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Pravasi Bhartiya Divas 2007

" Even as you discover and
nurture your roots, extend your
branches,” with this emotional
appeal to the Diaspora, Dr.
Manmohan Singh, the Hon'ble
Prime Minister Rf India,
inaugurated the 51" Pravasi
Bhartiya Divas on 7 January 2007.
He made this call in reference to
the Conclave's theme "Rooting for
the Roots: Meeting India's
Development Challenges." The
P.M. said that their branches
would keep them connected to
India's development saga.

After a gap of 2 years, Delhi was
again the host of this International
conclave, organized from 7-9
January by the Ministry of Indian
Overseas Affairs in partnership
with the Confederation of Indian
Industries. Pravasi Bhartiya Divas
was a virtual representation of
India and the Indians of the world.
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Prof. S.Jayakumar, Hon'ble
Deputy Prime Minister of
Singapore was present as the
Chief Guest of the conclave. Dr.
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, H.E., the
President of India, conferred the
Pravasi Bhartiya Samman at the
valedictory session on 9" Jan,
2007.

During these 3 days, over 1200
Indians from all parts of the world
attended a series of carefully
planned plenary, sectoral and
state specific working sessions.
Enormous interest was shown in
Rajasthan and it emerged as one
of the most attractive investment
centre among PlOs and NRIs.
However, Mr. Narpat Singh Rajvi,
Hon'ble Minister, Industries and
NRIs, Rajasthan, told the

Diaspora that Rajasthan doesn't
need their dollars but their hearts.
in the panel

Participating
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discussion on "Development
Challenges of the State:
Partnership Opportunities”, along
with Mr.Sharad Pawar, Hon'ble
Minister of Agriculture and Shivraj
Patil, Hon'ble Minister of Home
Affairs, he announced with great
pride that Rajasthan is no more a
'BIMARU' State; rather it is fast-
moving on the roads of
development. He urged the NRIs
to bond emotionally with their
motherland and said that it is more
important for us than financial
investment. Mr. Rajvi informed
that Rajasthan would become
self-reliant in power by 2008 and
abundant water supply would
soon be available with the state
getting the water from Indira
Gandhi canal, Narmada and
Yamuna-Ganga basin. He also
briefed the audience about the
progress made in developing
roads with international




standards, medical and tourism
sector and the successful
implementation of the public
private partnership. The Minister,
Industries, invited the NRIs to
Rajasthan to see the development
revolution with their own eyes as
seeing is believing. Mr. K.S Naidu,
Hon'ble Minister for Large and
Medium Industries, Karnataka;
Mr. V.S Achtanandan, Hon'ble
C.M., Kerala, Mr. Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, Hon'ble C.M., Madhay
Pradesh and Mr. Vilasrao
Deshmukh, Hon'ble C.M.,
Maharashtra, were the other
panelists. This session was held
on 8 January, 2007.

Later on the same day, the
working session of Rajasthan on
the theme ‘'Collaborating for
Development: The State and You'
was organized at Committee
Room 'C', Annexe, Vigyan
Bhawan at 4.30pm. This state
session organized by Rajasthan
Foundation, witnessed an
overwhelming response from the
PBD participants, significantly
from the Non Resident
Rajasthanis.

Mr. Narpat Singh Rajvi, Minister,
Industries and NRIs, GoR,
chaired this interactive session.
Ms. Savitri Kunadi, Chairperson,
Executive Committee, Rajasthan
Foundation., Mr. D.C Samant,
Additional Chief Secretary,
Government of Rajasthan, Mr.
Purshottam Agarwal, Secretary
Industries and Mr. Ajit Kumar
Singh, Commissioner Tourism,
along with Mr. Shripal Choudhary,

Chairman, CIl Rajasthan State
Council and Mr. R.K Poddar were
also present on the dais. Mr.
Choudhary delivered the

welcome speech. On this
occasion, Mr. Purshottam
Agarwal, Secretary, Industries,

made a presentation highlighting
the transformation of Rajasthan
from a land of scarcity to the land
of opportunities. He began with
the advantages Rajasthan offers
as an investment destination.
Proximity to large markets of Delhi
and five major states, peaceful
industrial climate, vast pool of
trained human capital, excellent
Industrial and physical
infrastructure, rich resource base
and tailor made policies and
incentives in various sectors were
few points in the case. He
apprised the audience of the
single point, hassle free & swift
approval mechanism, public
private partnership in road
development, power generation
and mining & exploration
activities, 302 developed
industrial areas, 2 special
Economic Zones, IT Parks, EPIPs
etc that make an ideal investment
climate. He also spoke about the
progressive investment policies of
the State and the 'Rajasthan
Investment Promotion Scheme



From Commissioner's desk

Pravasi Bhartiya Divas is the time for all of us; the members of the extended Indian family from all over the world to
come together and share our experiences, knowledge and perspectives. This year also these 3 days (7-9January 2007)
provided an opportunity to meet and strengthen our bonds. It was also the time for the NRI community to experience
the rapid progress made back home. The desire of the community to be a part of this developmental saga of India is

heartening.

We were specially overwhelmed by the interest shown in Rajasthan in this PBD. The state session drew remarkable
response from the Pravasi Bhartiya community especially the Rajasthanis. During this session, we received a number

of investment proposals and suggestions for expediting the growth of our state.

Your feedback also gave us a chance to know your expectations from the Government. We respect and value your
sentiments for the state. Making the State the most developed in India while retaining its warmth and liveliness, is the
dream of all Rajasthanis. We assure you of full support and cooperation by the government in all projects benefiting

the state.

(RIPS)' to promote investment in
Tourism, Education, Medical and
Health, Information Technology and
other service sectors along with
manufacturing. The presentation also
focused on opportunities in the State
specially in IT, Power, Non
Conventional Energy, Road projects,
Biotechnology, Education including
Technical Education, Health care
facilities and Tourism Sector. He also
informed the audience about the
support institutions like Rajasthan
Foundation and Bureau of Investment
Promotion.

This was followed by a question
answer session where the Minister
and other distinguished panel
members responded to the queries of
the NRIs. In answer to a query, Mr. D.C
Samant said that all villages would be
connected with cities under Pradhan
Mantri Gramin Sadak Yojana. Mr.
Narpat Singh Rajvi said that the thrust
is on agriculture. He also informed the
participants that Rajasthan is second
in the country in the production of milk
and every household has benefited by
the White Revolution. He reiterated

that we have plenty of land for
developing industries and we would
soon be self-reliant in energy as well.
He also spoke about the efforts being
made in the development of human
resource, thus emphasizing the
suitability of Rajasthan for setting up
industries. On their part, the Diaspora
also gave their views and suggestions
for the development of the state. They
communicated their interests and
investment plans in the state and their
expectations from the Government.
Mr. Pradeep Rohatgi, USA.,
suggested that Rajasthan should try
to become a Research and
Development centre like Bangalore.
Mr. Yogi Patel, U.S.A., has shown
interest in starting a new cancer
hospital. Dr. Shankar Garg was
interested in setting up Medical
Facility to provide Elective Surgery
(Heart, Orthopedics and other areas
of medicine & surgery.). Mr. Dinesh
Chandra Maheswari, Singapore,
suggested that the Government of
Rajasthan should start 'Rajasthan
Handicraft centers' in Singapore,
Bangkok (Malaysia) and Bali
(Indonesia).

Best wishes,

Mira Mehrishi

The stall of Rajasthan at the Exhibition
organized during PBD also attracted
large number of visitors. It was very
well conceived and aesthetically
designed. The architect reflected the
design of old 'Havelis' of Rajasthan
and the vibrant colours reflected the
liveliness of the people. The exhibit
gave a glimpse of history on one hand
while on the other, it also showcased
the progress the state has made in the
last few years. The developments
made in all areas: tourism,
infrastructure, industries, education
were well depicted. It beautifully
presented the past and present in the
same frame. The exhibition was well
appreciated and admired by all.

These three days gave the PlOs and
NRIs an excellent opportunity to know
the developments taking place in their
homeland. In the evenings the
delegates rediscovered the culture of
India through folk dances of India,
dance performance by Shobana
Narayan, sarod recital by Ustaad
Amjad Ali Khan and his sons Aman and
Ayaan Ali and performance by
Shiamak Davar and his troupe.



EPRC : Focus on Public Private Partnership

The third meeting of EPRC
(Economic Policy and Reform
Council) was held on 13 and 14
January 2007 in the convention
centre of the newly built CMO
block within the secretariat
complex. The Chairperson of
the council, Hon'ble Chief
Minister, Ms.Vasundhara Raje
chaired the meeting. The focus
of the meeting was on
privatization. During the
meeting, the four sub-groups
made nearly 70
recommendations. On

provisions for imposing fine in
case of non-compliance.

The sub-group on Making
Regulatory Administration
more Responsive felt the need
for fast disposal of pending
lawsuits, effective co-
ordination between judiciary
and administration and making
the single-window system
more effective.

The expert Panel on Rural
Marketing, Skill Development

and private sector like Delhi and
to open new ITIs in public
private partnership in far-off
areas for promoting vocational
training. It was also
recommended that the
Government prepare a policy
for establishing marketing
channels through retail chains
like Wal-Mart, Sri Ram and
Reliance. The subgroup also felt
that the marketing and
promotional activities of state
enterprises as RUDA,

Agriculture

a broader level, they
were accepted by the
Government as per the
vice-chairman of the
council Mr. Harishankar
Bhabhra.

The Infrastructure and
Investment sub-group
suggested a Gas
Transmission Policy
and to establish the
proposed Rajasthan
Petroleum and Gas
Corporation in joint
sector on PPP (public-
private partnership)

3 Meeting
14" Januaryu 200

Marketing
Board,
Khadi and
Gramudhyo
g Board,
a n d
RAJSICO
should be
encouraged
. Ms. Savitri
Kunadi,
Chairperso
n ,
Executive
Committee,
Rajasthan

basis. It also

recommended the government
prepare a roadmap for re-use
of water in industries and make

and Poverty Alleviation
suggested the Government
hand over the ITls to industrial

Foundation,
was a Special invitee to this
group.

Social Security and Public
Distribution System Sub-group
recommended to open health
centers in rural areas and to

~ increase public participation in
- the health sector.

It also

proposed to make a data-base

of BPL families so that specific

. schemes could be made for

the State,

~ their benefit.

In her concluding remarks, Ms.

= Vasundhara Raje said that the
| specialist's recommendations in
.~ the meeting have given a new

direction to the development of
Referring to



related with

suggestions

development of gas pipeline
grid, mines and minerals etc.,
Ms. Raje said that such projects
are possible only under public-
private partnership. Moreover,
the Government wants people to

have the feeling of participation
in the development of the state,
said Ms. Raje. She reiterated
that through its water initiative,
education initiative, SURAAJ
and JAAG, Government has
encouraged the community,
voluntary service organizations
and private sector to partner in
the development of the state.

Ms. Vasundhara Raje also
informed that an information
technology policy is being
prepared and the suggestions
received in the meeting would be
incorporated. She said that it is
under consideration to have an
officer trained in information

technology in every department.

Talking about suggestions
related to retail policy, Ms. Raje
emphasized that it is important
to prepare the local markets
before the big companies enter
the retail sector. She also
appreciated the
recommendations to make
regulatory institutions more
responsible and said that it
would help. in making the
administration efficient and in
fulfilling the expectations of the
public. The C.M. said that the
dream of 'Suraj' can be realized
only through it

RF Chapter in Siliguri soon:  Minister, Indusiries & NRIs

Hon'ble Minister, Industries &
NRIs, Rajasthan, Shri Narpat
Singh Rajvi, reached out to

entrepreneurs and Pravasi
Rajasthanis settled in Siliguri on
24th November 2006, during his
Investment campaign to the

cities of Kolkata and Siliguri. A
high-level delegation comprising
Shri Ashok Sampatram,
Principal Secretary, Industries &
NRls, Rajasthan, Shri
Purushottam Agarwal,
Secretary, Industries, Shri B N
Sharma, CMD, Rajasthan

Financial Corporation, Smt.
Usha Sharma, Commissioner,
Industries, and Shri Kuldeep
Ranka, MD, RIICO,
accompanied the Minister.

A team of officers of the
Rajasthan
Foundation, led by
Shri Manoj Kumar
§ Sharma, Executive
# Director, Rajasthan
f Foundation,
- consisting of Dr.
Devesh Sood, Sr.

Executive,
undertook a
journey to
Siliguri as an
advance team
for making
preliminary
arrangements

and preparations for the
Interactive Session of the
Minister with the NRRs, where
the NRRs were apprised of the
activities and objectives of the
Rajasthan Foundation.

In the course of his
interaction with the NRRs at
Cindrella Hotel, Shri Rajvi invited
the Diaspora to come home, and
take a look at the industrial
progress and infrastructural

development in Rajasthan,
triggered by the recent policy
initiatives of the State




Government.

During the interactive
session, the Executive Director,
Rajasthan Foundation, made a
presentation about the
Rajasthan Foundation,
showcasing the objectives and
the activities being undertaken
by the Rajasthan Foundation.

Looking to the
overwhelming response of the
audience and the NRRs there,
the Hon'ble Minister, NRIs,
announced the opening of the
Rajasthan Foundation chapterin
Siliguri, which was greatly
welcomed by one and all.

ED visits Guwahati and Shillong

Shri Manoj Kumar Sharma, Executive Director, Rajasthan
Foundation, visited Guwahati and Shillong from 16th to 18th
October 2006 in connection with the opening of the Rajasthan
Foundation chaptersin these cities.

During his stay in Guwahati, Shri Sharma called on His
Excellency the Governor of Assam, Shri Ajay Singh, Lt. General
(Retd.) and apprised him of the objectives and the activities being
undertaken by the Rajasthan Foundation.

In the sequence of discussions with the eminent Non-
Resident Rajasthani Diaspora in Assam with regard to the opening
of the Rajasthan Foundation chapter in Guwahati, he met
prominent Non-Resident Rajasthanis of the area, viz., Shri
Subhash Agarwala, Director, Federation of Industries and
Commerce of North Eastern Region (FINER), Shri K.R.Choudhary,
Vice-President, World Jat Aryan Foundation, Guwahati, Shri Naval
Kishore Mour, former President, Marwari Youth Organisation, and
other NRRs living in and outside Guwahati.

A meeting of the prominent Rajasthanis was called by Shri
Omkarmal Agrawal, which was attended by august gathering of
Rajasthanis from different walks of life, including culture, literature,
trade, commerce, industry, hotel, tourism, tour & travel, social
services, publication houses, etc. In the meeting where the
objectives and activities of the Rajasthan Foundation were
discussed, a presentation depicting the objectives and the activities
being undertaken by the Rajasthan Foundation was also made by
the Executive Director. Women Rajasthanis also showed great
interest in the activities of the Rajasthan Foundation.

The news about opening of the Rajasthan Foundation
chapter in Guwahati fetched wide coverage by the local press.

In continuation to explore the possibility of opening a chapter
of the Rajasthan Foundation, the Executive Director visited Shillong
on 18th October 2006, and called on several prominent
Rajasthanis, including Dr K K Jhunjhunwala, Editor cum Managing
Director, Eastern Panorama, Shri O P Agrawala, and Shri Bhagwati
P Goenka, Executive Director, Shreeram Foundation Private Ltd.

The response of the NRRs of Guwahati and Shillong was
quite overwhelming, encouraging and enthusiastic, which shows
their inclination to associate themselves closely with the Rajasthan
Foundation, and to contribute to their roots in the development of
the State of Rajasthan and the welfare of their Rajasthani brethren
community.

for the

NSUH Delegation

Visits Rajasthan Foundation

A delegation from North
Shore University Hospital led by
Dr. Ajay Lodha visited the office of
Rajasthan Foundation on 7
February 2007. It comprised of

Dr. Suman Reejsinghani, Dr.
Kathleen Gallo, Dr. Robert
Hattenbach, Dr. Margaret
Vosburgh, Dr. John A Popp and
Dr. Amit K Powar . The delegates
had a detailed discussion with
Ms. Savitri Kunadi, Chairperson,
Executive Committee, RF on

various issues including setting

up of Centre for Emergency
Medical services, technical
assistance for Research Hospital,
up gradation of health
infrastructure, telemedicine,
continuing Medical education and
Student / faculty exchange
program were discussed. During

the meeting Mr. Manoj Sharma,

Executive Director RF was also

Dr. Samin Sharma Gifts Stents
for Needy Heart Patients

Dr. Samin Sharma a
renowned heart-specialist of
Rajasthan origin based in USA
has been donating stents for the

treatment of needy and poor heart

patients. In the last five years Dr.
Sharma has donated 115 Stents
out of which, 52 have been used
treatment of the
patients.In this series Mrs. Manju
Sharma wife of Dr. Samin Sharma
visitd the office of Rajasthan
Foundation on 17 January 2007
and gifted 18 Stents to Ms. Savitri
Kunadi, Chairperson, executive
Committe, Rajasthan
Foundation. The same have been
forwarded to Medical Officer,
Sawai Mansingh, Jaipur.
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