposition, which

Trump refers to
trade with India and

Pakistan, offi

icials say

didn’t figure in talks

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

HOURS AFTER US President
Donald Trump on Monday reit-
erated his claim that his admin-
istration stopped a "nuclear con-
flict" between India and Pakistan
and claimed that he told India
and Pakistan that America willdo
a “lot of trade” with them if they
end hostilities, India rebutted the
claim and fact-checked him.
“And we helped alot,and we
helped also with trade. I said,
‘Come on, we're going todo a lot
of trade with you guys. Let's stop
it. Let's stopit. If you stop it, we're
doing trade. If you don't stop it,
we're not going to do any trade’.”
“People have never really used
trade the way [ used it, that I can
tell you. And all of a sudden they
(India and Pakistan) said, ‘I think
we're going to stop’.” “And they
have,and they didit foralot of rea-
sons, but trade is a big one. We're
going to do a lot of trade with
Pakistan. We're goingtodoalot of
trade with India. We're negotiat-
ing with India right now. We're
going to be soon negotiating with
Pakistan, and we stopped a nu-
clear conflict,” Trump said.
Rebutting the claim, sources
in the Indian government cate-
gorically said, “After Operation
Sindoor commenced, US Vice
President ] D Vance spoke to PM
Narendra Modi on May 9.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
spoke to External Affairs Minister
SJaishankaronMay 8 and 10,and
to NSA Ajit Doval on May 10.
There was no reference to trade
inany of these discussions.”
This is similar to how Trump
had claimed inJuly 2019 that PM
Modi had asked him to mediate
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US President Donald Trump
on Monday. Reuters

on Jammu and Kashmir. India
had rebutted that claim, saying
no such request was made by PM
Modi. Trump later walked back
on the mediation claim and said
that the US was ready to mediate
ifboth India and Pakistan want it.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in the White House on
Monday, Trump said, “On
Saturday, my administration
helped broker a full and immedi-
ate ceasefire, I think, a perma-
nent one between India and
Pakistan, ending a dangerous
conflict of two nations with lots
of nuclear weapons.”

He started the briefing by de-
scribing “the historic events that
took place over the last few days"
in the Indian subcontinent.
Trump said India and Pakistan
“were going at it hot and heavy,
and it was seemingly not going
to stop.” “I'm very proud to let
you know that the leadership of
India and Pakistan was unwaver-
ing, powerful, but unwavering in
both cases, having these they re-
ally were from the standpoint of
having the strength and the wis-
dom and fortitude to fully know
and to understand the gravity of
the situation,” Trump said.

(WITHPTIINPUTS FROM
WASHINGTON/NEW YORK)

People watch the live telecast of PM Narendra Modi’s address
to the nation, in Hubballi, Karnataka, Monday. P11

asked the government to clarify
this suggestion of a “US role”.
Modi’s message in his speech
thatany talks with Pakistan would
only be on terror and Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir was seen as a
clear answer to that criticism.
Some BJPleaders said that af-
ter the ceasefire announcement,
they were waiting for clear-cut
details on how to take “political
ownership” of the Operation, in-
cluding explaining the ceasefire

and its aftermath. “In fact, some
Opposition leaders were better
atarticulating our position,” said
one. However, sources said, the
fact that drone attacks continued
Saturday evening delayed an of-
ficial briefing. “We decided to
wait for the first night of calmand
that came Sunday,” said a source.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, senior BJP leader and
former Union minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad denied there

was any delay or confusion in
communication. “The Armed
Forces are briefing on a daily ba-
sis —notonce, but twice, thricea
day sometimes. The Foreign
Secretary is talking. The BJP’s
stand is the government’s stand.
It is a government led by the
Prime Minister. We are all in sync
with that. Our Armed Forces and
the MEA have done a great jobin
articulating India’s position with
agreat degree of finesse and con-
viction,” he said.

At the Sunday meeting,
sources said, there was alsoa sug-
gestion that the official briefings
by the Army and the External
Affairs Ministry could be more
“elaborate”. On Monday, DGMOs
Air Marshal A K Bharti, Lt Gen
Rajiv Ghai and Vice Admiral AN
Pramod held a media briefing,
where they took questions as well.

At the BJP’s first media brief-
ing since Operation Sindoor be-
gan, national spokesperson
Sambit Patra asserted Monday
that PM Modi had fulfilled his

promise of inflicting on terror-
ists behind the Pahalgam attack
“a punishment beyond their
imagination” and “razing to the
ground their safe havens”.

Pakistan “lost nine terror sites,
11 air bases, over 100 terrorists,
50soldiers and its prestige”, with
Operation Sindoor meeting 100%
of its targets, Patra said.

There was also a “non-mili-
tary” component, he said, talk-
ing about the suspension of the
Indus Waters Treaty. It would
impact around 90% of Pakistan’s
agricultural sector, leaving its
GDP “fragile”, he said.

As part of the Tiranga Yatra,
from May 13 to 23, the BJP will
hold nation-wide processions
where the Tricolour would be
carried by participants, includ-
ing prominent personalities
from different strata of life. The
campaign would convey “PM
Modi’s resolve and the determi-
nation as well as the valour of the
Armed Forces”, the party said.

—withinputs by JATINANAND

‘Over 75 yrs, we have suffered terror from
Pak. Op Sindoor message clear: No More’

‘PM showed friendly indulgence to Pak... But what has India got? Pulwama, Uri’

HOURS BEFORE Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's first address to
the nation on Operation
Sindoor, senior BJP leader and
former Union Minister of Law
and Justice RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD spoke to LIZMATHEW
on the developments since May
7, when Indian Armed Forces
destroyed nine terror sites in
Pakistan and PoK in response to
the April 22 Pahalgam terror at-
tack on tourists.

He underlined the Centre’s
approach on terrorism going
forward and the message India
wants to send out to the world
amidst this situation.

Excerpts:

What was the message of
Operation Sindoor?

We are proud of the Armed
Forces and the country is proud
of the decisive leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
In the fight against terrorism,
India can take decisive action.
Such precision attacks on

terrorist strongholds are
extraordinary.
When Modiji took oath in

2014, he also called Nawaz
Sharif (the then Prime Minister
of Pakistan) for the ceremony.
When he (the PM) went to in-
augurate the Parliament build-
ing in Kabul, Nawaz Sharif in-
sisted that he attend the
marriage of his grandson. He
went there (to the wedding).
That is the friendly indulgence
he (Modi) showed.

But what has India got from
Pakistan? We got Pulwama and
Uri (attacks). We took the appro-
priate call that we would be
tough on terrorism and not en-
gage with them. In spite of the
decisive military actions (on
Pakistan’s side), Pahalgam has
happened. Pahalgam needed an
appropriate and ferocious reply

to showcase India’s might...
India crushed terrorist centres
like Bahawalpur and others, as
well as leading Air Force assets
like Sargodha, Nur Khan.
Indian strikes reached into the
heart of Pakistan with deadly
accuracy.

We also see how Indian de-
fence capabilities have strength-
ened under PM Modi. From Leh-
Ladakh to Bhuj, our defence
system thwarted any attempts.
That s very important. It makes
us proud. Terrorists have been
killed... The country is now re-
assured.

Operation Sindoor was the
appropriate name and it
touched the sentiments of
Indians. Tum ne desh ki betiyon
ka sindoor ponchha, Operation
Sindoor se tumhein hum khatam
karenge (You wiped off the sin-
door of India’s daughters. We
will finish you through
Operation Sindoor). The face of
that (operation) became two
women officers (referring to
Colonel Sofiya Qureshi and
Wing Commander Vyomika
Singh, who held media briefings
on the Operation).

Several Indian cities saw a
wave of drone attacks from
Pakistan and the sense of
safety took a hit...

We are protected and our
cities are absolutely safe. We
have seen our power in Punjab,
Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Jammu
and Kashmir. Could they
(Pakistan) do anything? There is
towering evidence of our grit.
The extraordinary efforts of PM
Modi in the indigenous produc-
tion of weapons and reinforcing
the needs of the Armed Forces
have shown these results.
Akash, BrahMos and Rafale are
the resurgent symbols of our
Armed Forces now.

THEEXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
RAVI SHANKAR
PrRASAD

SENIOR BJP LEADER,
EX-UNIONLAW MINISTER

As the ruling party, what
message does the BJP send to
Pakistan and to the world?
India will not compromise on
its security. The life of every indi-
vidual in India is as precious as
the life of Americans and
Europeans. Terrorism is a curse
for humanity. The world needs to
come together in the fight against
terrorism. That is the message.

US President Donald Trump
announced the ceasefire
between India and Pakistan
first. This has prompted
criticism about third-party
intervention...

Thatis adiplomaticissue and
it is being handled by the gov-
ernment at the highest level. To
reiterate, India’s position is very
clear thatbilateral issues need to
be resolved bilaterally. We are
open to suggestions from any-
one. Having said that, if bilateral
issues are misused by promot-

ing, anchoring and encouraging
terrorism, then a befitting reply
has to be given. And it has been
done.

We are not engaging with
Pakistan directly. Does that
make diplomacy difficult in
the current situation?

Inthe last 75 years, the India-
Pakistan relationship has been
dented with so many bloody
conflicts and wars. We have suf-
fered a lot. No More. This is the
clear message. A reply will be
given...

Has China played arole in the
ceasefire negotiation?

As far as China is concerned,
there was engagement — be-
tween our National Security
Advisor and the Chinese Foreign
Minister. They (China) have also
condemned terrorism. India’s
fight is against terrorism. And
the commitment of the govern-
ment of India, led by PM Modi, is
to protect every individual. It will
not depend on any equations
with other countries.

There was a large amount of
misinformation in the last
couple of days. Social media
discourse reached a new low,
with attacks on the Foreign
Secretary and his family. Do
you think this constrains
diplomacy?

[ am not going to be judg-
mental on what television chan-
nels are doing or what is on so-
cial media. All TV channels are
responsible and have India’s in-
terests in mind. If someone has
trolled the daughter of the
Foreign Secretary, itis wrong and
reprehensible. These are reckless
comments on social media.
There is a proper mechanism to
(address them) and it will be
done.
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Chhattisgarh ex-CM Bhupesh Baghel in New Delhi. Abhinav Saha

As Cong repeats its
call for Parliament

Session, differences
in Opp INDIA front

Parliament not right forum to discuss
national security issues, says Pawar;
TMC and SP choose careful silence

ASADREHMAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

ASTHE Congress on Monday re-
iterated its demand to hold a
special session of Parliament to
discuss the Pahalgam terror at-
tack, Operation Sindoor and the
ceasefire announcement, over
whichit has questioned the gov-
ernment, its INDIA partners may
not be on the same page.

While NCP (SP) chief Sharad
Pawar said Monday that a
Parliament session may not be
the right forum to discuss issues
of national security, the
Samajwadi Party and Trinamool
Congress have indicated they are
not opposed to such asession but
are keeping quiet on it for now.

Speaking to reporters in
Mumbai, Pawar said: “I am not
against calling a special session of
Parliament, but this is a sensitive
and serious issue and discussing
such a serious issue is difficult in
Parliament... It is necessary to
keep information confidential for
national interest. .. Instead of call-
ing a special session, it would be
betterif we all sit together (foran
all-party meeting).”

At a press meeting Monday,
senior Congress leader and for-
mer Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel reiterated the party’s de-
mand for a special session,
adding that the country was feel-
ing “cheated, humiliated and
ashamed” by the way US
President Donald Trump was the
first to make the ceasefire an-
nouncement in the India-
Pakistan conflict.

Baghel said Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge has de-
cided they would boycott any
all-party meeting if Prime
Minister Narendra Modi doesn’t
attend it. Modi has kept away
from the two all-party meetings
held since the Pahalgam terror
attack.

On the ruling BJP calling
Operation Sindoor a “success”,
Baghel said: “If this is so, then
why is a special session of
Parliament not being called?
Questions can be asked and an-
swers can be given. The whole
world can hearit.”

Speaking in Kalaburgi,
Kharge reiterated his demand
for a special session of
Parliament and criticised
Pakistan actions, but in a slight
departure from the party’s stand
questioning the timing of the

ceasefire, said: “I just have one
thing to say. In the country and
the world, there is a need for
‘Buddha’ and not ‘Yuddha’
(war).” (Monday was Buddha
Purnima.)

On Sunday, Kharge along
with Rahul Gandhi — who are
Leaders of the Opposition of the
Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha, re-
spectively — wrote to PM Modi
seeking a Parliament session.

While RJD and CPI were the
first to call for a session, on April
28, in the wake of the Pahalgam
attack, Congress seconded the
same almost immediately, send-
ing off a letter to Modi then too.
Sources then told The Indian
Express that Congress tried to or-
ganise a joint letter on behalf of
the Opposition, but it didn’t ma-
terialise.

Another INDIA bloc party, the
CPI(M), also wrote to the PM
Monday demanding a special
session.

Sources in SPand TMC, two of
the Congress’s most influential
allies in terms of numbers in Lok
Sabha, said the parties have de-
cided to “wait and watch”. With
elections in their respective
states not far away (UP 2027,
West Bengal, 2026), the two par-
ties want to tread carefully on the
sensitive issue and not be seen
simply following the Congress.

A TMC MP told The Indian
Express: “In principle, we don’t
have anissue with a special ses-
sion, but we are conscious of the
elections in Bengal next year. We
will beindirect contest with the
BJP — and the Congress will be
fighting separately.”

An SP MP gave a similar ex-
planation: “We are up against
the BJP in UP, and the Congress
is our ally. But you know how
complicated seat-sharing is. So
the entire SP leadership has been
told to stay away from conversa-
tions on the Pakistan situation,
and focus on building the party
organisation.”

AnSPleader in Lucknow said
the Congress had not reached
out to them before raising the
demand for a special session.
“We had supported the demand
when it was first made last
month. But this time, the
Congress didn’t approach us,and
we have also not said anything
becauseitis better that way. We
know that national security is a
touchy subject... and there is not
much of a resonance in a state
like ours.”

Operatlon Sindoor & ‘new normal’: A tragedy seared nation, response united it
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Weekly insight into what’s changing
in national politics —and why

NOW THAT a ceasefire with
Pakistan is in place, it is time to
take stock of what worked for
the government and where it
may need to step up its efforts.
What worked was the evoca-
tively named Operation Sindoor
that captured both the national
sentiment after the April 22
Pahalgam killings, as well as
what the government intended
its response to be. Unlike previ-
ous terrorist strikes in the recent
past — on paramilitary forces
and soldiers in Pulwama (2019)
and Uri (2016),and Mumbai, the
financial centre (2008) — the at-

tack on tourists visiting the
meadow of Baisaran in
Pahalgam in south Kashmir, at
one level, was an act aimed at
women.

The terrorists made it a point
to kill only men after ascertain-
ing their religion. They shot them
point blank in front of women
and children, forever wiping
their “sindoor”, the vermilion
powder many Hindu women
apply in their hair parting and
which, for many, is more than a
visual marker of their marital
status. The sindoor is accepted
all over India as the foundation
of family life and holds deep cul-
tural resonance. In Bihar, at the
time of the Chhath Pooja, the sin-
door is even longer, and the red
line comes right down to the
woman’s nose, for the husband’s
long life. In West Bengal, too, the
sindoor has animportance of its
own. Even in the South, where
turmeric is more the symbol of

marriage, Tamil women apply a
dot of vermilion on their fore-
heads.

There are, of course, women
who view the “sindoor” as a
symbol of patriarchy, but that is
not how a large number of
women see it. After the
Pahalgam attack, the nation saw
the image of a newlywed
woman, Himanshi Narwal, sit-
ting stoically beside the inert
body of her husband, Navy Lt
Vinay Narwal. It was an image
that got seared into the nation’s
memory, striking a deep emo-
tional chord. The brutality and
the pathos of the killings would
have touched every family in the
country, as the women in the
families of the 25 slain tourists
were deliberately spared.

The sindoor found amention
in Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s address to the nation on
Monday night, when he said that
“every terrorist, every terror or-

ganisation knows the conse-
quence of wiping out the sindoor
of our sisters and daughters”.
Following the attack,
Opposition parties closed ranks
with the government, Kashmiris
stood in solidarity with the rest
of the country, and the commu-
nal polarisation the attackers
would have hoped for did not
materialise. As Operation
Sindoor was initiated, the mili-
tary, ina move of powerful sym-
bolism, fielded two woman offi-
cers to brief the media: Colonel
Sofiya Qureshi and Wing
Commander Vyomika Singh.
This signalled the country’s
multi-faith, pluralist credentials,
contrary to what Pakistan Army
chief General Asim Munir spoke
aboutin his April 16 speech: that
it was not possible for Hindus
and Muslims to co-exist.
“Iwept when I saw those two
women military officers address
the nation together on

Operation Sindoor,” a woman
from Chennai told me. To many
around the country, the officers
represented India’s strength and
India’s “answer” to the Pahalgam
killings.

Thoughitis early days to talk
about this, by doing what he
talked about and striking deep
into Pakistan territory — among
them, Bahawalpur, Muridke, and
Rawalpindi — and by avenging
the women who lost their hus-
bands and sons in Pahalgam, the
PM may well have ensured the
support of a large constituency
of women for his future political
battles.

The Trump test

Like the line of “sindoor”, the
government has also drawn a
new red line militarily, sending
out the message that Pakistan
would have a price to pay for ter-
ror attacks in the future and that
the government would see them

asan“actofwar”. Thisis whator-
dinary Indians wanted — thatan
appropriate message be sent to
Pakistan. Talk to ordinary people,
and they do not wanta prolonged
war that would only lead to loss
of lives and bring hardship onall.
Apart from the successes of
the armed forces, what really
worked for India was its soft
power: the supportive Kashmiri
voices, the resilience of women,
and Hindu-Muslim unity. And
now politicians will have to re-
sist playing that card for political
ends and desist from equating
Pakistan with Indian Muslims.
This is not to say that
Operation Sindoor has not
thrown up challenges for the
government. It has to now con-
tend with its supporters, particu-
larly those on social media, who
feel let down by the pause in mil-
itary action when they thought
Pakistan would be brought to its
knees. The PM appeared to ad-

Jaipur

dress these sections as he did not
bring up the word ceasefire. He
emphasised that the military had
only suspended its “retaliatory
action against Pakistan’s terror
and military camps”.

Then there is US President
Donald Trump who has claimed
that his administration brokered
the ceasefire and would be will-
ing to help the neighbouring
countries resolve the Kashmir
dispute. The government will
now have to navigate a tricky ter-
rain and maintain its ties with
the Trump administration while
countering the charge on the do-
mestic political front that it has
allowed third-party mediation
on Kashmir and brought it back
on the table, allowing India and
Pakistan to be hyphenated once
again.

However, Modi, in his speech,
pushed back on this, saying in no
uncertain terms that terrorism
would continue to be at the cen-

tre of the government’s agenda.
He was emphatic that the “new
normal” means that “terror and
talks cannot go together, terror
and trade cannot go together,
water and blood cannot flow to-
gether”. The PM said talks with
Pakistan from now on would
only be on terrorism and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
Most importantly, the gov-
ernment will have to imagina-
tively re-engage with its neigh-
bourhood, while also moving to
acquire a clear and definite lead
over Pakistan’s military capabil-
ity, backed as the neighbouring
country is by China’s support
and the latest generation of
fighter planes and missiles.

(Neerja Chowdhury,
Contributing Editor,

The Indian Express, has
covered the last 11 Lok Sabha
elections. She is the author of
‘How Prime Ministers Decide’)
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A WELCOME PAUSE

US, China manage to undo escalation since April 2. But trade is
still precariously balanced, with costs to consumers, producers

HE UNITED STATES and the People’s Republic of China have announced a

pause in the ongoing trade war between the two countries. The announce-

ment came after two days of high-level negotiations in Geneva. The two

economies have been locked in a tariff war since February 1, when US
President Donald Trump imposed a 10 per cent tariff on China, as well as 25 per cent each
on Mexico and Canada, citing the sale of fentanyl in the US. Reportedly, in the US,in 2021,
deaths due to overdose of opioids surpassed 1,00,000, with 67 per cent of those deaths
involving fentanyl. But Trump wanted to slap tariffs for other reasons as well, such as the
US's large trade deficit vis-a-vis the rest of the world and the loss of manufacturing indus-
tryinside the US. For its part, China started retaliating with counter-tariffs of its own. This
process escalated quickly after Trump’s announcement of reciprocal tariffs on April 2. By
April 10, the situation had worsened to a point where the US had imposed 145 per cent
tariffs on China and China had retaliated with 125 per cent tariffs on the US.

Effectively, these tariffs meant a trade embargo with terrible economic consequences
not just for the two countries involved but also for global supply chains. Both the US and
China were staring at a deep economic slowdown, leading to widespread job losses and
erosion in business confidence. The US, in particular, was already on its way, according to
many experts and investors, to a recession. The US GDP contracted by 0.3 per cent in the
first quarter of 2025, without even the worst effects of high tariffs coming into play. For
China, too, the costs of a stand-off were prohibitive given its economy’s over-reliance on
exports. The pause announced on Monday pulls the two economies back from that brink.
There was evidence that negotiators on both sides realised the high global economic costs
of a trade war between the two with the joint statement starting with the following
words: “Recognising the importance of their bilateral economic and trade relationship to
both countries and the global economy...”

While this is a welcome pause, it is important to note that this is not yet a trade deal.
What the US and China have managed over the weekend is to undo the escalation that
happened since April 2. Both countries cut their respective tariffs by 115 per cent. That
means now both countries have 10 per cent tariffs on imports from each other; the US has
an additional 20 per cent, which was connected to the fentanyl issue and predated the
“Liberation Day” tariffs on April 2. This means US consumers will continue to face a steep
30 per cent tariff while the two countries negotiate an actual deal. Clearly, a lot of economic
damage has been avoided, but this situation is still precariously balanced with signifi-
cant costs to consumers and producers on a daily basis.

BEFORE & AFTER KOHLI

He leaves not a hole or a crack at the heart of Indian batting, but
an emptiness that will be difficult to fill

HETHER VIRAT KOHLI — who has just bid goodbye from the Test stage
as one of its greatest — was batting, setting the field, instructing
bowlers, casually talking, guffawing or prowling the far-flung out-
posts of the ground, he bristled with an unstoppable enthusiasm. As
though aninvisible field of energy was fuelling and guiding him, drawing in the audience,
their eyes, heads and hearts. India rode the crest of the Virat wave to notch several famous
wins, at home and abroad, for 14 years. As much as his batting — the refined splendour of
strokes, the fusion of classicism with modernity that would be a thesis for ambitious young
batsmen — India will miss the unwavering and infectious energy that defined him.

So will world cricket. Virat burst forth at a time when Test cricket suffered existential
pangs, when gifted cricketers were forsaking long-form rigours for the lucre and instant
gratification of the shorter versions, when even the finest were picking and choosing
their preferred formats. But Virat showed that they could be successful across formats, if
they had the will and wisdom. He walked the talk by scaling the tops of batting charts in
every format. He was passionate about Test cricket, spoke openly about its primacy over
other formats, endorsed it in interviews and press conferences, took every opportunity
toimplore the next generation to focus on the longer game, and most importantly, cared
about it. As powerful a cricketer as he is, his voice was taken seriously in the game's de-
cision-making corridors. World cricket, thus, has lost one of its most vociferous advo-
cates and ardent champions. He made crowds flock to watch Test matches and he kept
the TRPs soaring much to the broadcasters’ relief, as though preserving Test cricket was
as big a mission as scoring hundreds and winning games.

He leaves not a hole ora crack at the heart of Indian batting, but an emptiness that will be
difficult to fill. There is no heir-apparent, and even if there was one, he would have been
crushed under the immaculate burden of being the successor to Kohli. Ina way, it's a tribute
to Kohli's greatness that he did not make the country miss Sachin Tendulkar for years. He
was not quite Tendulkar, but he was the closest India had to him. Now India waits for some-
one who could be the closest they can to Kohli. Someone eventually will rise in this cricket-
mad land, but to recreate the unblinking energy of Kohli could be a near impossible act.

OLD TIMES’ SAKE

Aresearch prize hopes to reimagine ageing. It could mean
moving beyond fantasies of eternal youth

In an age obsessed with aesthetic perfection, it is refreshing — and vital — to see

alongevity initiative grounded in substance rather than superficiality. The ambi-

tious $101 million XPrize Healthspan, which will announce its semi-finalists this

week, seeks to extend not merely the years of life but the quality of those years.
Its aim is to rejuvenate the body’s most vital systems — muscles, cognition, and immu-
nity — by atleast a decade for those aged between 50 and 80 years. Crucially, the winning
solution must be accessible, scalable within a year, and affordable — a powerful antidote
to the exclusivity that often shadows biomedical innovation.

That the vision of equitable longevity has moved beyond age-reversal fantasies is a wel-
come shift. Ageing has far too often been cast as a pathology to be hidden, delayed, or de-
nied, a decline to be concealed behind the mask of youth. Longevity is framed through a
superficial lens — wrinkle creams, biohacking fads, and fat-loss drugs — but beyond this
fixation on appearance, ageing has a deeper import. A meaningful extension of life must
necessarily centre on capability — mental clarity, mobility and resilience to disease. These
are the pillars that sustain autonomy and self-worth in old age, without which additional
years risk becoming a slow erosion of the self, an undignified hollowing out of all that
makes a person whole.

As the global population ages, such innovations could radically reshape healthcare
systems and reduce the burden on caregivers. According to the India Ageing Report 2023,
forinstance, the elderly population in the country is projected to surge to 347 million by
2050, accounting for 20.8 per cent of the population. By 2046, the number of elderly is ex-
pected to surpass the number of children under 15 years of age. This demographic shift
will bring with it significant socio-economic challenges. But there is also now a glimmer
of an opportunity init: To reimagine old age not as a slow fading but as a phase of dignity
and continued purpose.

Three’s a crowd

Delhi’s unwillingness to accept any external
mediation stems from history, experience

SuMIT GANGULY

THEREIS, AT least in principle, a ceasefire in
place between India and Pakistan. Whether
it holds or not and for how long, remain
open questions. President Donald Trump
has claimed that the United States played a
critical role in brokering the ceasefire and
that Vice-President ] D Vance and Secretary
of State, Marco Rubio, had spoken at length
with their Indian interlocutors, thereby
helping to bring about the ceasefire.

Despite Rubio’s call for an India-
Pakistan meeting at a neutral venue to start
“constructive talks” that the United States
was willing to facilitate, it is certain that
India will not agree to any such arrange-
ment where the US acts as mediator. This
proposal, bluntly stated, is dead on arrival
and reflects the lack of any appreciation on
the part of the Trump administration about
India’s unyielding stance on the matter.

The reasons for India’s unwillingness to
accept any external intercession are com-
plex. It stems from India’s experience with
both multilateral and third-party interven-
tions to resolve the Kashmir dispute. Most
Indians who pay the slightest heed to in-
ternational affairs and more specifically the
Kashmir dispute, are aware of the partisan
role that the US played at the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) in the
wake of the first Kashmir war (1947-48).
The United Kingdom had seized the oppor-
tunity to inveigle the US into adopting a
pro-Pakistan stance at the UNSC. The Harry
Truman administration, which was neither
especially interested nor particularly well-
informed of post-Partition politics of the
Subcontinent, had allowed the former
colonial power to shape the terms of the
debate at the UNSC.

India, which had somewhat naively
agreed to refer the dispute to the United
Nations on the advice of Lord Louis
Mountbatten, the last viceroy, quickly dis-
covered that its legalistic arguments about
a breach of international peace and secu-
rity carried little weight. All Indian diplo-
macy could do was to stall the process un-

Despite Rubio’s call for an
India-Pakistan meeting at a
neutral venue to start
‘constructive talks’ that the
United States was willing
to facilitate, it is certain
that India will not agree to
any such arrangement
where the US acts as
mediator. This proposal,
bluntly stated, is dead on
arrival and reflects the lack
of any appreciation on the
part of the Trump
administration about
India’s unyielding stance
on the matter.

til the United Nations lost interest in the
subject in the early 1960s.

What is less known, however, is thatin
the aftermath of the 1962 war, the US and
the UK prodded New Delhi to open a set of
negotiations with Pakistan. Averell
Harriman, a former US ambassador to
Moscow and Duncan Sandys, a British
member of parliament, and the
Commonwealth secretary, came to New
Delhi and persuaded an ailing Nehru to ini-
tiate these talks. New Delhi agreed to hold
these talks but in the end they proved to be
quite inconclusive.

Then, in the wake of the 1965 Indo-
Pakistani war, both parties, and especially
the Lyndon B Johnson administration, lost
interest in trying to resolve the Kashmir dis-
pute. The prejudiced milieu of the UNSC
and the subsequent Anglo-American pres-
sures to settle the dispute on terms
favourable to Pakistan left a lasting imprint
on India’s policymakers.

Not surprisingly, following the 1971 war
with Pakistan, when negotiating the Simla
Agreement of 1972, Indian interlocutors
were careful to insist that the dispute be re-
solved on a bilateral basis and without re-
sort to the use of force. However, they left
open a loophole when they agreed to ac-
cept the phrase “other peaceful means”.
Pakistani scholars and diplomats have long
insisted that the existence of that phrase
leaves open the possibility of the dispute
being addressed in multilateral fora. New
Delhi, in turn, has categorically rejected that
interpretation and has refused to entertain
any such prospect.

Even when India was materially a far
weaker state, it firmly rejected any effort
on the part of Islamabad or any other cap-
ital to bring in any third party, let alone the
UN to facilitate a possible settlement.
Obviously, in a country where views on
many politically fraught issues vary widely,
there are differing opinions on how best to
deal with Pakistan to tackle the Kashmir
question. However, few, if any, Indian in-

terlocutors will allow third-party interven-
tion, let alone agree to return to the UN
with a view towards solving the issue.

The current ceasefire is fragile.
Islamabad, which is using its proxy forces,
has inflicted a blow on India. It has punc-
tured the conceit that normalcy had ar-
rived in Kashmir. Furthermore, portraying
itself as the victim of Indian aggression, it
has apparently convinced the Trump ad-
ministration that external intercession is
necessary to ensure that a conflict spiral
that might culminate in a nuclear exchange
does not ensue.

The ceasefire simply provides Islamabad
arespite. The country is now in hock to the
People’s Republic of China, in large part ow-
ing to its embrace of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC). Worse still,
through years of economic mismanage-
ment and profligate defence spending, it
has now again turned to the International
Monetary Fund for another structural ad-
justment loan. Consequently, it could not
indefinitely continue a violent conflict with
New Delhi which has the capacity and the
will to take on a protracted war.

Yet, the anaemic government of
Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
like so many of its civilian predecessors, ex-
ists at the sufferance of the all-powerful
military establishment. More to the point,
the current chief of army staff, General
Asim Munir, is known for his visceral hos-
tility toward India. Consequently, if he, or
anyone of his disposition, is in office, the
intransigence toward India will certainly
not dissipate.

The ceasefire, obviously, is a welcome
development. However, it is hardly a sig-
nificant step toward the resolution of the
conflict that has dogged both states since
their inception in 1947.

The writer is a Senior Fellow and directs
the Huntington Programme on US-India
Relations at the Hoover Institution,
Stanford University
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Virat Kohli’s Test captaincy legacy is one of passion, vision, and a will to win

SRIRAM VEERA

EVEN AS THE absence of Virat Kohli, the
batsman, will be rued in the immediacy of
his retirement, what he did as a captain for
Test cricket in India shouldn’t be ignored.
When M S Dhoni retired from Test cricket
in 2014, the sudden manner of his an-
nouncement, perhaps, had led to myth-
making — of how he selflessly walked away
from it. However, in the 2011-12 tour of
Australia that had followed a listless tour of
England, the rot and the drift had set in.

Things were afoot to replace Dhoni at
the end of the Australia tour, and in the
words of a selector, “appoint someone who
cares for Test cricket more”. But the pro-
posal of the selectors was vetoed by the
Board. At a press conference during the se-
ries, when he was asked why he was contin-
uing as a Test captain, Dhoni had replied,
“because it's a responsibility”. When he fi-
nally left the job, it was clear thata man who
saw Test cricket as a passion project and not
justaresponsibility was needed. It was then
that Kohli stepped up.

Last week, Bhuvneshwar Kumar
brought up Kohli's captaincy years inan RCB
podcast. “I will give all credit to Virat Kohli
for Team India’s transformation in Test
cricket and the fast-bowling revolution. He
brought in that mindset of winning every-
where — not just going with the flow. That
mindset of Virat was very special.”

Kohli’s fierce ambition percolated in
everything he did: Batting, fitness, fielding,
captaincy, vision for the Test team, and inten-

Kohli’s fierce ambition
percolated in everything he
did: Batting, fitness, fielding,
captaincy, vision for the Test
team, and intensity on the
field. Under his captaincy,
with Ravi Shastri as coach,
the team rode on its pacers
to climb from No. 7 to No. 1.
In the latter half of his
captaincy, there weren’t
many decisions on the field
that one could question.

sity on the field. Under his captaincy, with
Ravi Shastri as coach, the team rode onits pac-
ers to climb from No. 7 to No. 1. In the latter
half of his captaincy, there weren’t many de-
cisions on the field that one could question.

His off-the-field manoeuvres, though,
were what made him and unmade him in
the eyes of others. At one point during his
tenure, it seemed he was using insecurity
as a performance-enhancing drug. Shastri
didn’t deny it but he saw it as Kohli setting
high standards and having to take tough de-
cisions to follow his dream.

What were the criticisms of his cap-
taincy when he quit the role in 2021? Alack
of empathy with a few players that seemed
to make sense to him in his hard-boiled
wonderland — if Cheteshwar Pujara could
score quicker, if Ajinkya Rahane could be
more consistent, and if R Ashwin can re-
main injury-free for a full overseas series
and deliver as a lower-order batsman every-
where. One can accuse him of lacking emo-
tional quotient, but the cricketing logic
wasn'’t too off.

Rohit Sharma'’s best years in Test cricket
came after he was made the opener by Kohli
and Shastri. In 2018, Shastri had told this
newspaper that KL Rahul was the batsman
that Kohli wanted to partner with Sharma.
Not just Ravindra Jadeja, Kohli backed
Rishabh Pant too after Dinesh Karthik’s hor-
ror run in the 2018 series in England.

There is not much to be said about his
backing and passion for a five-bowler at-

tack, primarily dominated by pacers. It
would have been silly to do anything else
when you have Jasprit Bumrah,
Mohammed Shami, a resurgent Ishant
Sharma, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Umesh
Yadav, and a young line-up of backup pac-
ers. It was his vision and since he was
blessed with talented pacers, he went to
town withit.

Another criticism was the manic inten-
sity that spilt over to unpleasantness on a
few occasions. But how did he himself see
it? When asked if he had gone over the top
about one particular incident in South
Africa, he said, “If we’d have gotten all
charged up and picked three wickets, that
would’'ve been the moment that changed
the game”. He lived for a battle, he loved be-
ing the victim even when he wasn’t, he
liked being pushed to a corner because it
stirred him to greater things. And, by exten-
sion, he thought it would do the same to the
team as well.

And that’s how he continued to be until
his last days as an Indian Test cricketer. On
the final two days of the last Test match in
Sydney in January when he was effectively
in charge of the team as Bumrah and Rohit
were absent, he was passionately whipping
up his team and the Indian section of the
crowd, much to the ire of Australian fans.
Without him on a Test field, it’s difficult to
imagine that supercharged buzz in Tests.

sriram.veera@expressindia.com
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AHMEDABAD VIOLENCE

THE ARMY, WHICH took charge of the walled
city, was given additional control of the labour
areas of Gomtipur, Bapunagar and Saraspur
where large scale violence broke out in the
morning and continued unabated throughout
the day. With seven bodies brought to the civil
hospital from Gomtipur, the death toll rose to
19. Twelve persons were killed — six in police
firing and six in stabbing — till 5 pm as large-
scale arson and stabbing incidents erupted.

BHOPAL WATER UNSAFE

WATER IN BHOPAL is not safe. A very high
level of thiocyanates — a form in which

cyanide exists in the human body — has been
found in the sub-soil, lake and filtered water
of Bhopal more than 100 days after methyl
isocyanate leaked from the Union Carbide
pesticide plant killing over 2000 people last
December. This is the finding of the medical
survey of Bhopal gas victims conducted by
some doctors of the KEM Hospital, Bombay.

AKALI LEADERSHIP

DRAMATIC AND SWIFT developments are
taking place in the Akali Dal headquarters
since the resignation of Harchand Singh
Longowal from the presidency of the Akali
Dal was announced. Gurdev Singh Tahvandi,
secretary, Akali Dal, informed ENS that a

Jaipur

meeting of district jathedars of Akali units, to
whom Longowal had tendered his resigna-
tion, had been summoned on May 22 at the
Akali Dal headquarters.

BLAST ARRESTS

IN A MAJOR breakthrough in uncovering the
terrorist network, the Delhi Police arrested a
leading lawyer of the Capital, Kartar Singh
Narang, 54, for suspected involvement in the
bomb blasts in the city. At least one 9 mm pis-
toland alarge amount of ammunition, includ-
ing bombs similar to those used in the blasts,
were seized from Narang’s house. Two sus-
pected terrorists from Punjab were also ar-
rested at Narang’s house, the sources added.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“It is more than likely that the ban may drive many Awami League members to
questionable activities, as we have seen previously with associates of some banned

political parties.”

— THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

Path of peace, path of strengt

This is certainly not the era of war but this is also not the era of terrorism.
Zero tolerance against terrorism is the guarantee for a better world

NARENDRA MODI

My dear countrymen, Namaskar!

IN THE PAST few days, we have witnessed
both the strength and patience of our coun-
try. First of all, on behalf of the people of
India, I salute the valiant forces of India, the
armed forces, our intelligence agencies, and
our scientists. Our brave soldiers displayed
immense courage to achieve the objectives
of Operation Sindoor. I pay tribute to their
bravery, courage and valour. I dedicate this
valour to every mother, every sister and
every daughter of the country.

Friends, the barbarity displayed by ter-
rorists in Pahalgam on April 22 shocked the
entire country and the world. The merciless
killing of innocent citizens in front of their
families and their children on the basis of
their religion was a very gruesome face of
terror and cruelty. This was also a heinous
attempt to break the harmony and unity of
the country. For me, personally, this was ex-
tremely painful. After this terrorist attack,
the entire nation, every citizen, every com-
munity, every class, every political party,
unitedly spoke in one voice for strong action
against terrorism. We gave a free hand to
Indian forces to wipe out the terrorists. And
today, every terrorist, every terror organisa-
tion knows the consequence of wiping out
the sindoor of our sisters and daughters.

Friends, Operation Sindoor is not justa
name but it's a reflection of the feelings of
millions of people of the country.
Operation Sindoor is our unwavering com-
mitment to justice. Late night on May 6
and in the early morning of May 7, the
whole world saw this pledge turn into re-
ality. Indian forces attacked terror hide-
outs in Pakistan and their training centres
with precision. The terrorists had never
imagined that India could take such a big
decision. But when the country is united,
endowed with the spirit of Nation First and
national interest is paramount, then strong
decisions are taken and results are
achieved.

When India's missiles and drones at-
tacked terrorist bases in Pakistan, not only
the buildings of terrorist organisations but
also their courage was shaken badly.
Terrorist bases, like Bahawalpur and
Muridke, are universities of global terror-
ism. The big terrorist attacks in the world,
be it 9/11, the London Tube bombings, or
attacks which have happened in India in
the last many decades, their roots are
somehow connected to these terrorist
hideouts. The terrorists had wiped out the
sindoor of our sisters and India responded
by destroying their headquarters. More
than 100 dreaded terrorists have been
killed in these attacks by India. Many ter-
rorist leaders were roaming freely in
Pakistan for the last two-and-a-half to
three decades, who conspired against
India. India killed them in one stroke.

Friends, Pakistan was deeply disap-
pointed and frustrated by this action by
India. It was bewildered and in this bewil-
derment, it committed another cowardly
act. Instead of supporting India's strike
against terrorism, Pakistan started attack-
ing India. Pakistan targeted our schools, col-
leges, gurdwaras, temples and houses of

civilians. Pakistan targeted our military
bases. But in this act, Pakistan was
itself exposed.

The world saw how Pakistan's drones
and missiles fell like straws. India's strong
air defence system destroyed them in the
sky itself. Pakistan had prepared for an at-
tack on the border, but India struck at the
heart of Pakistan. India's drones and mis-
siles attacked with precision. They dam-
aged those airbases of the Pakistani Air
Force of which Pakistan was very proud.
India caused heavy damage to Pakistan in
the first three days itself, on a scale it had
never imagined. That's why after India's ag-
gressive action, Pakistan started looking for
ways to escape. Pakistan was pleading with
the world to ease tensions. And after suffer-
ing heavy losses, Pakistan's army contacted
our DGMO on the afternoon of May 10.

By then, we had destroyed the infrastruc-
ture of terrorism on a large scale. Many ter-
rorists were eliminated. We had destroyed
the terror camps established in the heart of
Pakistan. Therefore, when Pakistan appealed
and said that it would not indulge in any sort
of terror activities or further military audac-
ity, India considered it. And [ am repeating
again, we have just suspended our retalia-
tory action against Pakistan's terror and mil-
itary camps. In the coming days, we will
measure every step by Pakistan on the crite-
rion of the attitude it adopts going ahead.

Friends, India's three forces, our Air Force,
our Army and Navy, our Border Security
Force (BSF), paramilitary forces, are con-
stantly on alert. After the surgical strike and
air strike, now Operation Sindoor is India’s
policy against terrorism. Operation Sindoor
has carved out a new benchmark in our fight
against terror and has set up a new param-
eter and new normal.

First, if there is a terrorist attack on India,
a fitting reply will be given. We will give a
befitting response on our terms. We will
take strict action at every place, going to the
roots of terrorism. Second, India will not tol-
erate any nuclear blackmail. India will strike
precisely and decisively at the terrorist
hideouts developing under the cover of nu-
clear blackmail. Third, we will not differen-
tiate between the government sponsoring
terrorism and the masterminds of terror-
ism. During Operation Sindoor, the world
has again seen the ugly face of Pakistan,
when top Pakistani army officers turned up
to bid farewell to the slain terrorists. This is

FOR THE
RECORD

After this terrorist attack, the
entire nation, every citizen,
every community, every class,
every political party, unitedly
spoke in one voice for strong
action against terrorism. We
gave a free hand to Indian
forces to wipe out the
terrorists. And today, every
terrorist, every terror
organisation knows the
consequence of wiping out
the sindoor of our sisters and
daughters.

CR Sasikumar

strong evidence of state-sponsored terror-
ism. We will continue to take decisive steps
to protect India and our citizens from
any threat.

Friends, we have defeated Pakistan
every time on the battlefield. And this time,
Operation Sindoor has added a new dimen-
sion. We have displayed our capabilities in
the deserts and mountains and also proved
our superiority in new-age warfare. During
this operation, the quality of our Made in
India weapons was also demonstrated.
Today, the world is witnessing that in 21st-
century warfare, the time has come for
Made in India defence equipment.

Friends, our greatest strength is our
unity against all forms of terrorism. This is
certainly not the era of war but this is also
not the era of terrorism. Zero tolerance
against terrorism is the guarantee for a
better world.

Friends, the way the Pakistan army and
Pakistan government are encouraging ter-
rorism, it will destroy Pakistan one day. If
Pakistan wants to survive, it will have to de-
stroy its terror infrastructure. There is no
other way to peace. India's stand is very
clear: Terror and talks cannot go together.
Terror and trade cannot go together. Water
and blood cannot flow together.

Today, Iwould also like to tell the global
community that our stated policy is: If there
are talks with Pakistan, it will be only on ter-
rorism. And if there are talks with Pakistan,
it will be only on Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK).

Dear countrymen, today is Buddha
Purnima. Lord Buddha has shown us the
path of peace. The path of peace also goes
through power. Humanity should move to-
wards peace and prosperity. Every Indian
should be able to live in peace, and fulfil the
dream of Viksit Bharat. For this, it is neces-
sary for India to be powerful. And it is also
necessary to use this power when required.
In the last few days, India has done just that.

Once again, I salute the Indian armed
forces.Ibow to the courage of every Indian,
to the oath and resolve of unity of the peo-
ple of India.

Thank you.

Bharat Mata ki Jai! Bharat Mata ki Jai!
Bharat Mata ki Jai!

This is the English translation of
the Prime Minister's address to the
nation on May 12

Shining a |

ight on the Court

Public declaration of assets of judges is a good step. But transparency needs more

YASHASWINI BASU

THE PUBLIC DECLARATION of the assets of
21 Supreme Court judges needs to be
lauded as a testament to Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna’s commitment to em-
bolden transparency and accountability.
This step seems to be a timely attempt to
address the increasing dismay over allega-
tions of corruption in the judiciary.

The Bench remains one of the most hal-
lowed seats of power in the country. Yet,
many times, allegations of corruption mar
their image. Former Chief Justice Ranjan
Gogoi once remarked, “Judges don’t drop
from heaven”, and to err is human. Then,
how is it possible that no sitting judge has
ever beenimpeached or convicted? The an-
swer lies in the opaque design of the pros-
ecution mechanisms when it comes to ju-
dicial officers.

The release of the asset details comes in
the wake of the discovery of unaccounted
cashataDelhi High Court judge’s residence.
But it barely covers the critical issues around
judicial accountability. Notably, the release
of assets is not a novel practice. In 2009, the
Supreme Court passed a resolution endors-
ing the publication of the assets of judges.
However, it was voluntary. The portal for up-

loading these details has remained dormant
ever since.

While judges enjoy enough immunity,
they are not totally shielded from account-
ability. The Judicial Officers Protection Act,
1850 states that no judicial officer will be
subject to a trial before any civil court, for
any act done in their judicial capacity, if done
in good faith. Similarly, the Judges
(Protection) Act, 1985 states that no court
can entertain any civil or criminal proceed-
ings against any judge in India for any accu-
sation pertaining to their judicial duty.
However, this is not absolute in nature be-
cause the Act also states that this does not
debar any lawful authority from initiating
action against someone, if the charge relates
to them as “individuals” and goes beyond
their adjudicatory or administrative role.

Further, in the 1991 Supreme Court ver-
dictin the case of K Veeraswamy vs Union of
India, the apex court established that no
criminal proceedings against a judge of the
Supreme Court or a high court will be reg-
istered without consulting the Chief Justice
of India.

The Constitution, under Article(s) 124
and 218, establishes the process of removal of

judges on the grounds of “proven miscon-
duct or incapacity”. This entails a motion
passed by both Houses of Parliament with a
special majority, which sets a high threshold
for impeachment. Whenever an inquiry is
initiated against a judge, an internal commit-
tee led by the CJI or the relevant high court
oversees the matter and decides as appro-
priate. The outcome, however, is not made
public, and the general compass of the puni-
tive measures extends to transfers, resigna-
tions or non-assignment of judicial work.

The idea behind such immunity is to
protect judicial officers from malicious lit-
igation or assault on their independence.
But the pitfall is that most of the time, the
genuine instances of misbehaviour and cor-
ruption remain untouched.

Judges all around the world enjoy some
degree of immunity. But, they are not insu-
lated from civil or criminal prosecution. The
US, Argentina, South Korea and Russia are
among the countries that have made it
mandatory for judges to declare their as-
sets. Canada and the United Kingdom, like
India, have non-mandatory declaration sys-
tems: The details are made public only
when asked for. While the US, UK and

Germany have special legal procedures to
try judges, Canada has a Judicial Council
which exclusively deals with legal action
against them.

The push for financial disclosure is also
endorsed by international standards like the
Bangalore Principle of Judicial Conduct,
which not only asks the judges to declare
their wealth but also urges them to declare
any conflict of interest that might affect their
judicial integrity during trials.

The financial disclosure, though, is a crit-
ical step towards embracing transparency;
itis just the tip of the iceberg. These details,
otherwise, could have been obtained
through Right to Information since the days
of the Veeraswamy judgement (reiterated
by a 2019 order of the Supreme Court). It
said that the judge of any court is a “public
servant”. However, there is still no clarity
over whether a judge can be tried under the
Lokpal Act. The threshold of actions against
a sitting judge also remains high. So, while
the recent disclosures are a welcome ges-
ture, judicial accountability needs more.

The writer is outreach lead at Nyaaya, an
initiative of Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy

h  Colonel Sofiya

Qureshi

Now that there is a pause in
the firing, it need not be, it should
not be, the image’s end

VANDITA MISHRA

THE DAY AFTER the India-Pakistan cease-
fire,a stock-taking of the messages India sent
out in the stormy days since Operation
Sindoor could miss the possible after-life of
one powerful image: Colonel Sofiya Qureshi
ofthe Army, at the joint press briefing of the
Ministry of External Affairs and Ministry of
Defence. She speaking in Hindi, her Air Force
counterpart, Wing Commander Vyomika
Singh, in English, and the picture completed
by the Foreign Secretary, Vikram Misri.

The framing of that image has not gone
unnoticed. [t was a message, it has been said,
to the terrorist, to Pakistan’s General, and to
the international community, when an ex-
ternal enemy had to be fought and there was
aneed to project unity. In the terror strike in
Pahalgam, the victims were men, husbands
and fathers killed before their wives and chil-
dren after being selected for their faith.

The attack came only days after General
Asim Munir’s particularly nasty recycling of
the two-nation theory. Against this backdrop,
the name Operation Sindoor, and the deci-
sion to seat Colonel Qureshi on that podium,
were carefully arrived at,and evocative. They
sought to invoke the Indian woman'’s un-
daunted spirit. And to announce to the world
that the design of the terrorists and their han-
dlers to stoke communal faultlines in India
would not be allowed to succeed.

That two-toned message dominated the
frame. Sure, there were predictable distrac-
tions — and worse. War-like postures were
struck in social media and by arm-chair
troopers in TV studios, including and espe-
cially in  government-controlled
Doordarshan. There were crude attempts by
the BJPto score low blows off the Opposition,
which mostly stayed with a sober and sup-
portive script — the demand, now, for a spe-
cial Parliament session on Pahalgam,
Operation Sindoor and a ceasefire “first an-
nounced by US President Trump” highlights
akept-in-abeyance questioning.

Onthe whole, the message was of a unity
thatencompasses citizens of all faiths, Hindu
and Muslim. In retrospect, the one-day ses-
sion of the J&K assembly called by the Omar
Abdullah government in the aftermath of
Pahalgam, in which the Chief Minister spoke
with empathy and in solidarity with griev-
ing families across the nation, set the tone
for the image featuring Colonel Qureshi at
the government’s press briefings.

Now that peace has broken out, how-
ever, it need not be the image's end. It
should not be.

It could turn out that Colonel Qureshi’s
presence at the high table, and her voice -
even though she was only reading out from
the government script — were not entirely
contained by the intended symbolism
aimed at Pakistan and the international
community. It could be that there is a spill-
over, beyond that moment, in domestic are-
nas and spaces. After all, symbols are not al-
ways, and never fully in control of those who
craft and wield them. This particular sym-

bolis potentially subversive of the dominant
politics. It could ripple and resonate
and tweak.

Consider the context it comes in. In its
two terms so far, and almost a year into its
third term, the BJP-led government has dis-
played remarkable political flexibility. Its
turnaround on counting caste, by shedding
its instinctive reluctance vis a vis the caste-
centric politics of social justice, is the latest
example. But on one issue it has
remained unmoving.

Examples and patterns abound of this
grim unchangingness. From framing a new
citizenship law that makes religion a crite-
rion, to the thrusting of waqf reform on the
Muslim community. From refusing to give
BJP tickets and ministerships to Muslim
leaders/candidates — making this the first
cabinet and council of ministers since
Independence with no Muslim in it — to
turning a blind eye to those in the party/gov-
ernment who indulge in minority-baiting.
From bulldozer injustice that disproportion-
ately targets the minority to electoral slo-
gans that stoke spectres of the
Hindu-under-siege.

As a party, the BJP plays to the Muslim
“Other” and an abuse-machine that uses
“Pakistan” for name-calling internally. For
its government, the Muslim is the “lab-
harthi”, the passive recipient of schemes, not
the citizen who is entitled to a voice, repre-
sentation, rights.

To be sure, a left-over image of Sofiya
Qureshi from a period of military conflict
will not change or rewrite that political story.
No image can single-handedly do that. But
ifitmoved the needle in a war-like moment,
it also sparks a question: Could it open up
public space for representation of the mi-
nority inadiverse country in times of peace?

The cynic, or the realist, may point to
the fact that, alongside its fundamental
and unchanging political patterns, the BJP
has often promoted the trope of the “good
Muslim”, which feeds rather than detracts
from Hindutva politics. Be it marking out
Dara Shikoh from the other Mughals, or
showering praise on AP] Abdul Kalam, or
outreach to Sufi and Pasmanda Muslims,
the BJP has gazed more softly upon those
members of the minority that it certifies
as “Bharatiya" or “Rashtravadi”. Doesn't
that drain the Sofiya imagery of its heart-
ening possibilities?

Thereis a point there, but not a full stop,
hopefully. It is true that Sofiya Qureshi
wears a military uniform, and that her pres-
ence on the podium was a tactical device
to counter the propaganda on communal
discord in India and keep the focus on ter-
rorism internationally. But that a govern-
ment as committed as this one has been to
the Hindu-isation of public spheres gave
her arole in a national moment of high-vis-
ibility — within the country, not just out-
side it — sends out a frisson. The Modi gov-
ernment knew that India, and not just the
world, was watching.

It could also be that, at this juncture, the
ruling party feels so confident about the con-
solidation of its base that it is willing to risk
a symbol with many lives and multiple
meanings. Even so,and at the very least, it is
something to be noted: The repertoire of
symbols of an enormously image-conscious
party has just let a multi-edged one in.

vandita.mishra@expressindia.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘WHERE’'S THE TRUST?

THISREFERSTO the report, ‘Ceasefire...’
(IE, May 11). The announcement of a
ceasefire between India and Pakistan,
hailed by US President Donald Trump as
a diplomatic success, initially offered
hope for de-escalation. President Trump
claimed that after a “long night of talks,”
both nations had agreed toa “fulland im-
mediate” ceasefire. Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif publicly
thanked Trump for his “leadership and
proactive role” in facilitating the agree-
ment. However, the fragility of this truce
became evident almost immediately.
India accused Pakistan of violating the
ceasefire within hours, citing renewed
shelling in Kashmir. Pakistan denied
these allegations, asserting its commit-
ment to peace. This rapid unravelling un-
derscores the deep-seated mistrust and
the complex dynamics at play. Whilein-
ternational mediation can provide a plat-
form for dialogue, sustainable peace be-
tween India and Pakistan hinges on
addressing the root causes of conflict,
particularly the longstanding issues sur-
rounding Kashmir.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

AMERICAN HAND

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Trump
claims credit; Delhi’s new red lines’ (IE,
May 11). It is unusual that it was the US
President who informed the world that

a ceasefire between India and Pakistan,
before this official news is released by ei-
ther country. A ceasefire is welcome, but
the most worrying part is Donald
Trump's subsequent claims of offering
to mediate on the Kashmir dispute,
which is contrary to India's consistent
position that Kashmir is a bilateral issue
and no third-party involvement is war-
ranted. This is documented in the 1972
Simla Treaty between India and Pakistan,
which the latter has now declared void.
Was the US unaware of this treaty before
imposing itself as a mediator?

LR Murmu, Delhi

TALKING ABOUT WAR

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A world
less safe’ (IE, May 10). Amid the war
frenzy on both sides of the border, the
editorial has rightly expressed concern
for the psychological well-being of chil-
dren. Sadly, we seem to be least bothered
about the potential risk of emotional dis-
turbances in them when they witness
activities such as blackouts and security
drills. Further, 24/7 news channels and
excessive exposure to information on so-
cial media have compounded the issue
by acting as stressors. However, the ma-
jor responsibility lies with parents and
schools to help contain children’s emo-
tional outbursts. Following UNICEF's
guidelines on discussing conflict and war
with children may be helpful.

Manoj Parashar, Ghaziabad

Jaipur
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Pak Air Force assets that India hit

Indian missiles and drones inflicted heavy damage on at least eight Pakistan Air Force bases and several radar & air defence units in a withering aerial attack
last week. While Pakistani air defences were knocked out, the enemy’s own aerial attacks were unable to breach Indian air defences
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PAF BASE NUR KHAN, RAWALPINDI

m Close to Pak Army HQ, n-command

Home to the Pakistan Air Force’s (PAF’s) Air Mobility Command
and the PAF College Chaklala, this is one of Pakistan’s most vital
air bases, which plays a key role in logistics, VIP transport,

strategic operations, and aviator training.

The base houses PAF transport aircraft such as Lockheed C-130
Hercules, Ilyushin II-78 refuellers, and trainers such as
Karakoram-8. With the Pakistan Army’s General Headquarters
and the Strategic Plans Division — the operational arm of the
country’s nuclear command — in the vicinity, the base lies at the
heart of the Pakistani military establishment.

PAF Base Chaklala was renamed PAF Base Nur Khan in 2012,
in honour of Air Marshal Nur Khan, the base’s first Pakistani
commander in 1947 who went on to lead the Pakistan Air Force

from 1965 to 1969.

AFTER

PAF BASE MURID, CHAKWAL !
m Home base for Pakistan’s drone fleet ; {
The Murid base is the home base of Pakistan’s i }
growing fleet of combat drones, and one of the f \

PAF's most important forward operational flying
bases today.

Its more than eight hangars house
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) such as the
indigenously developed GIDS Shahpar and
NESCOM Burragq, the Chinese Chengdu Wing
LoongII, and the Turkish Bayraktar TB2 and
Bayraktar Akinci.
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stationed at the base.

PAF BASE MUSHAF SARGODHA

m Most strategic PAF base, home to best fighters, pilots

Considered to be the most vital strategic asset of the PAF, the
Sargodha base is home to Pakistan’s best fighter aircraft and pilots,
aswell as the headquarters of the Central Air Command, the Combat
Commanders’ School, and the Airpower Centre of Excellence.

! Aircraft such as the American F-16 Fighting Falcon, Chinese

“ 7Chengdu J-7, French Mirage 5, and the JF-17 Thunder, the
mainstay of PAF’s fighter fleet developed jointly with China, are

The Sargodha base was a prime target of Indian air attacks
during the 1965 war, during which India destroyed 10 Pakistani
aircraft at the base. After this, the PAF reserved much of its fighter
fleet to protect Sargodha rather than sending them to the front.

The base was renamed in 2003 in honour of Air Chief Marshal
Mushaf Ali Mir who had died in an aircraft crash earlier that year.

PAF BASE SHAHBAZ, JACOBABAD

RADARSITES&
AIR DEFENCE UNITS

m Pasrur, Sialkot district, Punjab
m Sialkot, Punjab
® Chunian, Kasur district, Punjab

B Crucial NATO base during War on
Terror, important for Pak’s F-16s
Heavily used by NATO forces during Operation
/ - Enduring Freedom, the official moniker of the
"= L 7% US-led Global War on Terrorism, the Jacobabad

. 1 /= baseis home to some of PAF's most advanced
aircraft and equipment.

These include the latest JF-17 Block I,
multiple variants of the F-16 Fighting Falcon,
and the Italian Leonardo AW139 helicopters of
the 88 Search and Rescue Squadron.

According to local media reports, the base
also houses private contractors who work on
the American F-16s.

PAF BASE RAFIQUI, SHORKOT

m Base for JF-17 and Mirage 5 fighters

Located 337 km to the south of Islamabad, this
base is a vital asset of PAF’'s Northern Air
Command. It is home to squadrons of JF-17,
Mirage 5, and the French utility helicopter
Alouette IIL.

The base is named in honour of Sq Ldr
Sarfaraz Ahmed Rafiqui, one of Pakistan’s most
decorated fighter pilots, famous for his exploits
during the war of 1965.

PAF BASE BHOLARI, JAMSHORO

m Newest Pak’s air base, where Pak &
China held major aerial excercisein 2020
Inaugurated as recently as December 2017, this

important for northern Sindh

This is another forward operational base of the
PAF which doubles as the Begum Nusrat Bhutto
International Airport Sukkur, the second major
civilian airport operational in Sindh after
Karachi’s Jinnah International Airport.

Originally built as a military aerodrome
during World War II, the Sukkur base operates
under PAF's Southern Air Command

PAF BASE RAHIM YAR KHAN, RAHIM YAR KHAN

m Runway knocked out by Indian strike, base shut for repairs

The Rahim Yar Khan base is a forward operational base of the PAF’'s Central
Command. Its sole runway is also used by the Sheikh Zayed International Airport,
named after Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the first President of the UAE,
who funded the construction of the airport’s terminal. Day-to-day operations at
the airport are handled by the Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority (PCAA).

After India’s strike at the air base, which has left a massive crater on its
runway;, all flight operations have been suspended for a week.

m Lahore, Punjab
m Malir Cantt, Karachi, Sindh

India also struck at least three radar sites in
Pakistan’s Punjab province, close to the border with
the Indian state of Punjab and the Union Territory
of Jammu & Kashmir, as well as two air defence
units — one in Lahore and the other in Malir
Cantonment, Karachi.

These were all likely a part of Pakistan’s larger
air defence system.

is one of Pakistan’s most modern main
operational bases. It is home to squadrons of
both the JF-17 Thunder and F-16 Fighting Falcon,
as well as Saab 2000 AEWACs (airborne early
warning and control aircraft) aircraft fitted with
the Erieye radar system.

In 2020, the base hosted Exercise Shaheen IX,
amajor joint Pakistani-Chinese aerial exercise.

GRAPHIC: ARJUN SENGUPTA & MRIDUL

Why US & China

D ¥.\\|50) ECONOMICS

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

AFTER TWO days of high-level negotiations
in Geneva, Switzerland, the United States and
Chinaon Monday announced a 90-day pause
intheir trade war, suspending the high tariffs
and non-tariff barriers that the two countries
had put in place after April 2.

Inajoint statement, the US and China said
they were committed to establishing “a
mechanism to continue discussions about
economic and trade relations”.

What were the tariffs until now?

Since February 1, US President Donald
Trump has imposed tariffs on China for a va-
riety of reasons. The first lot of tariffs was for
the sale of fentanyl, an opioid that is respon-
sible for thousands of deaths due to overdose
in the US. On April 2, which Trump desig-
nated as “Liberation Day”, Washington im-
posed an additional 34% tariffs on China.

China responded with its own counter-
tariffs, unlike most other countries. By April
10, the tariffs had reached a prohibitive level.
The US had imposed 145% tariffs on China,
and China had responded with 125% tariffs
on US imports. At this 145% rate, the price of
an $100-worth imported Chinese good in the
US would rise to an eye-watering $245.

In addition to tariffs, China also imposed
some non-tariff barriers on the US, such as
export restrictions on rare earth minerals,

and restrictions/investigations against mul-
tiple US companies.

What is the situation now?

After the truce, the base tariff rates have
fallen to 10% for both countries. However, the
US continues to levy a 20% tariff on account
of fentanyl smuggling.

So effectively, consumers in the US now
face a tariff of 30% on imports from China,
and consumers in China face a tariff of 10%
for imports from the US.

China has also suspended the non-tariff
barriers it installed after April 2.

Why were tariffs placed in the first place?

Explaining the rationale behind the tariffs,
the US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer
yet again pointed to the $1.2 trillion trade
deficit on goods that the US had with the rest
of the world. This essentially means that US
consumers import goods worth $1.2 trillion
more than what the consumers in the rest of
the world import from the US.

The Trump administration sees a trade
deficit negatively, saying it is proof of the fact
thattherest of the world s “ripping off” the US.
That is because, as Greer argues, while the US
opensits markets to the rest of the world, other
countries protect their companies, and sub-
sidise them to take over the US market.

Greer said the trade deficit had ballooned
more than 40% since the end of President
Trump’s first term in 2020. He also under-
scored that merely talking and requesting

THE TRADE WAR BETWEEN US & CHINA

FEB 1: Trump imposes 10% tariffs on

China, 25% on Mexico and Canada,
citing fentanyl crisis

FEB 4: As tariffs on China take effect,

Beijing puts 15% tariffs on US coal,
LNG; 10% on crude

MAR 4: Another 10% US tariffs; total
now 20%. China responds with up to
15% on key US farm products

APR 2: On “Liberation Day” Trump

announces 34% on all Chinese goods

from April 9

APR 4: China announces its own 34%

effective April 10, as well as controls
onrare earths exports

APR 7: Trump threatens additional
50% tariffs if China doesn’t back down

APR 9-10: The US levies 84%
additional tariffs, bringing the total to
104%. China retaliates with 84% tariffs,
effective April 10. Trump then raises it
to 125%, totalling 145%.

APR 11: China raises tariffs to 125%,
effective Apr 12, and declares no
further hikes

APR 13: Trump exempts
smartphones, computers and other
electronics, subjecting them only to a
20% tariff

MAY 6: Talks in Geneva announced
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other countries to open their markets had not
helped over the decades, and that imposing
high tariffs was the most logical way forward.

Why has there been a truce?

Tariffs are not the solution to trade imbal-
ances. Put simply, they are counterproductive,
and hurt the domestic economy’s consumers
while protecting its producers. But since the
hurt on consumers is spread over alarge num-
ber of individuals and the benefit of protec-
tion is concentrated over a small number of
producers, it can appear that tariffs help.

Unsurprisingly, the US economy started
wilting under the price pressure of tariffs be-
cause allimports started getting costlier. There
was a genuine risk that if this truce had not
been announced, the shelves inretailers such
as Walmart would have soon become empty.

The US economy contracted in the first
quarter of 2025, before the full effects of the
highest tariffs would have even been regis-
tered. After the April 2 announcement, the con-
sensus view among economists was that the
USwas set to face recession — thatis, two con-
secutive quarters when the overall GDP de-
clines in absolute terms. Worse, with tariffs
raising the price level, the odds of the US facing
a stagflation — economic stagnation coupled
with high inflation — were becoming higher.

So, which country won the tariff war?
There are no winners in a tariff war.

However, currently, it appears that China has

managed to get the better of the US.

Jaipur

have agreed to temporarily slash tariffs

For instance, even though China’s exports
to the US fell by 21% in April, its overall ex-
ports grew by 8%. According to an Axis Bank
analysis, China’s trade surplus grew by $96
billion in April. In the quarter where the US
contracted, China’s GDP exceeded expecta-
tions by growing by 5.4%.

Also, at 10% baseline tariffs, China now
faces the same rate that the United States’
traditional allies, such as the United Kingdom
and Australia, face. These are the rare coun-
tries which had a trade deficit with the US,
and still got charged with a 10% tariff rate.

The 20% tariffs on fentanyl are likely to go
away, given the fact that both Greer and US
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent spoke posi-
tively about China’s engagement on theissue.

What's next?

The immediate reaction from all market
parameters is positive, but that should be
seen as a huge sigh of relief. Investors can see
that the worst possible outcome — a trade
embargo between the world’s two largest
economies — is behind them.

Stock markets have risen, and so has the
US dollar and the price of oil — all pointing
to better economic prospects — while prices
of assets (gold and government bonds) that
are considered safe havens have fallen.

However, the fact is that this is not a
“deal”.Itis just a truce to start talks. As there
is no clarity on who called first for talks in
Geneva, the actual negotiations could be
quite thorny and tense.
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ON THE BACK OF BROAD-BASED BUYING SUPPORT

Sensex, Nifty gain nearly 4% amid
India-Pak ceasefire, US-China deal

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, MAY 12

DOMESTIC STOCK markets ral-
lied around 4 per cent on
Monday after the ceasefire agree-
ment between India and
Pakistan and as the US and China
reached a trade deal.

The BSE’s 30-share Sensex
surged 3.74 per cent, or 2,975.43
points, to settle at 82,429.9. The
NSE'’s Nifty 50 rose 3.82 per cent,
or 916.7 points, to close at
24,924.7. This was the largest sin-
gle-day gain for both the indices
since February 1,2021.

The market capitalisation, or
the total value of all listed shares,
of BSE-listed companies increased
byRs 16.15lakh crore toRs432.56
lakh crore. “Markets were onaroll
and turned buoyant after the
news of a ceasefire betweenIndia
and Pakistan, as that removes
some kind of apprehension that
was caused by last weeK’s tension
between the two nuclear-armed
neighbours,” said Prashanth
Tapse, senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd.

Investors turned risk-on with
safe-haven gold taking a beating
while equities turned out to be
clear winners on the back of
broad-based buying support.

“The ceasefire between India

Stocks rally
in China,
yuan gains

Shanghai: Chinese stocks rallied
and the yuan strengthened on
Monday after the US and China
said they have agreed to adeal to
slash reciprocal tariffs in a sub-
stantial de-escalation of a poten-
tially damaging trade war.

Hong Kong's benchmark
Hang Seng Index extended the
gains and closed up 3 per cent af-
ter the news and the Hang Seng
TechIndex rallied more than 5 per
cent. The yuan strengthened toas
muchas 72001 against the dollar
to reach a six-month high, while
itsoffshore counterpart rose more
than 0.5 per cent. China’s CSI300
Index closed up 1.2 per cent and
the Shanghai Composite Index
added 0.8 percent.  REUTERS

—— BRIEFLY —

Steel, aluminium:
India proposes

retaliatory duties

New Delhi: India on Monday
proposed to impose retalia-
tory duties under the WTO
(World Trade Organization)
norms against the US over
American tariffs on steel and
aluminium in the name of
safeguard measures. " The safe-
guard measures would affect
$76billionimportsinto the US
of the relevant products origi-
nating in India, on which the
duty collection would be $1.91
billion,” a WTO communica-
tion said. PTI

‘Ant Group likely
to sellabout 4%
stakein Paytm’

New Delhi: Financial Services
company Ant Group is likely
tooffload upto4 per cent stake
worth about Rs 2,066 crore in
fintech firm One97
Communications, the owner
of the Paytmbrand, according
to sources. PTI

Promoters of
Gensolresign
from company

New Delhi: Promoters
of beleaguered Gensol
Engineering, Anmol Singh
Jaggi and Puneet Singh Jaggi,
have resigned from the com-
pany following market regu-
lator Securities and Exchange
Board of India’s (Sebi) interim
order, according to an ex-
change filing. PTI

o
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The BSE building in Mumbai. The market capitalisation of
BSE-listed companies increased by Rs 16.15 lakh crore to Rs

432.56 lakh crore on Monday.

Reuters

and Pakistan has paved the way
forasharprally in the market. The
prime mover of the rally will be
the Fllbuying which has been sus-
tained for sixteen continuous days
except last Friday when the con-
flict escalated,” said VK
Vijayakumar, chief investment
strategist, Geojit Investments Ltd.

On Monday, foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) net purchased Rs
1,246.48 crore, while domesticin-
stitutional investors (DII) bought
Rs 1,448.37 crore worth of equi-
ties, according to the BSE’s provi-
sional data.

Domestic macros like expec-
tations of high GDP growth and

revival of earnings growthin FY26
and declining inflation and inter-
est rates augur well for the re-
sumption of arally in the market,
he said.

On Sunday, the White House
said that the US and China have
reached atradedealin Genevaaf-
ter the two-day long trade talks
between the two countries.

“With talks on global tariff
seen on a smooth path, equities
could gain traction going ahead,”
Tapse said.

Analysts said that if the US-
China trade deal materialises, it
would be good for the global
economy. However, from India’s

standpoint, it would be slightly
disappointing since the country
was expecting a trade deal with
the US ahead of many nations, in-
cluding China.

On Monday, all major sectors
contributed to the rally, with T, re-
alty,and metals leading the gains.
Nifty IT gained nearly 7 per cent
and Nifty Metal rose 5.86 per cent.
The broader markets witnessed
heavy buying, with each advanc-
ing nearly 4 per cent.

The NSE companies that
gained the most included Adani
Enterprises(7.73 per cent), Infosys
Ltd (7.69 per cent), Shriram
Finance (7.16 per cent), Trent Ltd
(6.79 per cent) and Wipro Ltd
(5.99 per cent).

Experts believe that though
the momentum remains strong,
the market may enter a phase of
consolidation in the near term as
investors await concrete signs of
earnings growth. In the mean-
time, mid and small caps are ex-
pected to maintain the optimism
in the broad market.

“In light of the widespread
buying momentum, a ‘buy on
dips’ strategy remains prudent.
Investors should focus on select-
ing stocks based on the relative
strength of specific sectors and
prevailing market themes,” said
Ajit Mishra, senior vice president
(Research), Religare Broking Ltd.

Pakistan Stock
Exchange soars
9% over halt in
military actions

Karachi: The Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) on Monday
gained arecord 9 per centincrease
in trading, as India and Pakistan
reached an understanding to halt
all military actions.

The KSE-100 index scored
high during intra-day trading.

The index opened with a gain
0f 9,929.48 points, or 9.26 per
cent, to stand at 117,104.11 points
from the previous close of
107,174.63. Last week, the PSX lost
nearly 6.5 per cent due to the con-
flict with India.

Due to the massive gains, the
PSX was suspended for an hour
after opening to control excessive
volatility. Mid afternoon, the
benchmark index stood at
116,857.00 points, with a gain of
9,682.37 points (9.03 per cent).

It closed at 117,297.73 points,
with a gain of 10,123.10 points
(9.45 per cent) compared to the
previous close, which marked the
highest intra-day gain (points-
wise) — more than double the
4,700 points surge in November
2024. PTI

Global shares, dollar surge, gold drops
sharply after US-China tariff relief

REUTERS
NEW YORK/LONDON, MAY 12

GLOBAL SHARES rallied, while
gold and safe-haven currencies
slumped against a resurgent dol-
lar on Monday as the US and
Chinaagreed to temporarily slash
harsh reciprocal tariffs and coop-
erate toavoid rupturing the global
economy.

Wall Street stocks were set for
significant daily gains, with the
S&P500index jumping 3 per cent
and the tech-focused Nasdaq
Composite advancing4.1 per cent.

An index tracking the dollar
against other major currencies
rose further from last month’s
three-year trough with an almost
1.25 per cent gain, while Japan’s
yen fell 2.2 per cent to 148.48 per
dollar.

The retreat from safe-haven
assets pushed Switzerland’s franc
14 per cent lower on the day,ina
jolt of relief for Swiss exporters
and the nation’s central bank.

I-T Dept
notifies all 7
I'TR forms for
AY 2025-26

New Delhi: The Income Tax
Department has notified all seven
income tax return forms for as-
sessment year 2025-26.

WhileITR forms 1and4, which
are filed by small and medium tax-
payers, were notified on April 29;
ITR-7,filed by trustsand charitable
institutions, was notified on May
11. One important change has
been introduced in ITR-1 and 4,
whichwas notified on April 29, re-
lating to the reporting of capital
gain income from listed equities.
Now, salaried individuals and
those under the presumptive tax-
ation scheme, having long-term
capital gains (LTCG) of uptoRs 125
lakhinafinancial year, will be able
tofileITR-1and ITR-4, respectively.
Earlier, such persons/entities were
required tofile [TR-2.

Under the I-T law, LTCG of up
to Rs 1.25 lakh from sale of listed
shares and mutual fundsis exempt
from tax. Gains exceeding Rs 1.25
lakh/ annum are subject to 12.5
per cent tax. The last date for filing
ITR for individuals and those who
do not have to get their accounts
audited is July 31. One change
which hasbeen introduced inITR
forms2,3,5,6and 7 pertainstora-
tionalisation of capital gainstax.In
Schedule Capital Gains of the ITR,
capital gains must now be split
based on whether they arose be-
foreorafter July23,2024.  PTI

Traders at the New York Stock Exchange on Monday.

Reuters

Spot gold prices, which hit an
all-time high of $3,5001last month
and often move inversely to the
dollar, fell 3 per centto $3,225.3 an
ounce.

“Thisis a textbook recovery af-
ter the market’s waterfall de-
clines,” said Gina Bolvin, the pres-
ident of Bolvin Wealth
Management Group in Boston.
“The market is blowing through

resistance levels and ifit sticks, this
isabig ‘WIN’ for Trump, for stocks
and for investors.”

The euro, which surged in
April as investors questioned the
dollar’s long-held status as the
world'’s reserve currency, was 1.2
per cent lower at $1.1113.

On Monday, however, com-
modities traders rushed to re-
assess the recessionary risks of

TOPROTECT LOCAL DRUG MAKERS

India keeps
data exclusivity
out of UK FTA

MUKESH JAGOTA
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

INDIA HAS protected the interest
of its generic pharmaindustry by
keeping out data exclusivity pro-
visions from the Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) with the UK.
This is the second FTA in recent
times where data exclusivity is
not part of the trade agreement.

The UK was pushing for in-
clusion of Data Exclusivity pro-
visions in the FTA which would
have prevented Indian generic
drugs manufacturers from using
the clinical trial data generated
by the pharma patent holders. At
present Indian laws allow the
use of this data by companies to
launch copies of the drugs that
go off-patent. This reduces time
and costs for generic manufac-
turers to go to the market.

“During the negotiations, the
UK had asked to include this pro-
vision in the trade pact. But India
has not accepted that. There is no
fear for the Indian generic indus-
try from this agreement. In fact,
itis our very important objective
to see that the generic drug in-
dustry flourishes,” an official
said.

By gaining exclusive rights

During negotiations,
the UK had asked to
include this provision
in the trade pact. But
India has not accepted
that, an official said

over this data, innovator compa-
nies can prevent their competi-
tors from obtaining marketing li-
cence for low-cost versions
during the tenure of this exclu-
sivity.

Earlier, India had also re-
jected a similar demand from
the four-nation European Free
Trade Association (EFTA)in their
FTA signed in 2024. EFTA mem-
bers are Iceland, Liechtenstein,
Norway, and Switzerland.
Among them Switzerland is the
hub for most innovative compa-
nies in healthcare and even they
did not get it. India’s generic drug
industry is estimated at about $
25 billion and the country ex-
ports half of its output.

India and the UK announced
the conclusion of the free trade
agreement on May 6 that will
substantially liberalise trade be-
tween the two countries.  FE

tariff uncertainty, with oil traders
pricing Brent crude for delivery
next month almost 1.9 per cent
higher at $65.10 a barrel, up from
around $57 a week ago.

Europe’s regional STOXX 600
was last trading 1.2 per cent
higher.

While Trump’s April 2 tariff
announcement initially caused
world stocks to drop sharply,
MSCI’s index of global shares,
whichisUS-dominated, was trad-
ing back at levels last seen in late
March and was up 1.8 per cent.

The 10-year US. Treasury yield
rose almost 8 basis points on the
day, as the price of the govern-
ment debt fell, with almost iden-
tical moves for benchmark
German Bunds and British gilts.

But analysts at Citi cautioned
Trump supporters may not sup-
port a compromise with China
and recalled the short-lived trade
truce during his first presidency
in2018-2019, when both nations
agreed a 90-day tariff halt before
tensions resumed.

*Foreign exchange market remained closed on Monday on account of Buddha Pournima. International market data till 1900 IST

US, China reach deal to
temporarily slash tariffs;
hit pause for 90 days

US Secretary of the Treasury Scott Bessent

- R

(right) and US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer
ata news conference after trade talks with China in Geneva, Switzerland on Monday.

Reuters

REUTERS
GENEVA,MAY 12

THEUSand China said on Monday
they agreed to temporarily slash
their steep tariffs on each other,
sending global stocks and the US
dollar surging as the world’s top
two economies tapped the brakes
onatrade war thathad fed fearsof
aglobal recession.

The US will cut extra tariffs it
imposed on Chinese imports last
month from 145 per cent to 30 per
cent for the next 90 days, the sides
said, while Chinese duties on US
imports will fall to 10 per cent
from 125 per cent.

Financial markets cheered the
reprieve in a conflict that had
brought nearly $600 billion in
two-way trade to a standstill, dis-
rupting supply chains and trigger-
inglayoffs. Investors had alsowor-
ried about stagflation, a toxic
combination of highinflationand
weak economic growth.

Seeking toreduce the UStrade
deficit, Trump targeted countries
worldwide with an array of tariffs,
and levies on China were his most
aggressive.

The remaining US tariffs on
Chinese imports are still stacked
atop prior US duties. Even before
Trump took office in January,
China was saddled with 25 per
centUS tariffs he had imposed on
many Chinese industrial goods
during his first term, with lower
rates on some consumer goods.

Monday’s announcement
leaves these duties unchanged,
along with tariffs of 100 per cent
on electric vehicles and 50 per
centonsolar productsimposed by
former Democratic President Joe
Biden.

The accord does not include
the “de minimis” exemptions for
low-value e-commerce ship-
ments from China and Hong

‘ The consensus from
both delegations
this weekend is neither
side wants a decoupling
... And what had occurred
with these very high
tariffs ... was the
equivalent of an
embargo, and neither
side wants that.”
—SCOTTBESSENT
US TREASURY SECRETARY

Kong, which the Trump adminis-
tration terminated on May 2, ac-
cording to a source familiar with
the negotiations.

However, the deal went fur-
ther than many analysts had ex-
pected following weeks of con-
frontational rhetoric on trade. Last
week, Trump floated the possibil-
ity of dropping the tariff rate toa
still sky-high 80 per cent.

“Thisis better thanIexpected.
I thought tariffs would be cut to
somewhere around 50 per cent,”
said Zhiwei Zhang, chief econo-
mist at Pinpoint Asset
Management in Hong Kong.

Trump'sallies called Monday’s
deal a political win for the
President, who campaigned in
2024 on addressing unfair trade
practices in hopes of resurrecting
US manufacturing capacity that
had gone overseas. He won heavy
support among blue collar work-
ers in “Rust Belt” states like
Michigan and Pennsylvania that
have lost manufacturing jobs for
decades.

“The president is doing what
he said he would. This is ab-
solutely about resolving dispari-
ties in the trading relationship,”
said Kelly Ann Shaw, a senior US
official during Trump’s 2017-2021
term and now an attorney with

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld.

Butshe cautioned that 90days
was not much time to address
major US concerns over non-tar-
iff barriers such as subsidies for
capital and labour.

“They've got their work cut out
for them.”

“The consensus from both del-
egations this weekend is neither
side wants a decoupling,” US
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent
said after talks with Chinese offi-
cialsin Geneva. “And whathad oc-
curred with these very high tariffs
... was the equivalent of an em-
bargo, and neither side wants
that.” The meetings were the first
face-to-face interactions between
senior US and Chinese economic
officials since Trump returned to
power.

China’s vice premier, He
Lifeng, told reporters at China’s
mission to the World Trade
Organization on Sunday that the
talks were “candid, in-depth and
constructive.”

“The meeting achieved sub-
stantial progress and reached im-
portant consensus,” He said.

After Trump hiked tariffs on
Chinese goods to 145 per cent,
China hit back by putting export
curbs on some rare earth ele-
ments, vital for US manufacturers
of weapons and electronic con-
sumer goods. Beijing raised tariffs
onUS goods to 125 per cent.

Andrew Gossage, CEO of
Ultimate Products, which owns
homeware and appliance brands
that sell China-manufactured
products mainly to the UK and
Europe, said Chinese manufactur-
ers will still prioritize European
customers even if US tariffs drop
to pre-Trump levels.

“The US has definitely gone
into unreliable boyfriend territory
when it comes to the attitude of
the Chinese manufacturerstothat
market,” he said.

Govt terminates services of SECI CMD

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,MAY 12

THE CENTRE has terminated the
services of former IAS officer
Rameshwar Prasad Gupta, who
was serving as the chairman and
managing director of the Solar
Energy Corporation of India
Limited (SECI).

New and Renewable Energy
Secretary Santosh Kumar Sarangi
has been given the additional
charge of the CMD’s post at the
SECIL. The order terminating
Gupta’s services, which came
more than a month ahead of the
completion of his tenure, did not
cite any reason for the move.

MNRE SECRETARY GETS ADDITIONAL CHARGE

THE APPOINTMENTS
Committee of the Cabinet
has approved the
termination of former IAS
officer Rameshwar Prasad
Gupta’s services, who was
serving as the chairman
and managing director of

the Solar Energy
Corporation of India, with
immediate effect

NEW AND Renewable
Energy Secretary Santosh
Kumar Sarangi has been
given additional charge of
the CMD’s post at the SECI

The 1987-batch Gujarat-cadre
former Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer was ap-
pointed to the post on June 13,
2023 for a period of two years.

The Appointments

FOR JANUARY-MARCH QUARTER

Tata Steel profit up 112% on lower input costs

URVIMALVANIA
MUMBAI, MAY 12

TATA STEEL on Monday reported
a 112.7 per cent jump in its con-
solidated net profit for
the January-March quarter at
Rs 1,301 crore, aided by lower
input costs and operational
efficiencies.

Revenues during the period
came in at Rs 56,218 crore, reg-
istering a 4.2 per cent year-on-
year decline.

Managing director and CEO
TV Narendran said FY25 was a
pivotal transition year, highlight-
ing major operational mile-

Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)
has approved the termination of
Gupta’s services with immediate
effect, the personnel ministry said
inan order dated May 10.
Guptaassumed charge as the

REVENUES REGISTER A 4.2% Y-0-Y DECLINE

File

REVENUES CAMEinatRs
56,218 crore, registering a
4.2%y-0-ydecline

THE COMPANY reported
deliveries of 8.33 million
tonnes in Q4, compared
to 7.98 million tonnes

in Q4FY24

stones across geographies. These
included the commissioning of
the largest blast furnace at
Kalinganagar, the decommis-
sioning of two UK blast furnaces,
and improved capacity utilisa-

Jaipur

tion in the Netherlands.

InIndia, deliveries reached an
all-time high of approximately
21 million tonnes, rising 5 per
cent year-on-year, largely due to
the ramp-up of the Kalinganagar

CMD of the SECl on June 15,2023.
Before joining the SECI, he
worked as the secretary in the
Union Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change.

The SECI is the leading
Navratna central public sector un-
dertaking, dedicated to the devel-
opmentand expansion of renew-
able energy capacity in the
country. The Centre on Monday
gave the additional charge of the
post of the CMD, SECI to Sarangi.

The competent authority has
approved the assignment of the
additional charge of the post “till
the appointment of a regular in-
cumbent or until further orders”,
according to another order issued
by the personnel ministry.

facility and nearly full utilisation
across other units.

Ebitda for the quarter stood
atRs 6,559 crore.

“Consolidated Ebitda in FY25
improved by 10 per cent aided
by higher volumes and reduc-
tionin controllable costs despite
the drop inrealisations,” Koushik
Chatterjee, chief financial officer,
Tata Steel said.

The company reported deliv-
eries of 8.33 million tonnes in the
fourth quarter, compared to 7.98
million tonnes in Q4FY24 and
7.72 million tonnes in Q3FY25.
Steel production during the
quarter totalled 7.45 million
tonnes. FE
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CALLS FOR RELEASE OF REPORTERS JAILED FOR DOING THEIR JOBS
PoPE LEO TELLS MEDIA TO SHUN DIVISIONS

Pope Leo XTIV, in his first address to the media, urged journalists on Monday to focus on reporting the
truth instead of engaging in partisan debates and called for the release of reporters jailed for doing their
jobs. “The way we communicate is of fundamental importance: we must say 'no' to the war of words and

images, we must reject the paradigm of war,” Leo told journalists who covered his election.

REUTERS

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese

AUSTRALIA
PMnames new
Cabinet that
drops srael critic

Melbourne: Australia
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese announced his
new Cabinet on Monday
after former minister Ed
Husic blamed his demo-
tion on his own criticism
of Israel's war in Gaza.
Albanese named the 30
lawmakers who will fill
Cabinet and outer-min-
istry positions after his
centre-left Labor Party
wonalandslide victory in
the May 3 elections.
Labor has claimed 92
seats in the 150-seat
House of Representatives.
As vote counting contin-
ues, Albanese said his
government could hold
asmany as 95 seats. Labor
had never held more
seats since the first
Parliament satin 1901, he

said. REUTERS
INDONESIA
Blast during

military ammo
disposal kills 13

Jakarta: Thirteen people
died in a blast during a dis-
posal of expired military
ammunition in Indonesia’s
West Javaon Monday,army
officials told local media, the
second incident involving
expired ammunition in the
country in little over a year.
Nine of the victims were
civilians while four were
military personnel, military
spokesperson Kristomei
Sianturi told Kompas TV,
adding the military is inves-
tigating the cause of the in-
cident. Wahyu Yudhayana,
a second army spokesper-
son, said in a televised ad-
dress the blast happened
when officers were finish-
ing their disposal of theam-
munition. REUTERS

UNITED KINGDOM
PM Starmer says
net migration will
fall significantly

London:  British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer
promised net migration
would fall significantly by
2029 as he announced poli-
cies toboost skills and train-
ing. “It’s (...) a white paper
that deals with skills and
training,and one of the rea-
sons that we've had stag-
nantgrowth...isbecause we
have underinvested chron-
ically in skills and growth,”
he said on Monday.
Controlling immigration
was a key factor in Britain's
2016 vote to leave the EU,
yet net arrivals reached
record levels after it left the
bloc, helping to boost Nigel
Farage’s right-wing Reform
UK party. REUTERS

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT IS SERIOUS ABOUT TRYING FOR PEACE: KREMLIN

Zelenskyy says ready to meet Putin
in Istanbul, Trump offers to join talks

Russia launches overnight assault on Ukraine using more than 100 drones

REUTERS
KYIV,MAY 12

UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said late
on Sunday he was ready to meet
Vladimir Putin in Turkey on
Thursday after US President
Donald Trump told him publicly
to immediately accept the
Kremlin leader’s proposal of di-
rect talks.

This followed Putin’s Sunday
proposal to hold the first direct
Ukraine-Russia talks since the
early months of the 2022 inva-
sion. It was far from clear, how-
ever, that Putin meant he would
attend in person.

“I will be waiting for Putin in
Tiirkiye on Thursday. Personally,”
Zelenskyy wrote on X. “I hope
that this time the Russians will
not look for excuses.”

Meanwhile, US President
Donald Trump offered on
Monday to join the prospective
talks as European countries con-
tinued their push to get the
Kremlin to accept their demand
for a 30-day ceasefire. Trump told
reporters at the White House that
talks in Istanbul could be helpful
and he might join them on
Thursday while in the region. His
current schedule has him visiting

Philippines votes
in high-stakes
midterms amid

Marcos-Duterte
showdown

SaraDuterte; Ferdinand
Marcos Jr

REUTERS
MANILA, MAY 12

VOTING WAS underway in the
Philippines on Monday for a nor-
mally low-key midterm election
that is showcasing an emotion-
ally charged proxy battle be-
tween President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. and ally-turned-foe,
Vice President Sara Duterte.

Duterte and Marcos are not
on the ballot for more than
18,000 positions but have been
campaigning aggressively for
their slates of candidates, as their
bitter rivalry dominates a con-
test that could influence the fu-
ture dynamic of power.

At stake for Marcos is his pol-
icy agenda, his legacy and influ-
ence over his succession in 2028,
while Duterte’s political survival
could ride on the vote, with an
impeachment trial looming that
could kill any future hopes of be-
coming president and following
in the footsteps of father Rodrigo
Duterte.

While posts for mayors, gov-
ernors and lower house law-
makers are up for grabs, the tus-
sle for Marcos and Duterte is
over adozen coveted seats in the
24-member Senate, a chamber
with sweeping legislative influ-
ence and political clout that can
shape public opinion and sink
presidential ambitions.

Russian servicemen attending a combat training in an undisclosed location in Ukraine. AP

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates and Qatar this week.
“I've got so many meetings,
butIwas thinking about actually
flying over there. There’s a pos-
sibility of it, I guess, if I think
things can happen, but we've got
to getitdone,” he said before de-
parting for his second foreign
trip since his second term in the
White House began in January.
“Don't underestimate
Thursday in Turkey,” he said.

In response to Trump’s re-
marks, Zelenskyy said ina poston
X: “I'hope that the Russians will
not evade the meeting... all of us
in Ukraine would appreciate it if
President Trump could be there
with us at this meeting in Turkey.”
He added that such participation
was “the rightidea”.

Earlier on Monday, Ukraine's
military said Russia had con-
ducted dozens of attacks along
the front in eastern Ukraine on

Monday as well as an overnight
assault using more than 100
drones, despite the ceasefire pro-
posal by Europe and Kyiv.

The Kremlin said on Monday
that Russian President Vladimir
Putin was serious about trying to
find peace at talks he has pro-
posed in Turkey but his
spokesman said he could say no
more about the talks after
Ukraine demanded the Kremlin
chief attend.

ISRAEL PAUSES FIGHTING FOR CAPTIVE HANDOVER

Hamas frees Amencan—Israeh hostage

JAMES MACKENZIE
JERUSALEM, MAY 12

AN ISRAELI-AMERICAN hostage
crossed into Israel on Monday af-
ter his release by Hamas amid a
pause in fighting in Gaza, the
Israeli military said, but there was
no deal on a truce or hostage re-
leases as monitors warned of
famine in the devastated enclave.

Israel’s military said it had re-
ceived Edan Alexander after the
International Committee of the
Red Cross said it had facilitated his
safe transfer from 19 months of
captivity to Israeli authorities.
Alexander was the last American
held by Hamas and Israel’s
Channel 12 said his condition was
“low”, without citing a source. Al
Jazeera TV showed a photograph

Palestinians at a school after an Israeli strike, in Jabalia
refugee camp, in north Gaza on Monday. Reuters

of him standing next to masked
fighters and a Red Cross official.
Fighting halted at midday in

Gaza after Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu ensured
pausing its operations to allow

Dhaka bars publicity for those
charged under anti-terror law

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DHAKA, NEW DELHI, MAY 12

BANGLADESH HAS banned the
publication or dissemination of
statements and any other pub-
licity of individuals or organisa-
tions charged under a revised
terrorism law, a day after it dis-
banded deposed prime minister
Sheikh Hasina-led Awami
League's activities until the trial
of itsleaders under the same law.

President =~ Mohammed
Shahabuddin Sunday night
promulgated an ordinance
amending the Anti-Terrorism
Act which prohibits such activi-
ties.

The President signed the draft
hours after the Council of Advisers

Anti-Awami League
protesters in Dhaka, Sunday

or the interim Cabinet led by Chief
Advisor Muhammad Yunus ap-
proved the ordinance to amend
the Anti-Terrorism Act-2009.
The law ministry later pub-

lished the Anti-Terrorism
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2025.

The Home Ministry Monday
issued a gazette notification, offi-
cially banning all activities of de-
posed premier Sheikh Hasina's
Awami League party under an
overnight revised anti-terrorism
law. According to the notification,
Awami League and its affiliated
organisations were banned under
the Anti-Terrorism Act 2025 until
Bangladesh's International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT-BD) completed the
trial of its leaders and activists, said
aHome Ministry official.

Formed in 1949, the Awami
League led the movement for the
autonomy of Bengalis in the then
East Pakistan for decades and
eventually led the Liberation
Warin 1971

Russia has hours
to abide by truce
initiative or face
sanctions: Berlin

Berlin: European countries will
start preparing new sanctions
on Russia unless the Kremlin by
the end of Monday starts abid-
ing by a 30-day ceasefire in its
war with Ukraine, Germany’s
government said.

Ukraine's military said Russia
had conducted dozens of attacks
along the frontin eastern Ukraine
on Monday as well as an
overnightassaultusing more than
100 drones, despite the ceasefire
proposal by Europe and Kyiv. “The
clockisticking,” aGerman govern-
ment spokesperson said atanews
conference in Berlin. “"We still
have 12 hours until the end of the
day, and if the ceasefire is not in
place by then, the European side
will preparations for sanctions,”
the spokesperson said.

It is not clear though how
much impact fresh European
sanctions would have on Russia,
especially if the US does not join
inas well. The leaders of four ma-
jor European powers travelled to
Kyiv on Saturday and demanded
an unconditional 30-day cease-
firefromMonday.  REUTERS

passage for the hostage release.
Hamas said it was freeing
Alexander as agoodwill gesture to
US President Donald Trump.
“Edan Alexander, American
hostage thought dead, to be re-
leased by Hamas. Great news!”
Trump wrote on his social me-
dia platform earlier in the day.
Netanyahu said Alexander's
release came thanks to Israel's
military pressure in Gaza and po-
litical pressure by Trump. The
Israeli leader said he spoke with
Trump Monday and the President
expressed commitment to Israel.
Netanyahu said there will be no
ceasefire and that plans to inten-
sify military action in Gaza con-
tinue. Witnesses in Gaza told
Reutersthe assaults by Israeli war-
planes and drones had resumed
afterthehandover. REUTERS

Mothers of young people who were allegedly recruited by the
PKK in the southeastern city of Diyarbakir on Monday. Reuters

Kurdish militant
eroup disbands,
ending Turkey’s
40-yr Insurgency

Weapon handovers contingent on
approach to Kurdish rights, says PKK

DARENBUTLER
& ECETOKSABAY
ISTANBUL, MAY 12

THE KURDISTAN Workers Party
(PKK) militant group, which has
been locked in bloody conflict
with Turkey for more than four
decades, has decided to disband
and end its armed struggle,
group members and Turkish
leaders said on Monday.

Since the PKKlaunched itsin-
surgency in 1984 - originally with
the aim of creating an independ-
entKurdish state - the conflict has
killed more than 40,000 people.

The PKK’s decision, at a con-
gress last week, could boost
Turkey's political and economic
stability and encourage moves
to ease tensions in neighbouring
Iraq and Syria, where Kurdish
forces are allied with US forces.

President Tayyip Erdogan said
the decision was an important
step, and labeled the move an
“important threshold” towards
Ankara’s goal of a terrorism-free
country. “thedoors of anewerain
every area, namely strengthening
politics and democratic capacity,
will be opened,” he said.

“Ourintelligence agency... will
follow the upcoming process
closely to... ensure the promises
made are kept.”

While Ankara welcomed the
decision to dissolve, it does not
guarantee peace. Rather it paves

Reverberations
in Syria, Iraq

EXPLAINED

E.

THE KURDISH group’s
decision to disband could
have aripple effectin
neighbouring countries.
It could further isolate the
Kurdish militia in north-
eastern Syria, the Syrian
Democratic Forces, which
faces pressure to inte-
grate into Syria’s new
military after Assad
regime collapse. Ending
hostilities against Turkey
removes a constant flash-
point in Kurdish-run, oil-
rich northern Iraq.

the way for agreeing a tricky legal
framework for securely disarm-
ing the PKK, designated a terror-
ist group by Turkey and its allies.
APKK official said all military
operations would cease “imme-
diately”,and weapon handovers
were contingent on Ankara’s re-
sponse and approach to Kurdish
rights, and the fate of PKK fight-
ers and leaders. Kurds make up
some 20% of Turkey’s 86 million
population. The PKK held the
congressinresponse toaFebruary
call to disband from its jailed
leader Abdullah Ocalan, who has
been imprisoned since 1999. It
said Monday that he would man-
age the process. REUTERS

First white South Africans land
in US under Trump refugee plan

REUTERS
JOHANNESBURG, MAY 12

THE TRUMP administration on
Monday welcomed 59 white
South Africans it has granted
refugee statusinthe US. for being
deemed victims of racial discrim-
ination, a move that has drawn
criticism from Democrats and
stirred confusion in South Aftica.

US President Donald Trump
has blocked mostly non-white
refugee admissions from the rest
of the world but in February of-
fered toresettle Afrikaners, the de-
scendants of mostly Dutch set-
tlers, saying they faced
discrimination. Asked on Monday
why white South Africans were
being prioritized above the vic-
tims of famine and war elsewhere
in Africa, Trump said, without pro-

Afrikaners arrive at Dulles,
Virginia on Monday. AP

viding evidence, that Afrikaners
were beingkilled. “It's a genocide
that'staking place," Trump told re-
portersat the White House, going
further than he has previously in
echoing right-wing tropes about

their alleged persecution.

He was not favoring
Afrikaners because they are
white, Trump said, adding that
their race “makes no difference
to me.” South Africa maintains
there is no evidence of persecu-
tion and that claims of a “white
genocide” in the country have
not been backed up by evidence.

Speaking at a conference in
Ivory Coast, South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa said
the white Afrikaners had osten-
sibly left because they were op-
posed to policies aimed at ad-
dressing racial inequality
persisting since apartheid, or
white minority, rule ended three
decades ago. “We think that the
American government has got
the wrong end of the stick here,
but we'll continue talking to
them,” he said.

A NEW YORK COURT CASE OVER A BRONZE SCULPTURE SHINES RARE LIGHT ON MULTI-MILLION-DOLLAR HANDSHAKE DEALS 8 PERVASIVE SECRECY

Billionaires’ unusual public battle over a sculpture exposes a mysterious art market

EPHRATLIVNI
MAY 12

BILLIONAIRE ART collectors rarely
air their deals or dirty laundry out
in public. But a battle between a
pair of boldfaced names over a
Giacometti sculpture is now play-
ingoutin the open, shiningarare
light onaglobal market featuring
unlicensed agents, multi-million-
dollar handshake deals and per-
vasive secrecy.

The Chinese crypto entrepre-
neur Justin Sunand the American
entertainment executive David
Geffen are slinging written accu-

sations at each other in federal
court in New York, each claiming
tobe the rightful owner of Alberto
Giacometti’s Le Nez (“The Nose”).
Along a trail stretching from New
York to Singapore to Paris and
back tothe US, Sunsays the sculp-
ture was secretly sold by adishon-
est adviser and sued for its return
from Geffen, who recently struck
back, accusing Sun of devising an
elaborate fraud because he regrets
the sale. Adding tothe tangleis an
agent who might or might notbe
to blame, and might or might not
be ina Chinese detention center.
Ata2021 auctionin New York,
Mr. Sun, who founded the crypto

platform Tron in Singapore, paid
$78 A million for Le Nez, amidcen-
tury work of bronze, steel and iron
depictinga head, suspendedinan
open cage with a very long nose.

Geffen bought the sculpture
lastyear whileitwas onloantothe
Giacometti Institute in Paris.

But early this year, Sun sued,
alleging that an adviser who sold
itto Geffen, for $10.5 millionand
two unnamed paintings, had
done so without his permission,
forging documents and invent-
ing a nonexistent Chinese lawyer
to make the deal. The accused
adviser was publicly connected
with Sun and his art purchases

J \

Alberto Giacometti’s Le Nez on display at Sotheby’s in New

York City in 2021. NYT

foryears and spoke about advis-
ing him on his bid for the
Giacometti and other pieces.

Last month, Geffen sued Sun,
accusing him of concocting a
“sham” story about his adviser
making an illegitimate sale. Inre-
ality, he charged, Sunhad “seller’s
remorse” after trying to sell the
paintings included in the deal, but
finding they did not fetch offers as
high as he had hoped.

Sun’s lawyers fired the latest
salvo on Wednesday, telling the
court that Geffen is “completely
misguided” and should actually
be suing the adviser, who they
say has been detained in China

Jaipur

since February “in connection
with her confessed fraud and
theft” — a claim that could not be
independently verified.

A lawyer for Sun, William
Charron, said in an email that Mr.
Geffen’s claims are “desperate and
bizarre” and that he is clinging to
a“fiction” that the adviseris nota
thief. Whether there was really a
theftis crucial, but will not neces-
sarily decide the case, art lawyers
say. If the adviser transferred the
sculpture without authority, Sun
could be named the rightful
owner. Or Geffen could keep the
sculptureif his reliance on her rep-
resentations was reasonable.

“T'vebeenin the art world for
decades and I've seen so many
shady deals. It's a business like
nothing else,” said Joshua
Kaufman, an art lawyer in
Washington, D.C. There are
many facts in dispute and Sun’s
case faces an “uphill battle,” said
Jana Farmer, an art lawyer in
New York.

Practically the only thing
they appear to agree on is that
the paintings traded in the 2024
deal are not to be publicly iden-
tified. The secrecy is most likely
to avoid tainting the paintings’
value with the fight over the
sculpture, experts say. NYT
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START (2011-2014)

3444 —

KOHLI’S TEST AVERAGE, BY PHASES

PEAK (2015-2019)

63 66 \ DIP (2020-2025)

2766

There’s something deeply personal about playing in whites. The quiet grind, the long days, the small moments that no one sees but that stay
with you forever. I'm walking away with a heart full of gratitude... I'll always look back at my Test career with a smile. #269, signing off.
VIRAT KOHLI, ANNOUNCING HIS RETIREMENT FROM TESTS

WHITES LOSE COLOUR

Former captain leaves Test cricket as India’s
fourth-highest run-getter, deservedly mentioned
in the same breath as Tendulkar, Dravid, Gavaskar

SANDIPG
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

FORTWELVE years, Virat Kohli filled the most
unfillable void in Indian cricket. Of Sachin
Tendulkar. Now, he leaves Indian cricket with
a fresh vacuum. Of Virat Kohli. Across 123
Tests, 210 innings, 9230 runs, 30 hundreds,
and numerous match-winning featsinan era
when India became a force abroad, he was
the soul and spine of India’s batting, its sus-
tainer and destroyer.

Those were the best days of his life and
the lives of many others too, which gave them
meaning. As with Tendulkar, he was a hero of
the masses, the one who was more than a
batsman or a sportsman; anidol and an emo-
tional investment, the numbers next to his
name capable of both captivating and crush-
ing the nation. His legacy, as a Test batsman,
is straightforward. He is one of the greatest
that strode to bat for his country. A prolonged
slump during the pandemic diminished his
numbers, denying the once unstoppable fate
of him conquering every batting peak in the
game. The threads of fate work in strange
ways, but Kohli bids goodbye as his country’s
fourth-highest run-getter, behind Tendulkar,
Rahul Dravid, and Sunil Gavaskar. The plac-
ing is a precise and hierarchical reflection of
his stature in Indian cricket. Not the GOAT, but
one of the GOATSs.

A definite set of common virtues binds
them all at this level—grandeur of stroke-
making, firmness of technique, resolve of the
mind, all-condition adapt-

ness; unlike Gavaskar, he didn’t soar into
cricket’s collective consciousness in his first
series; unlike Dravid, he didn’t marvel with
technical purity. Rather, he built his career in
blocks, step by step, moving closer to the best
version of himself he could be. First came
Kohli of uncontainable enthusiasm but with
glitches, then appeared Kohli of the shredded
abs but not entirely condition-proof, and then
sprung the world-beater who surmounted
everything he could in a five-year phase of lu-
minescence.

The phase from late 2014 to late 2019 was
the milieu of Kohli. Everything could be
measured in the Kohli timeline. In just 90 out-
ings, he stroked 5347 runs, more than half his
overall numbers, composed 21 of his 30 cen-
turies and maintained an average of 63.65.
Hundreds arrived everywhere and in every
situation, against spin and seam. He defeated
the devils of swing, reeled two hundreds
against James Anderson and Co, repeatedly
vanquished the Australian quicks and sur-
faces with five centuries and kept a 54-plus
average in every country he had toured.

The wupward curve, unavoidably,
plateaued. There was no late-career rebirth
like Tendulkar—which probably cost him the
claim to be considered an all-era great—but
the five-year period was the best phase of
Indian cricket this century, the pinnacle be-
ing the first series win in Australia. Some of
his finest knocks were etched during this
time, like the 153 in Centurion, the twin hun-
dredsin Adelaide, or the 149 in Birmingham.
Australia and South Africa were his favourite
overseas locales. His aver-

ability, and problem-solv-

age 0f49.50in the Rainbow

ing knack. But in the mid- The phase fromlate Nation is better than
dle, when the persona 2014 to late 2019 was Tendulkar and Dravid; he
reflects as much as the style ot . tops the tally of hundredsin
of batting, each one is the Inlllffu of Kohli. Australia by his countrymen
unique. Gavaskar exuded Everything could be too. In the fixation with the
unreal peace; Dravidwasall measured inthe Kohli  overseas statistics, it's con-
inscrutable intensity; . P venient to forget how ex-
Tendulkar exhibited irre- t“n_Ehne' Hundreds emplary he was in India,
producible masterfulness. arrived everywhere where he was infallible at
Kohli emanated pureen- gndin every situation, times. He averaged 55.58 to
ergy, unrehearsed and un- . . Tendulkar’s 52.67 and
trammelled, from the bot- against spin and seam. Dravid’s 51.35. He was the

tom of his heart, a vibe that
filled the audience with a
positive rage. Tendulkar generated love,
Gavaskar awe, Dravid admiration, and Kohli
an undulating buzz. He was the most mortal
among them, a relatable, expressive and
transparent man. He was without masks and
pretences. The man you see was the man he
often was.

He thus is a unique Indian batting great,
more Javed Miandad than Tendulkar. He was
not the stereotypically reserved and placid
oriental great, but swaggering and hubristic,
atrue product of his times, uncompromising
in his convictions and never taking a back-
ward step or resting on past plaudits.

The audience could sense that energy
when the squarish frame of sculpted perfec-
tion bristled out from the tunnel to the grass.
His eyes were vibrant, the limbs restless to
stamp their authority on the bowlers; he
never ambled or strolled, but jogged or
walked with short, fast strides. His batting
conformed to the first law of thermodynam-
ics, that energy could not be destroyed but
transferred from one form to the other. From
his eyes and limbs, it transmitted to the bat, to
the sphere of leather and then towards the
grass. The flow of energy—he let it rip,and not
hide—reflected his mind and mood. There
were days in recent times when it had
seemed he was running on empty fuel tanks.
Apunishing self-critic, he could no longer take
the feeling that he was not himself, that he
was not feeling and feeding off that irresistible
and organic energy.

His career was about harnessing and
channeling that raw, wild energy. Unlike
Tendulkar, he was not predestined for great-

axis of India’s home invinci-
bility from 2012 to 2024, a
period of utter supremacy when they
brushed adversaries aside.

He was not quite Tendulkar, but he was the
closest India got to Tendulkar after his adieu.
The pair differed ina lot of aspects, Tendulkar
was more perfect and classical, kept evolving
through the years and refined his game to such
aconsummate level that he made batting look
utterly frictionless and routine, creating a sort
of humdrum perfection. With Kohli, it was al-
ways a battle between his quest for perfection
and the flaws that refused to die, a fascinating
tussle in itself. There were fundamental defi-
ciencies that could have revolted against him,
like the bottom-handed cover drives, uncer-
tainty outside the off-stump against the mov-
ingball. But through practice and purpose, he
ironed out the cracks that would have shaken
the foundations of his batting and shoved him
to the realm of imposters.

The burden on his shoulders were differ-
ent; Tendulkar was thrust with the expecta-
tions of a developing, aspirational cricketing
nation; Kolhi bore the brunt of a powerhouse
that was mercilessly intolerant to setbacks
and stumbles, when the sensibilities were
more modern and dynamic.

In the end, it might have come to a point
where he was not getting that vibe, the energy
and the buzz that turbocharged his career. It
was the way he played and the way he was,
soaring and gliding and carrying you. The bur-
den of being Tendulkar’s heir could have been
suffocating, just as the pressure of being
Kohli’s heir would be in the coming years.

And, he leaves Indian cricket with a void.
The void of Kohli.

Virat Kohli ended his Test career with 9,230 runs and 30 Test centuries. PTI

1

Virat Kohli has scored 7 centuries in
15 Tests in Australia, the most by any
Indian. With his ton in Perth in
December, he pipped Sachin
Tendulkar, who had 6 in 20 Tests.
Sunil Gavaskar had 5in 11.

23.98

Kohli’s average of 55.58 in India is
higher than that of even Tendulkar,
who averaged 52.67 at home, while
Rahul Dravid averaged 51.35 and
Gavaskar 50.16. Kohli hit 14
hundreds on home soil.

In post Rohit-Virat
era, onus on ‘garden
mein ghoomne wale’

SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI, MAY 12

COUPLE OF years ago Rohit Sharma snapped
on the field during a Test match at the lack of
intensity from his younger team-mates, “Yadi
koi garden mey ghooma, toh sab ki ...” It be-
came an amusing viral meme, reenacted by
himasajoke in talk shows and IPL franchise’s
social-media content at various points. Butin
the moment, when it was said, it wasn’ta joke
- hereally was pissed off at the intensity. Now,
with the Test retirements of both Rohit and
Virat Kohli, Indian Test cricket is in the hands
of those ‘garden mey ghoomne waale log’.

Rohit’s retirement was nudged by selec-
tors, but they weren’t ready for Kohli’s move,
and suddenly Indian Test cricket is left with
a highly inexperienced team and a novice
captain in all likelihood.

This isn’t just uncertainty left by the exit of
two men whose auras were so big that they
were the team’s identity. That happens with
many sporting teams. The uncertainty is
about the readiness of the younger lot in the
oldest format. They were lucky that they had
Kohli and Rohit for a while to shape and
mould them, and hopefully leave a lingering
effect on their own cricket. But Indian cricket
certainly isin uncharted ter-
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Shubman Gill, tipped to be the next
India captain, will be expected to take
theteamintoanewera.  Sportzpics/File

through a series, and not just a knock or two
of substance.

Remarkably, Ravindra Jadeja has proved
tobe the Great Survivor of our time as he has
not only outlasted R Ashwin in Test cricket
but has also seen the exits of Kohli and
Sharma. However, considering Gambhir had
not played himin the initial

ritory now: for the first time

part of the Australia series,

perhaps, they will largely be Indian cricket the longevity of his Test ca-
led by a generation who certainly is in reerisn’t clear. India’s expe-
hasn’t quite warmed up to . rienced pool is these four
rigours of Test cricket. uncharted temton:y players but they have their
Things had come toaboil NOW: for thefirsttime  wn issues. Bumrah and
duringl the Tlest s;ries in  perhaps, they will Slllami wi;h theirf bodi(lels,
Australia earlier this year, Jadeja with trust from the
with the head coach largely I?e ledbya management, and Rahul
Gautam Gambhir stepping ~ generation whohasn’t  withthe pressure of repay-
in to serve his diktat on  ywarmed upto the ing the trustin him.

commitmentanddiscipline . . Most important figure-
in sticking to a team plan. rigours of Test cricket. head of this team in the
From the start of the tour, as new phase becomes
this newspaper had re- Gautam Gambbhir, the head

ported then, there were a couple of players
with ambitions of leading the team and dur-
ing the Sydney Test, when he dropped him-
self, Rohit Sharma decided to let off some
steam in front of the cameras.

When he was asked if any youngster is
ready to lead the Test team, Rohit didn’t hold
back. “Itis very difficult to say. There are many
boys. But I want them to understand the im-
portance of cricket first. Understand the im-
portance of this place. They are new boys. [
know they should be given responsibility. But
let them earn it. Let them play some hard-
fought cricket for the next few years or what-
everitis.Letthemearnit,” Rohit told Star Sports.

“lam here now. Bumrahis here. Virat was
here before him. MS Dhoni was here before
him. Everyone has earned it. Kisi ne humko
plate pe saja ke nahi dia (no one gave it to us
on a plate). No one should get it like this. Let
them work hard. There is alot of talent in the
boys. But at the same time, I also want to say
that it is not easy to become the captain of
India. There is pressure. But it is a great hon-
our. Our history and the way we play cricket
has a great responsibility on both shoulders.
So let them earnit.”

India have not played any Test after that
series, and so Rohit’s assessment is still valid.
And it’s likely to be led by players who in
Rohit’s words haven’t earned it yet. That's the
kind of high-stakes Indian Test cricket finds
itself in. Jasprit Bumrah'’s body isn’t trusted
to last 5 Tests in a row, Mohammd Shami is
just coming back after injury layoff, and KL
Rahul, for all his cool-renaissance in IPL, has
to prove that he can perform consistently

coach who has to steer India through this
tricky phase. The rigours of Test cricket is quite
severe to say the least, and the boys have to
grow into men, as they say, having been
thrown into the deep end. Their motivations,
urges, discipline, and passion for that format
willnow be tested. It's one thing to mouth the
cliche about Test cricket being ultimate, quite
another thing to walk the talk. Over the last
couple of years, Rohit has occasionally spo-
ken on the sidelines that his effort to make
the youngsters understand the nuance of Test
cricket was mentally exhausting. Always pro-
tective about the young, he didn’t name any-
one but one could read his wariness about
the impetuous players who need to be edu-
cated all the time.

When his struggles overwhelmed him
during the latter part of the Australia series,
Kohli had stepped in to take a bigger leader-
ship role. There he was on the penultimate
day of the Sydney Test, in the absence of Rohit
and Bumrah, waving his hand regally, taking
full control on the field. A scene from his
pomp: the flailing arms, the clapping hands,
the chattering mouth, the whipping of the
Indian section of fans, the annoyance if any
fielder wasn't clued in, and the involvement
with his entire being.

Now, neither the elder-brotherly way of
Rohit who can scold and cajole, or the pas-
sionate leader of Kohli who can scowl and
push, will be seen. The boys will have to learn
by themselves not to wander but to take care
of the garden. And that will determine not
just their own careers but define Indian
cricket’simmediate future.

‘Should have retired post England tour’

e 2l
DiILiP VENGSARKA

I'M SURPRISED with the decision of Virat
Kohli to retire especially because the big
England tour is coming up in June. I think he
(Virat) should have played against England.
It's a five-match Test series in their backyard,
a big series. He could have played the entire
series and then called it a day. But he decided
not to- and it’s his call.

He had a great, outstanding innings. He
evolved as a player after each series and each

year, a true match-winner.

Rohit Sharma and Virat will leave a big
void. I'm sure there are players in the team
who would like to grab the opportunity on
the England tour now because I believe there
is quality in the squad. The flip side of the re-
tirements of these two players is that others
will get the opportunity to establish them-
selves. The contribution of Virat and Rohit
towards Indian cricket is huge and will be re-
membered for along time.

I picked both Rohit and Virat during my
tenure as a selector. What really impressed
me about Virat was his match-winning abil-
ity, not only scoring hundreds but his de-
sire to play till the end. He looked to finish
the game on his own. He raised his hand
that ‘I will do it for the team.’ That really im-
pressed me. His hunger was more and he
wanted to score big.

We gave him the opportunity hoping that
he will play for India for a long time. Nobody

can predict how long a player will play, or
that he will become a star. Everything de-
pends on how disciplined, passionate they
are going ahead in their careers.

Iwas amazed with his ethics and dedica-
tion. His mental toughness set him apart, he
was mature at an early age. At the higher
level, mental toughness decides the future.
Mental strength is the difference between
good players and legends. He scored every-
where and always ensured that he finished
the game by himself.

Now with two modern greats retired, it's
agood chance for those on the bench. India’s
bench strength is strong with a good domes-
tic structure, but it will be a tough call for se-
lectors to find the men who can fill the shoes
of Virat and Rohit.

Dilip Vengsarkar played 116 Tests for India
and is a former chief selector. He picked a
young Kohli. He spoke to Devendra Pandey.

“As you retire from Tests, 'm reminded
of your thoughtful gesture 12 years
ago, during my last Test. You offered to
gift me a thread from your late father.
It was something too personal for me
to accept, but the gesture was
heartwarming and has stayed with me
ever since. While I may not have a
thread to offer in return, please know
that you carry my deepest admiration
and very best wishes.”

SACHIN TENDULKAR

“Can’t believe you are done. You are a
modern-day GIANT and were a
fantasticambassador for Test cricket in
every way you played and captained.
Thank you for the lasting memories
you've given to everyone, and to me in
particular. It's something I will cherish
for life.”

RAVISHASTRI

‘MODERN-DAY GIANT’

“Virat, we've shared that era... faced
the grind together, lived the long days
of Test cricket with pride. Your batting
in whites is special - not just in
numbers, but in intent, intensity, and
inspiration.”

HARBHAJAN SINGH

“From making my Test debut under
your captaincy to reaching new heights
together for our country, your passion
and energy will be missed but the
legacy you leave behind remains
unmatched.”

JASPRIT BUMRAH

Jaipur

“Congratulations on a phenomenal Test
career. As captain, you didn't just win
matches - you changed mindsets. You
made fitness, aggression, and pride in
whites the new standard. From the time
I'saw you, knew that you are special. The
intensity that you brought and the
sheer passion with which you played
Test cricket was a joy to watch. You were
agreatambassador of Test cricket and
wish you the best in One Day Cricket.”

VIRENDER SEHWAG

“Congratulations Virat on a Test career
you can be incredibly proud of! Your
passion for the format was
inspiring...and it was an honour to share
the crease with you over the years, in the
heat of many-a-battle, grinding it out for
the country! Will cherish the several
memories and partnerships together”

CHETESHWAR PUJARA
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Ayush, Unnatiaimto

continue strong show

Bangkok: Ayush Shetty and Unnati
Hooda will look to build on their re-
cent impressive run, while Lakshya
Sen will be eager to regain his rhythm
during the Thailand Open Super 500.
Ayush, 20,and 17-year-old Unnati had
reached the semifinals of the Taipei
Open Super 300 last week, but they
will have to navigate the qualifying
rounds to make it to the main draw
here. While Ayush will take on
Finland's Joakim Oldorff in his open-
ing qualifying match, Unnati faces
Thailand's Thamonwan Nithiittikrai
in the women's singles qualifiers.

World squash: Indian
campaign ends

Chicago: India's campaign ended in
the prestigious World Squash
Championships here with all the four
players losing their respective singles
matches in the second round. Lone
Indianin the women's singles, Anahat
Singh lost 1-3 to Fayrouz Aboelkheir
of Egypt. Anahat was able to level the
scores at the end of the second game
buteventually lost the match 7-11,11-
8, 4-11, 3-11 in the second round
match that lasted 28 minutes Sunday
night. The 17-year-old Anahat, ranked
62nd in the world, had earlier beaten
world No. 28 American Marina
Stefanoni in the opening round.

Equestrian: Anush
records personal best

Bielefeld: Asian Games double-medal
winning Indian dressage rider Anush
Agarwalla delivered a personal best
score of 69.44% at the Holtkamper
Dressurtage Grand Prix here, marking
an impressive outing with his new
horse, Etro. It was only their second
Grand Prix appearance together. The
event, known for attracting top inter-
national riders, on Sunday saw the
Indian Olympian and Etro earn praise
for their graceful and technically
strong performance.

Bopanna-Pavlasek
advanceinRome

Rome: Veteran Indian tennis star
Rohan Bopanna and his Czech part-
ner Adam Pavlasek on Monday ad-
vanced to the second round of the
men's doubles event at the Rome
Masters here. Bopanna and Pavlaski
stunned sixth seeded pair of New
Zealand's Michael Venus and Croatia's
Nikola Mektic 4-6 7-6 (5) 10-4 in su-
per tie-breaker to progress to the next
round. Bopanna and Pavlaski will next
face Great Britain's Joe Salisbury and
Neal Skupski in the next round.

Ishpreet beats Advani
towin snooker title

Mumbai: In a marathon final which
went on for nine hours, Ishpreet
Chadha emerged a 10-7 winner over
Pankaj Advani to clinch the NSCI
Baulkline Snooker tournament here.
Advani enjoyed a superior pottingas he
led 4-3 at one stage, but Chadha inten-
sified his efforts and showed consis-
tency to edge past his opponent 238-
238 interms of balls-potted score. The
only century breakin the final wasa 122
inthe 16th frame by Advani, after which
Chadha closed out the final in the 17th.
The winalsomarks anend toChadha's
wait for success against Advani, having
lost8-10in the last year's final and also
6-8inthe CCISnooker Classicin March.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

IPL to resume on May 17; matches at 6 venues, final on June 3

VENKATA KRISHNA B
CHENNAI, MAY 12

THE INDIAN Premier League is all set to re-
sume on May 17 with the final to be played
on June 3, the Board of Control for Cricket
inIndia (BCCI) announced on Monday. The
IPL, which was suspended last Friday fol-
lowing hostilities between India and
Pakistan, will now take place at six venues
with those for the play-offs still to be de-
cided.

Ever since India and Pakistan an-
nounced a ceasefire, the BCCl has beenina
huddle to restart the league. After consul-
tation with the government, the Board re-
leased the revised schedule which sees the
tournament resuming in Bengaluru on
Saturday with Royal Challengers Bengaluru
taking on Kolkata Knight Riders. It will be
followed by a double header on Sunday in
Jaipur and Delhi as Rajasthan Royals take
on Punjab Kings in the afternoon, followed
by the evening clash between Delhi
Capitals and Gujarat Titans.

Apart from these three venues,

Lucknow, Ahmedabad and Mumbai will
see the remaining league fixtures being
played. The Punjab Kings vs Delhi Capitals
match, which was called-off mid-way
on May 8, would now take place in Jaipur
on May 24.

One of the options available to the BCCI
as it finalised the revised schedule was to
keep all the remaining matches in Chennai,
Bengaluru and Hyderabad, far from the
Pakistan border and the Line of Control.
However, Chennai and Hyderabad won'’t
witness any more action in the league
stages, and it remains to be seen whether
they get any play-off fixtures. Kolkata also
misses out with sources in the BCCl saying
a forecast of rain in the coming days was
the primary reason.

Among the teams in play-off con-
tention, the only team that will lose out on
home advantage in the revised schedule is
Punjab Kings. The franchise was supposed
to play two of its remaining home matches
(including the called-off one vs Delhi
Capitals) at Dharamsala. Instead, they will
now play both those games at the Sawai
Man Singh Stadium in Jaipur.

REVISED SCHEDULE

May17 57.30 pm RCBvsKKR Bengaluru
May18 '3.30pm RRvsPBKS - Jaipur

May18 7.30pm DCvsGT | Delhi
May 19 37.30 pm LSGvs SRH Lucknow
May20 7.30pm | CSKvsRR | Delhi
May21 7.30pm | MivsDC | Mumbai
May 22 7.30pm | GTvsLSG Abad

May23:7.30pm | RCBvs SRH
May 24 7.30pm | PBKSvsDC
May25:3.30pm: GTvsCSK

May25 7.30pm | SRHvsKKR

Bengaluru
Jaipur
 A'bad

' Delhi

May 26 7.30pm | PBKSvsMI : Jaipur
May27 7.30pm | LSGvsRCB | Lucknow
May297.30pm : Qualifier] | TBC
May 30 7.30pm Eliminator TBC
Junel '7.30pm ' Qualifier2 | TBC
June3 37.30 pm Final ‘ TBC

While the initial plan was to finish the
IPL by May 31, the BCCI has now extended
it by three days with the final now slated
for June 3. It is understood that with the
summer picking up, the BCCI wasn’t keen
on more double-headers as it would have
increased the workload of the players.
There are only two double-headers (May
18 and May 25) on successive Sundays.

Minor tweaks

There are other minor tweaks as well,
where Royal Challengers Bengaluru, which
were set to finish their league campaign at
home will now play their last game at the
Ekana Stadium against Lucknow Super
Giants. With regards to the play-offs and
final which Hyderabad and Kolkata were
originally scheduled to host, sources in the
board revealed that they are not ruled out,
and a final call would be taken in the com-
ing days. In case both are ruled out,
Ahmedabad stands a strong chance to host
the four games, but sources revealed that
another venue could share the load.

Last Thursday, despite the rising ten-
sions, the IPL went ahead with a game in

Dharamsala before the match was called
off mid-way. Around the same time, there
was a total blackout in Pathankot — only
80km away - because of a drone strike.
Following a phone call from a top BCCI of-
ficial, the match was called off and on
Friday, the BCCI officially suspended the
league for a week. But after the ceasefire
was announced on Saturday, the Board
asked the franchises to assemble back their
players by Tuesday.

Gujarat Titans and Mumbai Indians
have already resumed training with the
other teams expected to begin by
Wednesday.

With a majority of the overseas players
already back in their respective countries,
franchises have expressed concerns about
their availability. Whether all of them will
rejoin the squads remains the big question
among the franchises. There are indications
that Australia pacers Josh Hazlewood and
Mitchell Starc may not rejoin RCB and Delhi
Capitals for the remaining matches be-
cause of niggles. The duo are in line to play
the World Test Championship final against
South Africa beginning June 11.

Sprinting for a World Cup spot

In first full training camp since Olympics, Craig Fulton lays emphasis on improving fitness ahead of gruelling European leg of Pro League

—————

MIHIR VASAVDA
MUMBAI, MAY 12

BY THEIR own admission, Craig Fulton has
made his players do ‘crazy’ things. They’ve
climbed Table Mountain and rappelled in
the Swiss Alps. Yet, when they returned to
the team’s base in Bengaluru late April, the
back-to-back Olympic medallists were al-
ready ‘questioning’ their ‘life choices’.

Sharpening skills and learning new tac-
tics weren't the only items on the to-do list
of the 55 players, now pruned to 40, who
reported for the national camp. What
awaited them were 400m sprints, middle-
distance runs, mile-long endurance drills,
galloping down the hills and intense gym
workouts. On top of all that were routine
— and unrelenting — turf sessions, rehears-
ing penalty corners (attack and defence)
and shooting skills.

“Camp mode: Dead,” vice-captain Hardik
Singh wrote, in jest, on his social media page,
after just the second day of the camp.

Scroll down the timeline of any player,
and all one sees is him on the running track,
on mountain slopes, or at the gym. “This is
the most intense training block we have
had since the Paris Olympics,” says Hardik.

For a good part of the last 15 years, India
has consistently been one of the fittest
units in world hockey. Yet, Fulton doubled
down on this aspect with a singular goal:
to get them back to the levels shown in
Paris last summer.

Abunch of ‘red sessions’, perhaps, were
also to lay down benchmarks for the new-
comers into the system in the new Olympic
cycle. And because of what Fulton saw dur-
ing the FIH Pro League home leg in
February. Back then, his players — without
having much rest or an off-season — looked
jaded, their bodies broken and perform-
ances flat.

Eyes on World Cup berth

With the away leg of the Pro League,
where a World Cup spot awaits the win-
ners, less than a month away, Fulton is not
taking any chances.

“Iron sharpens iron,” the chief coach
tells The Indian Express. “As the cliche goes,
the harder you work, the harder it is to sur-
render. So, we're working hard on our fit-
ness and hopefully, it translates on the field,
off-ball, and on-ball.”

The second half of the Pro League will
be in Amstelveen and Antwerp, from June
7 to 22, when India will face the
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India, placed third at the moment, will hope to win the Pro League and seal the 2026 World Cup berth. Hockey India

Tete to lead
women’s team

New Delhi: Indiaon Monday named a
24-member team for the European
leg of the women's Pro League hockey
in June with midfielder Salima Tete as
the captain. India will play twice each
against Australia, Argentina, Belgium
and China in London, Antwerp and
Berlin from June 14 to 29. India will
begin their campaign against
Australia on June 14. Experienced for-
ward Navneet Kaur will be Salima's
deputy during the assignment. PTI
SQUAD: Goalkeepers: Savita Punia,
Bichu Devi Kharibam; Defenders:
Sushila Chanu Pukhrambam, Jyoti,
Suman Devi Thoudam, Jyoti Singh,
Ishika Chaudhary, Jyoti Chhatri;
Midfielders: Vaishnavi Vitthal Phalke,
Sujata Kujur, Manisha Chauhan, Neha,
Salima, Lalremsiami, Sharmila Devi,
Sunelita Toppo, Mahima Tete;
Forwards: Deepika, Navneet, Deepika
Soreng, Baljeet Kaur, Rutaja Dadaso
Pisal, Beauty Dungdung, Sakshi Rana;
Standby: Bansari Solanki (GK), Ajmina
Kujur (defender)

Netherlands, Argentina, Belgium and
Australia. With 15 points from eight games,
India are third behind England and Belg-
ium, and winners of the league will be re-
warded with a direct spot
at next year’s World Cup.

“The bottom line is
that we have the opportu-
nity to qualify for the
World Cup through the
Pro League. So, we are
pushing hard to see how
far we can go, and it would
be nice if we could win the
Pro League,” Fulton says.
“At the same time,
Belgium has qualified,
Holland has qualified (for
the World Cup, as hosts),
Australia has qualified,
they're defending champi-
ons. So, we want to be re-
ally well prepared for that mega perform-
ance.”

This s the first full training camp the team
has had since the Paris Olympics; an uncom-
mon occurrence for a squad that otherwise

INDIA COACH

You need to have the
ability to play out
games; to start
strong, and also to
manage when ateam
is down 1-2 at half-
time or 0-2 with the
fourth quarter to
go... Can you sustain
the last 15 minutes?
You have to build
that stamina.

CRAIGFULTON

i FOREIGNHAND |

spends more than half the year in camps.

Increasing endurance
However, since last August, one event
has rolled into another,
giving the team manage-
ment very little time to
condition the players for
matches. It started with
the prolonged post-
Olympic celebrations,
which were interrupted
only for the Asian
Champions Trophy. The
Hockey India League ate
into the only clear off-
season window, and a
week after its conclusion,
, the new international
season began with the
India leg of the Pro
League. Weeks later, all
players turned up for their states and de-
partments in the National Championships.
Individually, the players did their thing
— former captain Manpreet Singh, for in-
stance, shed six kilos to get in shape for the

World Cup.

Yet, so concerned was Hockey India
about the players’ well-being that they dis-
patched the national team medical and
strength and conditioning staff to monitor
their fitness. The team’s scientific advisor
Alan Tan, Hardik says, ‘trusts the track’ to
improve the players’ endurance.

“You run 400m, 1,600m, on the hills...
and you get to know how much you can
push yourselves. You are testing your lim-
its. The body gets exhausted, but you still
have to push, stay fit. What goes on behind
the scenes... that’s the hardest thing to do,”
Hardik says.

India will play six matches in nine days
in the Netherlands and Belgium, followed
by a week-long break before the last two
games. Fulton said the increased focus on
improving the team’s fitness is to ensure
the players are conditioned for a ‘really
tough and heavy schedule.’

“You need to have the ability to play out
games; to start strong, and also to manage
when a team is down 1-2 at half-time or 0-
2 with the fourth quarter to go... Can you
sustain the last 15 minutes? You have to

build that stamina,” he says.

The ability to play all four quarters with
high intensity is what helped India navi-
gate a tricky draw at the Paris Olympics and
finish on the podium. Breaking the stereo-
type of conceding late goals, India re-
mained vigilant and didn't let their levels
drop against Australia, Great Britain and
Spain, while pushing Germany till the final
second in the semifinals.

Fulton says improved endurance levels
help his players to execute their skills bet-
ter, making them even more dangerous.

“We can control our level of fitness, and
if we do a good job with that, everything
else falls into place because we have nice
attacking players, we have a real focus on
defence. (If) We get the defence right, we
can attack more, but if you want to attack
more, you need to be fitter, else you can't
sustain it,” he says.

"Everything links back to conditioning,
and the level of your conditioning literally
gives you the level of your skill. It releases
the potential of the skill-set that you have,
because you can do it and repeatedly do it.
So that's what we're trying to improve.”

Serial-winner Ancelotti’s new task: Make Brazil

REUTERS
MADRID, MAY 12

ITALIAN CARLO Ancelotti, one of the most
decorated managers in world football, will
become Brazil coach after leaving Real
Madrid at the end of the season, the
Brazilian FA (CBF) said on Monday after fi-
nally landing their first-choice candidate.

The 65-year-old Ancelotti has enjoyed
four hugely successful years in his second
tenure at the Spanish giants but they are
set to finish this season without a trophy.

He is set to be replaced at the Bernabeu
by former Real midfielder Xabi Alonso,
with sources close to the 41-year-old for-
mer Spain international saying he has
agreed a two-year deal with the option to
extend it by an extra year.

“Ancelotti begins his mission next week,”
the CBF said in a statement. “He will meet
with CBF officials to finalise the preliminary
list of players called up for the World Cup
qualifiers against Ecuador and Paraguay next
month. On the 26th, in Brazil, the coach will
announce the final squad.”

Brazilian football sources said Ancelotti
will sign a one-year deal to become the

world’s highest-paid national team coach
ahead of the 2026 World Cup, with the op-
tion to extend his contract. Real have yet to
announce Ancelotti’s departure.

“Bringing Carlo Ancelotti to coach Brazil
is more than a strategic move. It is a state-
ment to the world that we are determined
toregain football's top spot,” CBF President
Ednaldo Rodrigues said in the statement.

“He is the greatest coach in history and
now he is at the helm of the greatest na-
tional team on the planet. Together, we will
write new chapters in the glorious history
of Brazilian football.”

‘No-brainer’

The CBF's announcement confirms a
highly anticipated move, ending a saga that
has rumbled on for years.

Rodrigues first acknowledged in an ex-
clusive interview with Reuters more than
two years ago that he intended to sign
Ancelotti, saying ‘it would be a no-brainer’
having him in charge after coach Tite left fol-
lowing a heartbreaking loss on penalties to
Croatiain the 2022 World Cup quarter-finals.

Rodrigues was unable to lure Ancelotti
away from Real then and when the Italian
extended his Real contract for two more

Why naming
foreigneras
coachisa

big deal
o

THERE HAS been staunch opposition
in Brazil to a foreigner becoming the
coach. Rivaldo, the 2002 World Cup
winner, once said: “The Selecao is ours
and has to be managed by someone
who has Brazilian blood running
through his veins.” In Carlo Ancelotti,
Brazil have a coach who has won
everything at club level. Nothing less
than a World Cup win next year will
be considered success for the Italian.

EXPLAINED

years in December 2023 it appeared to end
any chances of him taking over the five-
times world champions any time soon.
However, after Brazil’s new manager
Dorival Jr was fired in March after just over
ayear in the job due to a series of bad re-
sults, Rodrigues turned to Ancelotti again.

The Italian had a year remaining on his

contract but Real’s underwhelming season
and his desire to coach Brazil have led to a
mutual agreement to part ways, soccer
sources added.

Alonso set to join Real Madrid

An official announcement regarding a
managerial change is expected before
Real's last game of the season at home to
Real Sociedad on May 25, when Ancelotti
should receive a fitting farewell to recog-
nise his great success with the club. His re-
placement Alonso, 43, who said on Friday
that he was leaving Bayer Leverkusen after
guiding them to a domestic double last
term, will join Real before the inaugural
Club World Cup in the United States from
June 14 to July 14, club sources said.

When Ancelotti was lured back to
Madrid for a second spell three years ago,
following the departure of club great
Zinedine Zidane, the Italian knew that his
only mission was to increase Real's trophy
haul and he did not disappoint. He became
the first manager to capture titles in each
of Europe’s top five leagues — England,
Spain, Germany, Italy and France — and has
guided Real to two Champions League and
LaLiga doubles in three seasons.

world champions again

a

Carlo Ancelotti, who managed Vinicius Jr. at Real Madrid, will be reunited with
the forward as the coach of Brazil. He will take charge on May 26. Reuters
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RAJASTHAN STATE GANGANAGAR SUGAR MILLS LIMITED
454 |Centre of Excellence for Reveniie Research & Analysis) T SR, 202 o o e, 5w Sard, ovawge- 202004
Tel: 0141-2740841, Faxc 0141-2740676, Email-1D : dgmpurchase.rsgsm@rajasthan.gov.in
NIB. No. RSGSM/Ropp Seals/RC/2025-26/Pur/ Dated :- 09/05/2025
SHORT NOTICE INVITING BID

Bids for ROPP seals are invited from manufacturers. Interested bidders may
submit their bids up to 2.00 p.m. of 19.05.2025. Other particulars of the bid may|
be visited on the procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,

http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state; http://excise.rajasthan.gov.in/,

departmental website. UBN:GSM2526GLRC00016
Raj Samwad/C/25/2075 Dy. General Manager (Purchase)
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¢ UNIVERSITY OF RAJASTHAN, JAIPUR

Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur

Notice Inviting Bid
E-Bids for SITC OF MEDIA CENTRE are invited from interested

bidders upto 23.05.2025, 01:00 PM. Other particulars of the bid may
be visited on the procurement portal (http:/leproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
hitp:/fsppp.raj.nic.in) of the state and hittp:/luniraj.ac.in (University
of Rajasthan website). The approximate value of the procurement

isRs.21.00 Lacs.

UBN No.: URA2526GLOB00041 Registrar

NIB No.: URA2526A0007 University of Rajasthan, Jaipur
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