A one-day program on

CAPACITY BUILDING, SENSITIZATION AND AWARENESS OF
BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE, BADGAON IN
RANIWARA BLOCK OF JALORE DISTRICT

Rojasthan State Biodiversity Board (RSBB) has scheduled training cum
awareness program of ten Biodiversity Management Committees from the
biologically rich sites. The training began in the month of November and shall
continue till February. In this connection 4th BMC level fraining was scheduled
at Badgaon. Once upon a time the Badgaon gram panchayat was known as
‘Kashmir of Jalore’ because of its floral diversity and the Baori / ponds. The

village has 5 Baori / ponds supporting congregation of migratory birds.

The one-day capacity building, sensitization and awareness workshop for the
Biodiversity Management Committee of Badgaon was successfully organized
by the RSBB at the Badgaon Panchayat Bhawan on January 10" with the
help of Gram Panchayat and the villagers. A two-person team of consultants
from RSBB was tasked by the organization for educating and raising
public awareness. Dr Chandra Prakash Sharma was tasked  with

organizing the training with Mr. Praveen Kumar's assistance.

The training aimed at raising awareness about the concept of Biodiversity
Conservation & documentation of the biological diversity through
participatory rural appraisal; functionalize the BMC, and check the status of
PBR updates. Various issues and activities related to implementation of
Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and Rajasthan Biological Diversity Rules, 2010
were covered in the workshop. The target group included village council
chairperson, village development officer, agriculture assistant, vilage council

assistant, BMC members, students and villagers from Gram Panchayat.
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The training began with Mr. Ummed Singh Deora, BMC Secretary and Village
Development Officer, Badgaon introducing the village council head Ms
Karishma Singh Deora, BMC Member Sh Ikshvaku Singh Deora, Forester Sh.
Dinesh Vishnoi to the RSBB team. RSBB tfeam was welcomed by the BMC
chairperson and introduced to the audience. Then Sh. Ummed Singh invited
Dr CP Sharma to formally start the technical session. Dr Sharma welcomed the
participants, thanked them for sparing time for the training. Then Dr Sharma
started with the objective of the training, explaining the purpose and need of
sensitizing the public towards environmental issues and importance of

biological diversity.

Dr Sharma talked about the National Biodiversity Authority, Rajasthan State
Biodiversity Board and the Biological Diversity Act, highlighting the mechanism
of formation of BMC:s, its duties and role in conserving the biological diversity
and traditional knowledge. Mr. Praveen described the process of preparation
of People’s Biodiversity Register, maintaining and updating the register. He also
explained how the BMCs were formed by government’s order and the need
to re-constitute the BMC with people involved/ interested in conserving the

nature.

Dr Sharma also informed about the initiatives the Board is planning to take for
biological diversity conservation. He informed about the Maha Vriksh Program
to be taken up to find the biggest and oldest tree of the selected species from
the State. The ‘Master Trainer program’ to find a representative at Gram
Panchayat level for the Board, who will be responsible for taking up the task of

BMC awareness and represent RSBB at the BMC.

Then, Sh Ikshvaku Singh took over the session and informed about the
development activities initiated by the gram panchayat with financial
assistant from ‘Give Me Tree’ a Delhi based NGO. The Panchayat has restored
the village pond, planted trees around the village cemetery, cleaned up the

village, started garbage collection helpline, etc.
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Finally, Sh Vikram Singh, a teacher with a private school gave a sensational
lecture in Marwari covering topics like Convention on Biological Diversity,
United Nations Environment Program, Biological Diversity Act, and importance
of biological diversity conservation. Sh Singh also praised the developmental
tasks achieved by the gram panchayat without the support of the people. He
presented a contrasting view on bio-resources availability during 1980s and
present day. Few students also shared their views on environment conservation

and biodiversity board.

After the training program, Sh lkshavaku invited the RSBB team to visit the
vilage and see the status of eco-restoration tasks they’'ve undertaken with
assistance of NGOs and forest department. He showed his concern over the
in-effectiveness / in-activity of forest officials despite him bringing a grant of 18
lacs to restore the vilage pond. However, the task was overtaken by his

panchayat and restored the dying wetland.

Sh lkshavakus Singh talking about the eco-restoration done by the gram panchayat during field visit
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Glimpses of the Event
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Annexure |

Media Coverage
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Coverage in various newspapers, dated January 11, 2023
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