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Rajasthan International Conclave:

Strengthening the Bonds

The second Rajasthan International
Conclave (RIC) provided yet another
opportunity to the Rajasthani
Diaspora to connect with its roots
and bond with its motherland.
Organized by the Rajasthan
Association of North America
(RANA) from 2nd to 4th July 2006, in
New York, the conclave was
inaugurated by the Hon'ble CM. of
Rajasthan Mrs. Vasundhara Raje.

During these 3 days, over 2000
delegates from across North America
discovered Rajasthan away from
Rajasthan. From dresses to food to
music, everything had a distinct
Rajasthani ambience. Colourful
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turbans. Laharia and Bandhej along
with phrases like Padharo Sa
dominated the scene.

For Rajasthan, it was a platform to
showcase its fast paced
developments that have acclaimed it
a position among the frontline states
of India. The state was represented
by a high level delegation led by Ms.
Vasundhara Raje, hon'ble Chief
Minister and comprising of Mr
Narpat Singh Rajvi, Industries and

NRI Minister, Government of
Rajasthan(GoR); Mr. Ghanshyam
Tiwari, Education Minister,

Government of Rajasthan (GoR) and
senior government officials.
Business owners, industrialists,
entrepreneurs, physicians and other

professionals were also a part of the
three-day convention.

The warm and royal welcome given
to the guests showed that even
thousand miles away, NRRs held
close to heart the rich cultural
values and traditions of their
homeland.

Ms. Vasundhara Raje, addressing the
convention as the chief guest,




From Commissioners Desk

Dear Rajasthanis,

T'he successful completion of Rajasthan International Conclave (RIC)
organized by Rajasthan Association of North America(RANA) was a
landmark in strengthening the emotional ties between the land of
Rajasthan and its sons in USA. Indeed the desire of the NRR
community the world over; to come closer to its rootsis commendable.

The Rajasthan government values the interest shown by you in the
socio-economic development of the state and wishes to actively involve
you in the process. The unique program of Adopt a School” enables
you to contribute in developing the future of the state while through
Adopt a Monument” scheme you can partner in maintaining the rich
heritage of the home state.

I look forward to your greater interest and involvement in the affairs
of the state and assure you that the Rajasthan Foundation will always
support your efforts to strengthen your bonds with your motherland.
You may be away from Rajasthan but would always be close to our

hearts.
Best Wishes

Mira Mehrishi

underlined the need to connect with
the community in US.A to accelerate
socio- economic development in the
state. Her emphasis was on the new
partnerships particularly in
education and healthcare for
Rajasthan.

Ms. Raje, in her speech gave a
comprehensive account of the state's
journey from a 'BIMARU' state to a
fast growing state; a story of victory
against all odds. She credited better
fiscal management, drought
management and development of
infrastructure as catalysts for the
transformation.

The C.M's address on the occasion
also informed the NRR community
about the recently enacted rules and
regulations to improve the business

climate in Rajasthan and the new
opportunities for trade, investment
and private public partnerships in
booming sectors such as real estate,

e

infrastructure and tourism.

The Governments efforts to preserve
the rich heritage of Rajasthan were
also highlighted. A special reference
was made to the visionary Adopt a
Monument” scheme to preserve the
legacy of past through public private
partnership.

Ms. Vasundhara Raje appreciated the
accomplishments of the NRR
community in all walks of life. She
also assured the community that
they would find all the policies in
place and the place in order, for a
worthy investment. However, she
made it clear that more than funds,
the state need personal involvement,
dedication and the time of the
Rajasthani Diaspora.

Mr. Ajay K. Lodha, President, RANA
and the convener of the event said
that he and his fellow non-resident
Rajasthanis were ready to spend part
of their income on social
development projects in the state. He
also announced that the water
harvesting project Akash Ganga
undertaken in Rajasthan by the New
York chapter during the 2003
convention had received a World
Bank grant of $196,000.

The conclave was also addressed by
Mr. Arvind Singh, Mewar; Dr. Samin
Sharma, world-renowned
cardiologist and Dr. Chitranjan
Ranawat, a well-known orthopedic




surgeon.

The theme of the conclave was
Tanani Vikas' and discussions were
held to empower women through
better health and education. Several
seminars on other topics related to

education, healthcare and
development programmes for
Rajasthan were also held. For
medical professionals, there was a
parallel session on medical
education in which 6 achievers were
also honoured.

The NRR community showed
remarkable interest in partnering
with the government to achieve the
dream of a prosperous and developed
Rajasthan. The enthusiastic delegates
made on the spot announcements of
investments worth 115 crores in
various sectors. ‘

Midday Meal scheme specially
caught the attention of the NRRs.
They showed keen interest to help
the Govt. to further consolidate the
implementation of this scheme and
announced a fund of Rs. 3 crores for
funding the central kitchen in
Jaipur. A MoU was also signed with
RANA to set up a super-specialty
hospital at Udaipur.

Ms. Vasundhara Raje met with the
Rajasthani Jewellers based in the US
and informed them of the
development initiatives taken by the
State, She stated that the non resident

Rajasthanis could play a significant
role in the social sector.

During the wvisit, Rajasthan
Delegation had meetings with the
representatives of various
organizations to facilitate
investment in the state.

The delegation also visited the North

Shore Hospital (NSHU) one of the
biggest hospitals in U.S.A.
Discussions were held to provide
world class medical facilities to the
people of Rajasthan. The delegation
invited the core group to visit the
State for further discussions on areas
of mutual interest.

Ms. Raje apprised the NSHU officials
about the hi-tech measures such as
telemedicine and others efforts made
by the Govt. to improve the health
facilities. She sought the support of
the private sector in this task and
assured all the necessary support
and concessions to the private
players, on behalf of the Govt.

Microsoft : Partner in Development

Rajasthan Government has always tried to partner the private sector in
its quest for development. The earnestness was once again proved by Ms.
Vasundhara Raje's meeting with Mr. Bill Gates, Chairman, Microsoft in
Redmond, Seattle seeking a partnership with Microsoft for the economic
development of the State. Mr. Ghanshyam Tiwari, Education Minister,
Rajasthan; Ms. Gerri Elliot, Corporate Vice President, Worldwide Public
Sector, Microsoft and senior officials of the Government and Microsoft
were present on the occasion.

The meeting assumed significance in the wake of the State Government's
special efforts to promote Information Technology sector and its
expansion in new spheres. The discussions centered around evolving an
effective work-plan for IT development in three strategic areas: IT
literacy amongst government school teachers and students, ushering in
e-governance at a more rapid pace, especially in health care and tourism,
and empowering women through IT.

Decision was also taken to set up a working group with representation
from Government officers and Microsoft executives to prepare inputs
into the e-governance framework and roadmap for the state. The
chairperson of the working group will be the Principal Secretary
Education while Principal Secretary Woman and child; Principal
Secretary Health and Family Welfare; Secretary IT; Secretary, Tourism; and
Secretary, Small Scale Industries will be the members of the group.

The meeting was centered on devising an effective plan for technology
deployment in the core areas of education, health and governance. Smt.
Raje said that the application of IT would ensure the all-round sustainable
development of these core areas.
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The Rajasthan Urban Infrastructure
Development Project (RUIDP) has
launched a unique initiative of
Public Private Partnership (PPP) in
the shape of GEN GYAN Project to
provide computer -literacy and
English education to the
underprivileged students residing in
slums and semi-urban areas of
Jaipur, Jodhpur and Bikaner.

The project, financially supported by
the Asian Development Bank under
the Japan Fund for Poverty
Reduction (JFPR-9021), is expected to
bridge the digital divide in the State
and empower the community
to English and
Information Technology for its
advancement.

needing access

obile Gomputer and
ish Education Pr pqrdamme

For this novel initiative, GENPACT
has come forward and provided five
buses fully equipped with the IT
infrastructure worth Rs. 1.27 crores.
Microsoft has donated part of the
software for the ambitious
programme.

The Education Department has
provided trained faculty for the
project and identified the target
segment. The project is being
managed by two organizations
RajCOMP and Indian Institute of
Rural Management (IRM), Jaipur.
Apart from enhancing the interest
levels in learning and upgrading the
skills of the target segment, the
progamme will promote awareness
of computers as a window to

knowledge. The students will
develop interpersonal skills and
civic sense through collaborative
learning.

The State Government will take
technology to the doorsteps of the
disadvantaged sections through the
project and provide them equal
opportunities for development. The
mobile classrooms have been
developed to combat
challenges faced by
schools in slums such as lack of
infrastructure, quality teachers,
regular power supply and non-
availability of hardware,
maintenance services and proper
space.

The State Government is confident

various
traditional




that the use of mobile classrooms
would prove to be a cost-effective
solution to address the problems

relating to education of
disadvantaged children. The mobile
classrooms will function in five
buses with 90 computers and
accessories, costing Rs, 127 lakhs.

Rajasthan Council for Elementary
Education, the co-partner for the
programme, will be responsible for

development of course curriculum,
study material, methodology for
teaching, identification of target
schools in slums, route maps and
recruitment and training of teachers
for Computers and English.

There are 18 computers in each bus
on a twin-sharing basis to teach 36
students at a time, while an LCD
projector with screen as well as a
public address system with a

rearview screen has been installed in
each bus for community awareness
programmes. The 'GEN GYAN' term
selected for the project signifies
masses and knowledge.

A detailed monitoring and
assessment system has been
developed as part of the project to
ensure a systematic implementation
of the programme. The progress of
students' learning will be monitored
through a continuous evaluation
process during the course. The
progrmame is initially scheduled to
cover more than 50 schools situated
in the slums in and around Jaipur
(21), Jodhpur (20) and Bikaner (11).




he Rajasthan Foundation,

Chennai Chapter, extended

cooperation to the Rajasthan
Cosmo Club and the Rajasthani
Tamil Nadu, in
organizing a unique two-day event
Rajasthan Pushkar Mela in Chennai
on June 25 and 26, 2006, showcasing
the rich cultural heritage of the desert
State. About 30000 people drawn
from various sections of Chennaites
visited the fair.
The vibrant
Rajasthani culture was depicted in
the event through food court, folk
dances and songs, fashion show, art
and craft items, pottery paintings,
puppet shows, fun games for kids
and adults, turban photoshoot and

Association,

and colourful

ar Rajasthani Mela
in Chennai

turban tying classes.

The Mela was inaugurated by the
Tamil Nadu Governor, His
Excellency Shri Surjit Singh Barnala,
who was ceremonially brought to
the site in a Buggi (a coach drawn by
horses). Shri Kailash Mal Dugar,

President of Rajasthan Foundation,

Chennai Chapter, welcomed the
gathering. Shri Manoj Sharma,
Executive Director, Rajasthan

Foundation, _joined the symbolic
inauguration by releasing hundreds
of balloons on the occasion.




Shri Barnala, addressing the
gathering, praised the positive traits
of Rajasthani people, as tolerance,
generosity and benevolence. He said
the unity of the people of Rajasthan
had set an example for others to
emulate. The Governor also
underlined the significance of
symbols of Rajasthani culture, such
as ghoonghat' (veil) and jharokha'
(oriel)

The Mela site had an impressive
entrance depicting a Rajasthani
fort and a village scene. The
Rajasthan Foundation had sent to the
fair a group of cultural artistes, who
made scintillating performance of
dance and music during the two
days.

The dances of Algoja by Ram Prasad by Umrao Khan Langa, fire show by
& party of Newai, Bhavai dance by = Mukesh Rana and the puppet show
Balchandra Rana of Jaipur, Kalbelia ~ were very much appreciated by the




A fashion show was
sanised on the opening day of the
Mela in which Vikram Dugar
awarded the Rajasthan “Sirmore’
title as the best dressed male and
Archana Bogaria was conferred the
"Gangaur” title as the best dressed
young lad
The fashion show depicted various
dresses by different
communities of the State with 28

models participating in the event.
Large crowds witnessed the cultural
5 and various functions and
visited the 120 stalls put up at the
site.
The people who visited the Mela felt
as if Rajasthan had been brought to
Chennai. With the Rajasthan
Government and Rajasthan
Foundation providing {full
assistance to the or
became one of the most memorable
events of the Tamil Nadu capital.
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