Rajasthan
wins over
Davos

hief Minister of Rajasthan,

Smt. Vasundhara Raje, attended the 35th

Annual Meeting of the World Economic
Forum (WEF) 2005 held in Davos from 26th to
30th January 2005. She was accompanied by an
official delegation comprising Ms. Savitri Kunadi,
Chairpersen, Executive Committee, Rajasthan
Foundation; Ms. Mira Mehrishi, Commissioner,
BIF; and Mr. Yaduvendra Mathur, Secretary,
Energy, Goverment of Rajasthan.
Participants at the annual WEF meeting included high-
ranking politicians, CEOQs, indusfrialists, intellectuals,
representatives from the media, cultural miliey, NGOs,
cwil society, etc. Among the lzrge number of Heads of
Siates, there was a predominance of European leaders this
year with the presence of Prime Minister Tony Blair (LK),
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder (Germany), President
Jacques Chirac (France), Prime Minister of Latwa. Other
prominent pobitical personalities included former LS
President, Bill Chnton, Mohammed Abbas (Palestine),
Shimon Peres (lsrael), Shaukal Azir (Pakistan), Prosident
Lula (Brazif}. From India, Commerce & Industry Minister,
Covernment of India, Shri Kamal Nath, and Science &
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Technology Minmister,
Covernment of India, Shri
mapil Sibal, attended the
Forum. A large number of
Indian CEOS and a delegation
from the Cil alko participated
in the Forum

The core theme af the annuwal
meeting this year was Taking
Responsibility for Tough
Choices', highlighting the
range of difficult challenges
currently facimg the world
commumiy, The meeting
aimed at moving the globa
agenda forward in the broader
interest of imorovin £ thae sEals
ol the wearld

Davos represented an
impaortant opportunity to
netwaork, establish new
contacts and reimvigorate old
ones. This opportunity was
fully utilized by the Chicl
tdinister (ChA), who took [part
4% 4 panelist in a number
of panels and workshops
ahe also held sewera
Dilateral meelings to
imteract wilh h;E':,-
persanalities whao

participated in the event

On 27th January, the CAA
mel Patnicia F Russo
Chairman and Chief
Executivie Officer, Lucent
Technologies, USA, Ms.
Raje also mel Mrs
Sadako Ogata, President
lapan Intemational Co-
operative Agency (IICA),
and attended a workshop
entitled "Cetting the

Ms. Raje with Mr. Gearge
Chairman, Soros Fund Man

Ms. Raje at the workshop on

Millennium Development Goals

: Millennium Di_".,'n:_'l.;;-p!":'nrn;

Goals back on frack®. She
wias also inferviewed by Nik
Gowing on EBC Workd

On 28th lanuary, the CiA
had a meeting with Mr
Gary Fazzing, Vige
Prasident, Hewlelt Packard
Mr. Fazzino informed that
HF had established some
contacts i Rajasthan, and
would be happy to explore
opgartunities for setting up
projects, He esnguired
about areas which could be
identified and focused
ugon in Rajasthan

The Ci briefed Mr. Fazzing
on Jan Mitra rural e-
Fovernance projects and
tiver imebatryet taken in
Rajasthan, These projects
nad helped in capacity
building and disseminating

information. She spoke
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(L-R) Mr. L.N. Mittal, Ms. Vasundhara Raje, Ms. Savitri

Eunadiand Mrs. Mittal

WTO tor preparing long-term fourism master plan, and
sought Mr. Lipman's advice, Mr. Lipman gave some useful
ideas to boost toursm in Bajasthan

On 29th January, a workshop on ‘India and the World in
J02% was held at Hotel Belveders, Ma. Raje too attended
the workshop. its purpose was to present amd discuss
cenarios for the future of India,

The Chief Minister had a meeting with Mr, Walter Fust,
Direclor General, Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation. Mr. Fust spoke briefly about policies and
development activities of SADC. Thereafter, disoussions
centred arcund the Jordan Education Initiative, where
Swilzerland i also actively associaled, and specific areas
whare SADC could assistin Rajasthan.

Smt. Vasundhara Raje said that she was impressed by the
impact of JEI, and expressed her keen Interest to implement
a similar initiative in Rajasthan. She specifically referred to
fhe rural areas, which lacked accett to  education,
Thereafter, the CM referred to the area of animal
husbandry in Rajasthan, which reguired attention as a
potential wealth creator Further work was required to
improve indigenous breed of cattle, increase produwctivity
and quality of by-products, like milk and wool, Ms. Raje
akso reguested Switzerlands help in the area of water
management in a state with frequent drought conditions.
She added that additional resources were required for
water projects. The Government had taken up several
projects under public-private parinership prograrmme.
Effart was belng made to encourage NGOs in development
wark and involvement of communities in the development
Pracess

Mr, Fust showed interestin all the three areas referned bo by

n way back from Davos, the Rajasthan

delegation headed by the Chief Minister

had a meeting with the non-resident
Rajasthani community in London. This meeting was in
the form of a dinner hosted by the eminent
industrialist of Rajasthani Cirigin, Mr. Lakshmi Mittal
at his residence in London. The meeting and dinner
was attended by many non-resident Rajasthanis of
the Uinited Kingdom

the Chief Minister, wiz., firstly, the JEI, secondly, water
management, and thirdly, animal husbandry, He said he
would consult and revert in three weeks, He also said that
an expert in the area of water management could be sent to
Rajasthan to assess Swiss assistance in this area,

Dwring the deliberations, Ms. Raje met Mr. Rajat Gupta,
Sendor Partner, Warldwide MeKinsey & Company, LSA and
Mr. TV, Mohandas Pai of Infosys, Bangalore. Discussions
with them were centred around the creation of knowbedge
comider in Rajasthan, which would com Bime wworld-claiss
universities, innovative knowledge-based businesses and
cutting edge research centres. This could be set up on the
Wational Highway Mo, B along Rajasthan-Haryana bordes
hAr. Richard L Gelfand, Co-Chairmian and Co-Chiet Ciificer,
Imax Corporation, USA, met the Chief Minister, and
informed that their representative John Shriner, Imax India,
would contact refevant authonties for further discussions.
qmt, Vasundhara Raje met Pamela & Passman, Vies
President and Deputy General Counsel, Global Corporate
Affairs, Microsoft, and Gerri Taaffe Elliot, Corporate Wice
President, Microsoft Corporation, US4 Microsofl s
amaongst the multi-national companies, actively engaged in
the JEI, and serves on the board of JEL CA mentioned that
shie wias addressing a communication to Mr. Klaus Schwab
CED, World Economic Forum, conveying the interest and
commitment of the Covernment of Rajasthan to
impdement similar initiative in Rajasthan, and requested
Microsoft as a Board Member of JEI, to support her request
CM mentioned that she had also reguested similar
assistance from Walter Fust of Switzerand

Subsequent to CM's meetings in Daves, there has been
follow wp on a number of issues discussed there.
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nlike the two preceding years when
the Pravasi Bhartiya Divas (PED) was
¥ held in Delhi, this year Mumbai hosted
the grand event from 7th to 9th January. PBD
2005 witnessed a record participation with
2500 delegates registering themselves as
compared to B60 registrations last year.
The PED came to a great start with the inauguration by the
Prime Minkster, Dr. Manmohan Singh on 7ih lanuary, 2005,
The President of India: Dr. A R). Abdul Kalarm conferred the
Prawvasi Bhartiya Samman Awargs at the valediclory session
i 9th Jan, 2005 However, due to Tsunami tragedy all the
telebrabon of the PBD
entertainment functions and thanks giving dinners were
camcedled

e cultural programemes,

The Prawasi Bhartiva Divas was struckured in a very focused
and business=like manner and the confersnce was planned

carefully with sectoral and state sessions. Rajasthan State's

Interactive Session was crganised in the LB, Thealre

Museim at NCPA. This state session organised by Rajasthan
Foundation withessed a2n enoimous response from the
paricipants of the PED and signshicantly from the Mon
Resident Rajasthanis.

The Cheef Minister of Rajasthan, Ms. Vasundhara Raje,
chaired ihe occasion and other senior officials of the
Government of Rajasthan incleding Ms
Chainperson, Execulive Committes, Rajasthan Foundation,

Savitri Kunad,

Me, T. Sninivasan, Principal Secrelary, Industries, M Vinod
Zulshd, Commissicmer, Rajasthan Foundation along with Mr
Laraj Poddar, 5r Wioe President FICC) and Chalrman, Gillette
were alsa present an the dais

Mr. Poddar in his welcome address said that the maigive
attendance in the Interactive Session is a clear reflection of
the popularily of the CM and the interest of the investors in
Rajasthan

Mir. Poddar said that
state which combines

the popular image of Rajasthan is of a
rich history with a phenomenal
apparently one af
the mast popular tourist destinations in the world. He added
that it i a land aof the golden sands that forms part of the

i'lt'ril:.,l,g'u: At N wonder Ry‘,!i.;’nﬂh.‘l i 'f:‘;{lk!:,' %

great Indian Trangle for toursts, This & in atsell a reason
enough for all the Pravasi Rajasthans to discover the
opportunity that the state prowides, ot anly for tourists but
for inwvestors as well

Mir. Poddar further informed that under the able leadership

of Ms Vasundhara Raje, the State of hertage is now

{L-R) Mir. T. Srinlvasan, Mr. Sar] Poddar, Ms. Vasundhara Raje, Ms. Savitri Kunadi and Mr Vinod Zutshi
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Rajasthan
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emerging as a destination for business, industry and
commerce and that she is leading the process of economic
reforms Lo transform the state into a competitive investment
destination. He said that she is reaching out not only to the
Indian private sector but also to the Mon Resident
Indians to come and invest in Rajasthan. He
then requested the Hon'ble Chief Minister,
Ms. Vasundhara Raje to address the
Diaspora.

Ms. Raje in her welcome address
said that she was very heartened to

see such a great response and
would like to present a picture of

the progress and development that
Rajasthan has made in last few
WEars,

hs. Raje began by saying that
Rajasthan, the largest state today, is a
great Towurism
Destination and the
Government wanks o
transform it inlo a v
great Investment
Destination. She
informed that security
of investment, quality
of labour and the
support of the
Government and also
an access to all the key
markets aré among
the priorities for the
firms which will be
imvesting in our State.
Rajasthan is
strategically located,
it close to the national
capital Delhi, has
linkages belween
various stales and
interestingly forms a
corridor betwean the
Marthern and the
South Western States.
The Hon'ble Chief
hainister said that wee
have incredibly

Ms. Vasundhara Raje addressing the
Rajasthan Session at the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas

peaceful industrial relations, stable policies and that
Rajasthan is a tourism paradise. The State has rich mineral and
il reserves and the recent explorations in the South western
region have lead to a great discovery of very high quality od
and natural gas. But there are a few challenges

which need to be got over with
M5, Raje talked about the water problem
in Rajasthan as well as the shortage of
skilled manpower. She said thal
there 5 & need to eliminate abject
poverty and see to it that the
people get employed. She
focused on improving the
economic infrastructure and the
human resource. She said that
governance has to be looked at and
wie also have to especially take care of
our disadvantaged, She aloo expressed
her commitment
towards making the
state a front runmer in
investment
destination and
creating a conducive
environment so that
rore investments ane

sought.
The Chief Minister
rerterated the need io
emphasize on the IT
Seclor for which a
new (T Policy has
been framed with
some attractive

concessions la
EncoOuUTage
investment.
Acknowledging  the
importance of the
power sector, she
invited the [Maspora
to try amd help
translate the dream
of ‘Energy for All' by
2007,

While discussing
about the education

[ — i e " m —_ o
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Ms, Vasundhara Raje with
M. Jagdish Tytler and Ms. Savitri Kunadi

gector, the Chief Minister called upon the Mon Ressdent
Rajasthanis to adopt schools in villages and develop them for
providing better educational fadilities. Speaking on the health
secior, Mg, Raje said that there is always a need of constant
up-gradation and modernisation in this seclor She akso
informed the MREs about the tremendous growth in Tourism
irt Fiajasthan and said that the Government intends to keepup
the booming mood of the tourism industry. She said that
Rajasthan is now being recognized as a *Year-round Toursm
Destination.”

Ms. Raje also invited the HNRRs for Rajasthan Day
Celebrations in Jalpur from 21st March to 30th March 2005
and assured that it would be an the lines of Republic Day in
Dielhi and will be celebrated every year with a wide variety of
e L]

The Hon'ble CA informed the gathenng about the Adopt- a-
ponument Scheme and invited them to join hands with the

E Aajarthen Foundation Mewsletber | an-Sa S0

govermment in conserving and maintainmg
historical monuments. She also talked about
the adopt-a-village scheme and called upon
the Mon Resident Rajasthanis to adopt and
develop the basic infrastructure in villages.
Speaking about Rajasthan Foundation, she
said that we are activating ils wanous
chapters and in the recently hetd Chapter
Conference in Jaspur, we have resddved Lo
accelerate the pace of interaction wilh our
Mon Resident Rajasthand brethren

while conduding, she added that the
Government will do all what it should but its
role s limited and we have a dream for our

State which can be achigwed only Dy O lective effarts of
the Covernment as well a3 the people

The CAM's presentation was followed by a Question-and
Arsweer Session which was also witnessed the presence of
Minister of Indian Owerseas Affaiss - Mre. Jagdish Tytler
Spedking on the occasion Mr Tytler said that i B
heartening to see the response in the Pravasi Bhartiya
Diivas which has risen from 880 people last year o mane
than 2000 this year. He further added that by 2020 India
will be one of the most paweriful nations in the worlkd
While Rajasthan could seek an overwhelming response
and participation of the Non resident Indians in the State's
Interactive Session, in all the 3rd Pravasl BEharatiya Divas
definitely provided a renewed platform to take forward
the collective task of bringing together and linking the
Indizn DMaspora with the nation opening up New avenues
for their meaningful partiopation in the country's
developrment.
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| From the
| Commissioner’s
| Desk

- My Dear Rajasthanis

Greetings on Rajasthan Dayl

- What a special occasion it was for all of usl For us who ane here in Rajasthan and for all of you whao ane
| away from your motherland. Because, in cur hearts, wherever we might live or work, we carry the
| same love for Rajasthan.

It was inspired by this feefing that the Hon'ble Chief Minister, Ms. Vasundhara Raje had announced
that this year, Rajasthan Day would be celebrated on a large scale and not only all citizens will be
invalved, Invitations would be extended to the non-resident commaunity as well,

The Rajasthan Day, this year was celebrated as & 10-day Festival with a wide gamut of cultural events.
For those of you who could spare time, | express my gratitude on behalf of all of us. For those whao
could not make it, | extend iy wishes and assure you that the State awaits you with the same

| Earlier this year, we started the year on a very good note at the third Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD). The

Rajasthan Delegation was headed by none other than the Hon'ble Chief inister, Ms. Vasundhara
Raje. This dearly spells out the importance accorded by the State o its interaction with the non-
resident community. The tine spant with you at the PBD and your feedback to us is most valuable to us
and we look forward to many such occasions in future.

Best Regards,

| Winod Tutshi, 1AS
| Commissioner, Rajasthan Foundation

.nﬂmmm|m“,m
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Rajasthan Foundation looks forward to hearing from youw. Kindly get in touch with us at Rajasthan Foundation,
Yojana Bhavan, Yedhister Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipar 302 005, Rajasthan, India. Tel: +91-147-2329059
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