Rajasthan Foundation wewsteves

April - June 2007

HUe—S[A 2007

CM Honoured with Women Together Award 200?

Smt. Vasundhara
Raje received the prestiglous
"Women Togther Award" at the
Linited Nations headquarters in New
York on May 14, 2007. The honor
was in recognition of her pioneering
initiatives among the weavers of
Kota Dorla saris;, guintessentially
woven by the rural women of
Rajasthan. Mrs.Raje was
recognized for her "understanding
compassion of the miseries of the
citizens of Rajasthan as well as her
long-lasting dedication to social
causes’
She shared the limelight at the Third
Women Together Award, with the
likes of Mobel laureates Shirin Ebadi
and Wangari Maathai
Among earlier recipients of the
Women Together Award are Melinda
Gatesand Senator Hillary Clinton.
First initiated in 2000, the Women
Togther award seeks to pay tribute to
the women involved in promoting
peace, reconciliation, gender

Chief Minister

equality, and fight against extreme
povarty, encouraging education, art
and culture. The award comprises a

CM with prominent NRRs in Naw York

trophy and a certificate

Heba Abdel Latif of the UN
Department of Political
Affairs handed over the
award to Ms. Raje for her
pioneering initiatives in the
promotion of handiooms like

Kotadoria, Talchapar and
Khadi.
Smt. Raje while accepting

the trophy and certificate
sald "this s the day lo
remember for the women
artisans of Rajasthan. My
presence al the ceremony is
dedicated to the enterprises
and skill of women in
Rajasthan” Outlining the successful
SHG (Self Help Group) movement in
the state, she said , "Today, 1,30,000
Women Self Help Groups are
proudly and efficiently dealing micro-
credit worth Rs. 1600 Million and are
attending to the consumptive and
economic needs of their families.
...the fabric | am wearing today (pink
and gold Kota dora Saree) is an
example of their magic”

"They are the real claimants of this
award. | am jusl their
representative,” she added
Ms. Raje had initiated the
setting up of “"Fashion for
Development” with the
suppart of internationally
reputed designer Bibi
Russel to improve the skills
of women weavers and
artisans, make funds
available to them and to
profitably market their
wares.

Mrs. Raje also altended an
event organized by the
Indian Consulate and the

Hakauh Bhargsv, Prem Bhandari, Rajiv Garg, Arvind Bhandari & Ajey Il Ledba  Rajasthan Association of

Ms E‘am H!‘tﬂwmg lhe award

North American (RANA) at the
consulate the following day, She also
had several one-to-one meeatings with
members of RANA in New York to
discuss their participation in
deveiopment of Rajasthan. Several
members of RANA who spoke on the
occasion heaped praises on the Chief
Minister for her achievement and
symbolizing the quintessential
Rajasthani woman. Among the
speakers were MrK.K. Mehta, Mr
Ajay Lodha, Mr. S.P.C. Bhandari, Dr
Shashi Shah and Mr.Ashok Kumar
Sancheti and Mr.Rajiv Garg.
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Honda's second car plant to come up in Rajasthan

The Bhiwadi region in Rajasthan's Alwar district is all set
to become a major automobile industry hub with Honda
Motors through its subsidary
Honda Siel Cars India Lid S
{(HSCIL), 1Dc§ting its second Hu-mmrlm‘ .
manufacturing plant and Wonda Siel Can e Lig
Research & Development
centre in Tapukara, eg
Kushkhera in the area. Honda |
Siel is a Jaint venture between
Honda Motor Ltd, Japan
(HONDA) and Siel Holdings
Limited, India. HSCl has an

5 years. The plant scheduled to rofl out the first car by the
third quarter of the calendar year 2009; will operate under

the stringent standards of 150
8001 for quality management
and 1ISO 14001 for environment
management.

Giving the rationale behind
choosing Rajasthan for iis
second unit Mr. M., Takedagawa,
President & CEO, Honda Siel
Cars India Ltd. said. "The State
Government's proactive
support and the encouraging

existing state of the art | invastmant climate were some
manufacturing and | Chief Minister, Industries Minjster with top executives of Honda Siel | of the other major factors in the
assembling facilities spread decision."

over about 150 acres of land at Greater Noida. HSCIL plans to start their small
The new project in Rajasthan envisages an initial carventure in India from this plant. However, the plant may

investment of Rs.1000 crore. ltwould be spread across 600 also produce the
acres of land and will have an initial production capacity of existing models
50,000 units per annum. In addition to the car besides the proposed
manufacturing facility, which will be spread across 350 small car. The
acres, the new project will also have a suppliers park existing models
spread across an area of over 150 acres where 8 major manufactured in India
auto components suppliers would set up their are the Honda City,
manufacturing units. The planned capacity of the plant is  Civicand Accord.

likely to go up to 200,000-2, 50,000 units per annum, with \
investments up to Rs. 2,000 crore ($460 million) in the next Signing of Mol

From Commissioner's Desk

Dear Rajasthanis,

| have recently taken over as Commissioner, Rajasthan Foundation.The Rajasthan|
community has created a very special place for itself not only in India but also across the world
in the field of business and enterprise. Still your desire to stay connected to your roots s
commendable. The Government of Rajasthan has undertaken a number of programs aimed at
the socio-economic development of the people of Rajasthan where the community can play an
important role. Mid Day Meal, Akshay Kaleva, Adopt a School and Adopt a Monument are few

examples.
Rajasthan Foundation and its Chapters are working incessantly in strengthening and

renewing the bonds between you and your motherland. | look forward to your constant support
and suggestions in furthering this objective.

Best Wishes

Umesh Kumar

P A ————
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CM Inaugurates Indian Festival at Dubai

"Caring for the disadvantaged and
generalion of sustainable
livelihoods have been priorities for
our Government. Today, the
mechanisms are in place for
investors to participate in creating
a better and brighter Rajasthan.
Rajasthan offers opportunities like
none other”, said the Hon'ble Chief
Minister Smt. Vasundhara Raje at
the inaugural ceremony of India
Festival 2007, in Dubai, UAE. The
five day festival was organized
from 12-16 May at Word Trade
Centre, Dubai.Hon'ble Chief
Minister Raje formally inaugurated
the festival by cutling the
ceremonial ribbon, followed by a
iraditional welcome ceremony, in
the presence of hundreds of Non
Resident Indian, the cream of the
business community of UAE,
diplomats and other dignitaries.
Mr. Mohammed Al Murr, Chairman,
Dubai Cultural Council, Dr. Salah
El Quassim, Secretary General,
Dubai Cultural Council and Mr.
Gulab Kothari, Editor, Rajasthan
Palrika were also present on the
cccassion."You have been the
pioneers in the development of
Dubai. Rajasthan should also get
the advantage of your talent. If you

will extend your
hand a little,
the State would
definitely get
benefited.” Smt
Raje fold the
Mon Residenl
Rajasthanis of
Dubal. In her
inaugural
speech, she
a | § O
highlighted the
progress made
in Rajasthan in various sectors
ranging from financial
management,

development of
power, improving
connectlivily to
social secunty and
jusfice in the last 3
years. Ciling the
examples of
Infoermation
Technoloegy and
Tourlam
development, she
said that Rajasthan
has shed its image

accelaraling

of BIMARU state. There are many
possibilities of development n
both these seclors. Mrs. Raje
invited both Non resident Indians
and Foreign business houses lo
invest in Rajasthan- the mosl
peaceful, law abiding and healthy
destination in the country
Speaking to an array of business
leaders, Smt Raje made specific
mention of how Public Privale
Partnerships are successfully
working in her state in myriad
areas like roads, energy, health
care, education, water and food
sgcurity. She talked al length on
the policy to promote private

CM Meets Prominent NRRs in Dubai

Smi Raje was felicitated by non
resident Rajasthanis,
represented by their many
associations in Dubal as well as
prominent Rajasthani residents
of Dubai. They univocally praised
her role as a leader and
slatesman, leading Rajasthan to
the vanguard of Indian stales.

Mr. Rajesh Somani (Grp
Chairman,Dubai, Aditya Birla
Group), Mr. Abdul Rehman

Solanki (Chiarman, Dubai,
Jamat-a-Vyapaariyan), Mr
Ashok Odranl, Mr. Mohan

Gurnani, Mr. Maresh agnani
{Sindhi Samaj), Mr. Sheeshram
Ranwa(Chairman, Dundlod
Engeneering college), Mr
Jawant Singh, Mr. Pradeep
Chaudhary, Mr. Wahid
Chauhan, Dr. Kalpana Purohil
and many other dignitaries

e
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invesiment in health care facilities
and said that the state was looking
at investments over Rs. 2000 crore
in this seclor alone. She also
meantioned the new Integrated
Township Policy, new Hotel Policy
and the State Biofuel policy as
instruments aimed al boosting
investor confidence and at the
same lime safeguarding the
interests of the disadvantaged
segmenls of the sociely. She also
wenton lo say that it was time when

Rajasthan Foundaltion is
constantly facilitating participation
of Rajasthani Diaspora in the
development of the State of
Rajasthan and welfare of its
people. Mission Healthcare
program organized by Mission
Armpan, LA, USA was a recent
attempt in this direction. It was
organized in collaboration with
Department of Health, Government
of Rajasthan and International
Fertility and Healthcare
Centre.The chief coordinators in
India ware Dr. Digambar Singh,
Hon'ble Health Minister and Dr.
Kailash Garg, MD, MRCP, Medical
Director of International Fertility
and Healthcare Centre, Jaipur.
Under Mission Healthcare
program, medical camps were
organized in Jaipur, Jhalawar and
Bharatpur from 20-28.01.07. 24
NRI and American physicians and
healthcare staff of Mission Arpan,
Los Angels, USA provided
voluntary medical services to the
needy and poor patienls.
Rajasthan Foundation extended
its full help and support during the
entire program.

The Mission was inaugurated by
Dr. Digambar Singh, Health
Minister, Rajasthan in the

other destinations learned from
Dubal the vision and energy lo
implement the dreams.
The India Festival 2007 Dubai, the
first of its kind in the Emirales,
provided a platform for showcasing
the best of goods and services
produced in India. It came to an end
with a grand closing ceremony on
16 May. Hon'ble Minister of
Industries and NRIs. Mr. Narpat
Singh Rajvi was the Chief Guest
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Register Online...............

Rajasthan Foundation has introduced
Online Registration to accelerate the
process of connecting with the
Diaspora. As an NRR, now you can
register yourself anline as a member
of Rajasthan Foundation. You just
have to click RF's web porial
www. rajasthanfoundation.org and fill
the online registration form given on
ils homepage. We are sure thal this
would go a long way in renewing and
strengthening the bonds with your

\melamﬂ

on Arpan Healthcare

presence of Hon'ble Dr. Karan
Singh Yadav, MP. Hon'ble Mrs
Savitri Kunadi, Chairperson,
Executive Committee, RF and
other dignitaries.

During the Mission Healthcare
program, the visiling team

1. Trealed over 3500 patients
during camps Iin Jaipur,
Jhalawar and Bharatpur.

2. Presenied papers al an
International conference on
Advances in IVF and
Reproductive Medicine,
Jaipur. This conference was
first of its kind in the State.

3. Performed over 200

diagnostic and therapeutic

procedures.

4. Participated in a mulli-
institutional telemedicine
conference at SMS hospital
campus.

5. Provided regular CME to
nurses, doctors In rural areas
during visit.

The Government of Rajasthan had
given a "Slate Guests" status to
the visiting members of the team
The cultural program arranged by
Rajasthan Foundation at
reception dinner was a highlight of
the program and was immensely
enjoyed by the members.
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