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EPRC: Taking the State Ahead

First Meeting of the Economic Policy and Reforms Council

he first meeting of the Economic Policy 2nd Retarms
Coundl (EPRCY was held on 14th and 15th

Ceplermiber 2004 in the State Capital, Laipur

The_State —Government  will evolve EERC have besn formed to acl o & think-tank to the
some concrete plans and formulate
proposals by  December— 2004 1o

i|11|'||1_-r|||_'|il woime of the -i;.!,nhii.m!

Government for providing a threst to sustained economs
developrment in the State with focus on generating

ernphoyment potential, The Council comprizes CECH of the
recommendations made by-—the

: 3 leading corposations, eminent educationigts, homan
Council’s members,

refournce develnpment spealinis and econamals
WWithin the Councl, Tour comemitbees have been constitutes
M. Vasindhars F!.lil-. focusing on the reforms and development of vanous
Chief Minister, Rajasthan soctors. These commitiees are Finance, Investment
Infrastructuee and Human Resource Development. &
meating of the Rnance Committes was held earlier on the
Ind of Seplember 2004 at Hew Delhi
During the two-day event, three expert growps on
Infrastructure, Investmenl and Human Hesouros
Development deliberated wilh the Sfate Government and
called for pudicious management of resources and new
irnitiatives in these fields
Well known names like © K Bla, Chairman, €. K. Bida
Group of Companies. Dr. 9wati A Piamal, Deechos
Strategic Alliances & Comdunication, Micholas Piramal
Imdia Ltd.: K. 5. Mirjar, President, |ndian SoCety Tor
Technical Education and Yogesh Deveshwar, Chasmman, [T9
partscigated in the event
Oin the 141k September 2004, at the inaugural ceremony,
s, Viasundhara Raje, Hor'ble Chief Minister of Rajasthan
and Chalrperson of EFRC préesented her Vision Docisment
for the progress and develapabent af 51ate. The docwement
h|gh.’rﬂl1:|:d the six ideals for enduring people's welfare

Rajasthan Foundation wishes you o very Happy New Year!



smi. Raje in conversation with the panel of experts

development of mfeastructure and expansion of economic
actnotees in the State. The Chief Minister peinted oul thal
the vsion goals of her Government included elimination of
hunger and malnulrition, providing gainful employment,
creation of economic infrastructure, filling up socal
nfrastructure gaps, enhancing govermance and laking
ipicidl care of the dsadvantaged

Rajasinan faced the problems of hunger and malnutnition
miasndy due bo recurrent droughts, erratic rainfall and fragile
ervirpnment, said Me Raje. In this regard, the State
Covernment had already taken up works perfaining to
water condervation, development of small, ural and agro
industries and diversification of
tourism indusiry, she added

After the ina gural session, sechor-
specific  group meslings  wene
hieid. In these meetings, sector-
specific presentations were made
by ienior officers of the Skate
apprEing the group experts about
the current scenario and the ssues
facing the sector. The
dehbérabicns that followed these

presentations fooused on evolving

Smt. Raje addressing the Council

The EPRC's ‘E.Il'--gl':.l..:.u SUgResied walue aodrbon o
servioes, encouragement fo public-private parinarship in
key areas, better urban-rural connectivity, awdit on quality
of education, promotion of knowledge technology and
hard detitions” in the power sechod

The HRD group favoured the elimination of the grass root
level problems of school dropouts. Won-governmental
organisations and private partnership should be
encouraged in the field of education and government must
supplement their afforts, To further improve the condition
 prmdry and secondary education they felt there was a
need fo motivate and upgrade the knowledpe of the 200
and odd aducational managers (o
oring desved bewel of commdtment
and ENISUNINE MEroCracy af an
important criterion for their
professional advancement, Foa
acceleraling the teachers’ traiming
pragramme the use of fele-
education methods and edu-sat
was suggesied

In the teld of higher and techmical
education, I was siredsed fo
prepare a Model Act for the

A siratepy to address the ssues
and developing an action plan

On the conchuding day, general discussions were held in
respact bo plans for restruciuring State’s ecomoamy,

Limbviersities &n Fajasthan ensuring
quality educathon and scconnta bility
'S

students the experis

recommended starting of sell-financing courses In the

o encourage rn'_::lrl:,-nnllir:.- o

Conkinued on P 4

i’cp.llil.'h.lﬂ Fourdntios Bewdletier | Oc-Dec M



Bl d ol e St g vt
EPRC: Accelerating State's Progress

EFRLC has been constrbuted by Smib Wasundhara Raje
to help the Government accelerate the socio-economic

that economic activities could flourish in the State

development in the State. The Councll would suggest THE COUNCIL
reforms in the economic palicy o make the State more Chairpersan
competitive in the era of globalisation and s, Vasundhara Raje
liberalisation, This step would help the Government in Deputy Chairman
attracting investments, generating employment, in Mr. Hari Shankar Bhabra
devising effective legal and régulatony framawark and Members
in providing supportive administrative structure. 1. Prof. M. 5. Swaminathan, Chairman, M. 5.
A the think tank of Government for accelerating the Swaminathan Research Foundation, Chennai
economic growth the Councl will perform following 2. Dr K. K Kastoorirangan, M. P, Rajya Sabha
functions: 3. Prof WV 5 Vyas, Member of the Central Board of
» Suggest reforms in the Economic Policy at the State Directors of Reserve Bank of India
level in the context of increasing liberalisation and 4. Prof Unit R. Patel, Executive Vice-President,
globalisation and integration of the national Infrastructure Developrment Finance Company
economy both internally as well as with external 5. Mr. Yogesh Deveshwar, Chairman, ITC
agents 6. & Rajendra Pawar, Chairman, NIT
» Undertake policy planning for rescurce mabilisation 7. Mr. D. P Bagchi, Former Chief Secretary,
« Inetiate strategic planning for long term invesiment Government of Orissa
policies 8. Ms Maina Lal Kidwai, Vice-Chairman and M0,
s Lindertake reforms of State mlerventions in order to HESEC Croup Investment Banking Division, India
achieve the developmental geoals (including 9. Mr C. K Birla, Chairman, C. K. Birla Group of
Maillenniurn Developmental Goals) and targeting of Comgranies
ﬂ}g.ﬂn‘h-m‘ugf[‘" [0 Er A e hepins i wiew E50es 10, Mr Ajay 4riram, Chairman and Senior 80D,
of gender, environment and sustainability DCM Shriram Consolidated Lid,
s Lindertake steps for creation of social and econamic 11. Mr Suresh Neotia, Chairman, GACL
infrastructure {including wban infrastructure), small 12. Mr. Lalit Mo, M.D., Modi Entreprises
and medium enterprises. health, education. 13. Mr. Vikram Mehta. Chairman, Shell Group of
drinking water, sanitation, tc. Cormpanies
o Undertake evaluation and guidance of innovative 14, Mr. Ravi Parthasarthy, Vice Chairman, IL & F5
schemes incleding exploring oplions for mone 15, Mr. Deepak 5. Parekh, Chairman, Housing
effective public services especially through e- Development Finance Corporation
governance, fransparency and citizen-government 16. Mr. R K. Pachauwri, Director-General, Tata Energy
interface Research Institute
s Undertake steps for improving resource utilisation 17. Dv. Swati A. Piramal, Diector, Strategic Alliances
in various sectors of the economy & Communication, Nicholas Piramal india Lid,
« ldentify steps for improving public-private 18. M K. B Singh, M.D, Tata Projects Lid.
partnership 19. Mr. R 5. Nirjar, President, Indian Society for
« Any other subject assigned by the Technical Education
Chairperson/ Government 20, Chief Secretary, GoR  Member Secrefany

Principal Secretary, Finance and Principal
Secretary, induitres shall be special imitees,
The Cowndil would be serviced by the exiitng et up
of the erstwhile State Planning Board.

The Economic Policy and Reform Councl would
provide strategic inputs to the Covernment for
increasing private sector participation, creating
resources, capabilities, infrastructure and systems o




Lihversity system. To make the education availsble to all it For increasing the role of private sector in the road

wras falt that institutions should be set up in backward areas development, the experts felt thal BOT Poscy should

with public-private partnership. The experts opined that provide menu of concessions and options to the

noentive should be
Fiveén t o
WOITEen, Weaker
tections and
dersabled
persons 1o
purswee  higher
educalion

In the sector of
health and
family woeltare,
it wat shrested
thal efforts
mist be made
o meduce the
burden of

diseates like

smt. Raje in discussion with
M. C K Birla, Chairman, € K Birla Group of Companies

ENMEpIeEneurs  and
prioritization
of rooad
programme
thould be on
explicit norms
such as traffic
densities
The Invettrment

E T o0 u p

sUggested

reviewing of the

Rajasthan

nvestment

Promotion

Seheme 2002, it

wis sugpgested

child Bisndness,

mabnutrition and maternal mortality, Efficient management
of healthcare workers, drugs delivery system and quick
response bo epidemics .u.i:'rwl[.: in adwvancing brdter facilitneg
to the population

The expert panel on infrastrocture felt the need for
optimum and judicious use of both ground and surface
water. They suggested to make the energy policy mone
holistic and take into consideration not |:|n|!|- conwentaoral
But also sodar and Dademass Dower.

to incarparate
specific sactoral policies, setting out goals, timetable and
acoountabilities in the policy to atfract more Investment in
the State
At the end of the mesting, A Raje reiterated the
commitment of her government towards rapid
develogpmenl of the State through & lime-Bound
programme and promised to evolve 3 mechanitm to ensure
implementation of final policy document, which would be

submitted by the expert groups within 100 days [ |

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2005

The Gavernment of Rajasthan (GoR) is all set to participale in the upcoming Pravasi

Bharativa Divas 2005 and welcome the non-resident community.

The thind Pravasi Bharatiya Divas it being organised by the Minitry of Onverseas
Indian Affairs, Gowernment of India and the Federation of Indian Chambser o
Commerce & bndustry (FROCH ag Mumdai from the Tik 1o Sth January, 2005,

Dr. Manmohan Singh, Hon'ble Prime SMinister of India will inaugurate the event, HLE
Dr. A P Abdul Kalam, President of India shall confer the "Pravasi Bharatiya Samman’
Awrarde on the 9k ol Janusany

There will be a special Interactive Session with the Govemnment of Eajasthan on the
frh of |anuary, 2004, Smit. Visundhara Raje, hon'ble Chief sdinkster of Rajashan will
herself be present af the sission and interact with the delegates. GoR will also
participate in the concurrent exhibition through a Bajasthan Pavilion

Ehm-llun Foundation MNéwiletter | Ccf O, J0E



Ms. Savitri Kunadi Joins as
Chairperson, RF Executive Committee

Ms. Sawitrl Kupadi has joined
Rajasthan Foundatien as the
Chairpersan of the RF Executive
Committee

E.l:rwng a5 Indian Ambassador o
France untl recenthy, she joaned the
Indian F.:lri:ign Service in 1967
Curing her caneer spanming 37 years
in the farelgn serdions. M. Bunadi
held several important positions in Indian missions abroad
in diffierent parts of the woarld and in the Mnistry of External
Affairs. MNew Deli. These induded postings in Parss,
VWarsaw, Mew York, Pefu and Bolivia and Geneva
inferspersed with postings in Mew Delhi

She has served on important assignments ncluding First
Secrptary (Commercial) in Indian Embassy in Warsaw
{1977-80); Minister Counselior in Permanent Missicn of
India, Mew vork (1983-88); Indlan Representative in the UN
Security Council; Ambassador of India fo Peru and Bolivia
[ 1986-89); Ambassadar and Permanent Representative of
India to UMNESCO in Paris (1989-92); loint
Secretary/Additional Secretary UN & International
Orgamzations in MEA {1993-97); Ambassador/FR of India
to UN and Conference on Disarmarment in Geneva (1998-
2002) and Indlan Ambassador to France (2002 -04].

M. Kunadi has specialized in multilateral diplomacy and
handled several important UN and non  aligned
conferences. She was leader of Indian delegations to several
sessions of Commission on Human Rights in Geneva and

conference of UNESCO. ILO, WHO. WIPD, UNCTALD,
LINHCR &lc.

#s. Kunadi has attended several sessions of the LIN General
Agtembly ag member of the official Indian delegation
besides several MAM conferences. She was actvely
vohlied in negotiating UN resolutions and conference
dacumants

She served as the Member Secretary of the Mational
Preparatory Commission for landmark summits during the
19904 ‘Word Socal Development Summil, Warld
Population Conference, World Conference on Hufman
Rights, Women's Conference and Education for All Sumemsl
She chaired the Commission on Sustainable Development
established by the Ris Earth Surmemat

&5, Bunadi also has wide experience in hand®ng bilateral
relations. As Ambassador of India to France durning the last
two years, she handled seseral sensive bsses and
vigoreushy promoted India's role as an irpartant emargng
econcmic and political power on the global wcene. She
vigorowsly promoted bilateral thes in the field of culture,
space and defence cooperabion, and trade relations,

Ms. Kunadi has publshed several artiches and delivered
speeches at UN and International Conferences dealing with
wide variety of subjecis.

M. Kunadi hofds & BA (Hons.) degres from Bombay
Ulnéversity in Hisbory and Political Scence and a Masler's
Degree from University of Rajasthan, She topped the
Bornbay University and University of Rajasthan in these
examinations.

Word from the Chairperson

My dears Rajasthanis,
1.am happy te inform you that | have recently taken over as Chairperson of the Executive Comnmittes of Rajasthan Foundation - an
arganization, which has constantly endeavoured to provide the NRIS a forsm to reach out fo their homeland. and be able to
contribute towards its growth and development in an organised and planned manner. | am aware of the great opportunity which
lies ahead of me to contribute towards further enlarging and cementing your bonds with Rajasthan.
The Foundation has miles to go in fulfilling the objectives set for it during the deliberations of IRC-2000. This would be possible
ondy with the active support and gusdance from all concemned. Howewer, the rale of members of the Governing Body of the
Faundation and the members of NRR community spread all over India and the workd is bound to be most critical especially in wiew
of the eminence, experience and status enjoyed by them. We are, indeed, fortunate that the Governing Body is headed by the
Horble Chief Minister of Rajasthan, Smt. Vasundhara Raje. who has expressed her firm commitment bo the cawse of the
development of the State of Rajasthan and the welfare of our people.*
= Serving &s Indian Ambassader to France until recently, | joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1967, During my 37-year career in the
Indian Foreign Service, | have held several important pasitions in Indian Missions abroad in different parts of the world and in the
Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi, These included postings in Paris, Warsaw, Peru, Bolivia and 1o Indian Missions o UN in
Mew York and Geneva interspersed with postings in New Delhi. On assignments abroad. | got the opportunity to meet and
p § interact with MRls, Vivid in my memary is the love and affection that non-resident Fajasthanis (NRRs) carry in their hearts for their
maotherland. The Rajasthani Diaspora clearly stands out for doseness to its culture and traditions and for its yearning to conned to
roots, Al of us here at the Foundation look fonward to meeting you at the Pravas Bharatiya Divas in lansary 2005 in Mumbal, The
Gaovernment of Rajasthan has alio decided bo celebrate Rajasthan Divas {the 30th of March, 2005) on a grand scale by actively
imwalving the non-resident community:.
== | am sure that such interactions and your fervent and patriotic spirit would lead to a new cra in your refationship with your
mistherdand, | look forward o your continued co-operation with the Rajasthan Foundation,
Savilri Kunadi
Chairperson, Exscutive Committee, Rajasthan Foundation



Jaipur hosts
the CIl International Conference on Tourism

peaking at the inaugural sessian of the Sth

International Conference cum Showcase India;

Towrism & Heritage, the Chief Minister of Rajasthan,
amit, Vasundhara Raje, made an urgent appeal to bnng
back royal tourism: She opined that one of the mainstays
of tourism in Britain was rayal tousism, She felt that we
need to change existing mindsets and benefit from the
fascination that global travellers have, towards India's
rgyal past,
The 2-day conference was organised by Cil, jointhy with
the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India in
partnership with the Republic of South Africa. The venue
of the conference was carefully chaden o be Jaipur, the
raal city famous the workd over,
She mentioned that the State tounsm budget had been
doubled in 2004-05 and agreed that tourism could be at
the forefront of econamic development in the State.
Among the rmost necessary fleps needed b grow tourism,
she spoke of international airpart m Laipur and Udaipur;
an international convention centre in Jadpur; upgradation
and documentation of museums; beautification and
restoration of Amer Fort: a world class golf course in
Jaipur; health tourism; religious tourism; encouraging film
shoots and a film city among others,
She noted with warmth thalt many people come to
Rajasthan to get mamied. The romance and beauty of the
land made i an ideal for a once-in-a-lifetime experience.
She also felt that the fairs and festivals of Rajasthan would
benefit hugely with the involvernent of the private sector.
Rajasthan has 24 fairs and festivaks cach year and if 24
private entities are compeling to atirack the highest
nurmiber of visitors, the entire State and its peapls would
stand to gain,
The partner country of South Africa was represented by
His Excellency, Mr. Thaba Alfred Mufamads, Minister for
Finance & Econemic Affairs; Limpopa Province. In his
address, the minister reminded the audiencs of the sndledg

commaonalities beiween India and Soulh Africa,
symbolized above all in the towering personalities of
Mahatrna Gandhi and Dy Nelson Mandela.

CEQs' COMCLAVE

The second day brought together CEOs of warious
companies for an intense twa- hour conclive on the issued
facing the tourism industry today.

The CECH were spiit into groups and allotted a topic each
to deliberate upon, The Chairperson of each group then
carne to the podium to present the recommendations of
the group.

Human Resowrce Development

The group on Human Resource Development underscored
thee fact that close to B0% people earning their living from
tourism could be classified as part of the unorganized
sector. That is, those outside the luxury hotels, car rental
companies and State emporia. Thews incleded the faxi
drivers; the roadside tea sellers, the guides =g, This is
wihere HR training is needed the most. The group alse et
that even the issves of neglected or vandalized
monements and clean cities is essentially an HR problem.
The group’s recommendations included: an awareness
campaign; inclusion of tourism in the curricula of schooks
and colleges and “each one teach one® in toursm

Tourlsm Infrastructure

The group on Tourigm Infrastructure believed that there
was 3 huge gap between "Brand India' and "Experience
india®. The bramd ralses expectatons, which the actual
expericnce may belle. The country needed not anly
physical infrastructure but also “mental” infrastructure
The group recommendad that a committee should be set
up under the Chief Minister of each state involving
professionals from the field, to oversee the creation of
tourism infrastructure, The group alio recommended
setting up of a professionally managed tourism board
Special bourism economic pones should be created where
land should be allotted to private promoters to build hotels




in various categorics, comvention centres, shopping
complexes for handicrafts, tourism offices and the like
Research & Development commitiees should be set up to
develop new tourism products

Medical & Health Tourism

M, Ashok Pareek, Head, Capital Markets, SREI Capital
Markets Ltd. stated thal there were immense investmeni
opportunities in madical and health foursm. Till a few
years ago, it was unthinkable that travellers would come
to India for a heart bypass or a knee replacement surgery
Visitors from overseas willing to spend as many as 14 days
al ane place, seeking rejuvenation and wellness. Mr
Pareek opined that well-devised and properly structures
projects will definitely atiract funds from imvestors

D, Mishith Chandra, a Cardiodogist from the Escorts Heart
institute & Research Centre spoke of a patient who would
have spent around $200,000 for a heart valve
replacerent in the US, coming fo India instead. Here, he
got the same bevel of medical care, enjoyed a post-surgery
trip bo Rajasthan and spent nearly 510,000, all included

in the UK, for irstance, the NHS patients had to face a
waiting period of up to 2 years for a cataract operdtion
On &n average, surgeries in India cost one-fifth of siméar
F.r.;.:a.-.;l[.n-g. in the developed counfries af the woarld

v, Chandra sought to differentiate the two sectors of
redical and health towrsm. Medical tourism was when a
patient had an ailment he wanted to be cured of. Health
towrism was almed at preventing lllness and rejuvenation
therapies, especially through yoga and ayurveda. India
was strengly positioned to offer both western madern
medicing as well as various schools of traditional healing. It
wias estimated that around 4, 50,000 medical tourists were
already anmving in India every year

Finally, Mr. 5.5H. Rehman, Chairman, CI Mational
Committes on Tourism & Heritage and Director, ITC Lid.,
said that he was hopeful of s=eing a positive outcome of
the deliberations

The dignitaries present in the valedictory session included
H.H. Prince Radu of Hohenzollem-Veringen, Romanés. He
i5 the Romanian Government's representalive on
Integration, Co-operation and Sustainable Development
The Prinoe spoke of his country's age-old fascination with

Smit. Vasundhara Raje taking a round at the exhibition

india, its cultuie and history, He declared that Romania
wai very ¢ager to develop educational, cultural and
touristic ties with India. He remarked that if you saw the
mag; then Romania, India and the conference's partrerd
country South Africa formed a neat triangle. And each
eountry had a history of fighting for dignity and freedom
Mg, Usha Punia. Minister of State for Tourism,
Government of Rajasthan reminded everyone that 18th
Mowember marked the 278Eh anniversary of the
fpundation of laipur, She refterated thal the Government
of Rajasthan was totally determingd to promote founsm
and that the Chief Minister herself understood the needs
and demands of the industry.,

Two examples of success were cited. The first was the
Palace on Wheels, which reported 3,100 bookings this
season, And the advance bookings for the season of
200506 are very heartening. The second was the recent
Dussehra Festival in Jaipur, which was a brue example of
public-private partnership, involving the Governmant, the
royal farmily and the peophe of Jipur.

From the Commissioner's Desk

Ay Dear Rajasthanis

1 wish you a all a very Happy New Year, We will start the new year on a good note by interacting with the Rajasthani
brethren at the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2005, Hon'ble Chief Minister, Smt. Vasundhara Raje too would join us at the
Interactive Session with Government of Rajasthan on the 8th of January.

The recently held Chapter Conference got together representatives of various ehapters not only in India but even abroad.
The deliberations in the canference are sure to provide a new impetus to the activities of the Foundation.

The Chairperson of the Foundation, Smt. Visundhara Raje is actively involving herseif in guiding Foundation's activities.
The recent RF mésting presided over by her and the Chaplter Conference will indeed go a long way in giving a new thoast

to our eHarts.

Regards.

Vinod Zutshi

Comemasioner, Rajasthan Foundaton
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